
Another West Ba-
ton Rouge man died of 
COVID-19 on Sunday, 
July 19, according to the 
West Baton Rouge Coro-
ner’s Office. The 50-year-
old’s death marks the 33rd 
COVID-19 death in West 
Baton Rouge since April 
26 and the third in July. 

Prior to July 7, West 
Baton Rouge reported no 
COVID-19 deaths for more 
than a month. 

The Louisiana Depart-
ment of Health reports 484 
confirmed cases of coro-
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According to LDH and the WBR Coroner’s Office on Tuesday, July 21

Please visit our website for up-to-date coverage. 
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Photos courtesy of WBR Animal Control.

See COVID on Page 2A

Man, mother 
arrested after 
high speed 

police chase
WBRSO launches 

internal investigation 
amid allegations of 
deputy misconduct

On Friday, July 17, West 
Baton Rouge Sheriff’s dep-
uties arrested a man and his 
mother after a 30-minute 
chase through Iberville and 
West Baton Rouge Parish. 

According to authorities, 
deputies attempted to pull 
over Devin Wright, 29, for 
a traffic violation after re-
ceiving information from 
a neighboring agency that 
he was in possession of “a 
large amount” of illegal 
narcotics and on his way 
to Erwinville. During the 
pursuit, Wright reached 
speeds over 100 m.p.h, ran 
multiple civilians off the 
roadway, struck two police 
vehicles, and dumped mari-
juana from the vehicle. 

Once he stopped the ve-
hicle, he refused to comply 
with police orders to exit 
the vehicle and was tased 
by WBRSO deputies. 

Agents recovered mari-
juana, large bags, scissors, 
and a narcotics ledger from 
his vehicle and charged 
Wright with passing in a 
no-passing zone  , obstruc-

tion of justice, driving un-
der suspension  , resisting an 
officer, aggravated flight 
from an officer , possession 
with intent to distribute 
marijuana and intentional 
littering. 

During Devin Wright’s 
arrest, Wright’s mother, 
Lori Wright, 47, arrived 
on the scene and “began to 
interfere with the investiga-
tion and hindered deputies 
as they attempted to recov-
er evidence,” according to 
a statement posted to the 
WBRSO Facebook Page. 

Lori Wright told deputies 
that she was on the phone 
with Devin Wright during 
the pursuit and told him to 
continue fleeing and trav-
el to the location where he 
finally stopped. Accord-
ing to authorities, they ad-
vised Lori Wright multiple 
times to back away from 
the crime scene and she 
initially complied. How-
ever, a short time later, she 
returned and continued to 
interfere with the inves-
tigation. Lori Wright was 
arrested for obstruction of 
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Coming Soon:
West Baton Rouge’s Back-to-School Plan

A soft opening for 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
Schools is set for Thursday, 
August 6, but exactly how 
schools will operate de-
pends largely on Gov. John 
Bel Edwards’ decision to 
keep the state in Phase 2 of 
reopening or move forward 
to Phase 3. In the event 
the state is moved back to 
Phase 1, school campuses 
will close except for special 
needs students. 

The Board of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
voted late Tuesday, July 14 

to accept recommendations 
from the head of the state 
Department of Education 
on the protocol for next 
year, which will include 
mandates on face covering 
and a litany of sanitation 
procedures. Under the plan, 
systems statewide should 
prepare for a traditional 

opening of the school year, 
along with alternate proto-
col if the coronavirus pan-
demic worsens, according 
to the state education super-
intendent.

School systems must de-
velop and submit models 
on learning, which would 
include how it will look 
in a fully online model. It 
would also address sched-
uling, staffing and student 
attendance – with particular 
emphasis on tracking if the 
pandemic forces classes to 
be held in virtual format.

WBR Schools finalized 

Adoptable cats, dogs move 
into new shelter facility as 
construction is finalized

See SCHOOL on Page 2A
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Coronavirus Coverage

After more than a year of 
construction, the new West 
Baton Rouge animal shel-
ter is quietly celebrating its 
grand opening by moving 
adoptable dogs and cats 
into the 2,500 square-foot 
facility. 

The staff patiently awaits 
a public unveiling of the 
facility with a formal rib-
bon-cutting, though a date 
is not yet set due to the 
novel coronavirus pandem-
ic. 

“Although we can’t do 
the big ribbon-cutting we 
want to do right now, we 
wanted to give people a 
sneak peek,” WBR Animal 
Control Superintendent 
George Bragg said. 

The new facility will 
house adoptable dogs, 
cats and kittens once they 
have been vaccinated, mi-
cro-chipped and spayed or 
neutered. In the previous 
building, there was not 
enough room to separate 
adoptable animals from 
those being investigated 
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