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More money 
more coffee

Lukeville Upper Elemen-
tary kicked off its annual 
Community Readers pro-
gram with a visit from ce-
lebrity guest John Schnei-
der on Wednesday, Dec. 
19.  Schneider, known for 
his role as “Bo Duke” in 
“Dukes of Hazard” read 
“How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas” to fifth graders 
in the Reading Club and 
Robotics Club. 

The Robotics Club pre-

sented Schneider with a 
plaque to thank him for his 
donations to the program. 

On Thursday, Dec. 20, 
community leaders and lo-
cal officials read various 
holiday-themed books to 
Lukeville’s third through 
fifth graders. Participants 
included 18th JDC District 
Judge Tonya Lurry, Brus-
ly High School football 
head coach Hoff Schooler, 
School Board Superinten-
dent Wes Watts, local law 
enforcement officers and 
many others. 

Lukeville kicks of Community 
Readers program with celebrity guest

An industry partner in 
Port Allen was approved for 
participation in the updated 
Industrial Tax Exemption 
Program (ITEP) this month 
following the completion of 
two projects. 

Community Coffee’s 
manufacturing plant has 
called the Port of Greater 
Baton Rouge and Port Al-
len home for nearly five 
decades. It is the largest 
family-owned and operated 
retail coffee brand in Amer-
ica and will celebrate 100 
years in business in 2019. 

Under the most recent 
ITEP, CC’s will receive a 
10-year incentive of an 80 
percent cut on taxes. CC’s 

will receive a combined tax 
break of $61,000 in year 
one for the two projects. 

“I think it is a better pro-
cess for local governments 
to receive that money from 
the get-go,” West Baton 
Rouge Parish Chamber of 
Commerce executive di-
rector Jamie Hanks told the 
WBR School Board. 

CC’s installed a 12-ounce 
Gable Top coffee pack-
aging machine and two 
robotic palletizers in its 
facility about six months 
ago, George Lacour, senior 
manager of manufacturing 
and engineering, said. 

“As a company, we’re 
always striving to get more 
efficient and reduce our 
costs and by investing in 
newer, more modern equip-

ment,” Lacour said. “It also 
allows us to maximize our 
existing facility.” 

The manufacturing plant 
underwent its last modern-
ization project at the end of 
2016. 

“These two projects and 
the resultant lower costs 
have allowed us to hire 
two full-time employees 
and re-invest in new train-
ing and skill sets for seven 
existing employees while 
increasing our manufactur-
ing capacity and production 
here in Port Allen and West 
Baton Rouge Parish,” La-
cour said. “By continuing 
to invest and modernize 
equipment and personnel, 
we are able to optimize this 
facility now and into the fu-
ture.”

The escaped West Baton 
Rouge Parish inmate who 
was apprehended on in Ba-
ton Rouge on December 
2 is facing new charges in 
East Baton Rouge, accord-
ing to an investigation by 
WAFB. 

Michael Jones, 40, is 
named in court documents 
alleging he broke into 
18-wheelers at Mr. Lucky’s 
Truck Stop on Airline 
Highway while on the run.

Jones was serving time 
for armed robbery when he 
escaped on Nov. 9. 

WAFB reported the 
thefts occurred between 
November 25 and 28. 

Jones was apprehended 
by the US Marshal’s Fugi-
tive Task Force on Decem-
ber 2 in Baton Rouge.

Robbing 
on the run
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LEFT: John Schneider reads “How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas” with help from a student dressed as the 

Grinch. 

BELOW: John Schneider with the Lukeville Elemen-

tary Robotics Club.

Port Allen alumna 
overcomes, excels

Photo courtesy of Cynthia Clopton

Kimi Clopton speaking at the LSU 2018 December 

graduation ceremony. 

Earning an undergradu-
ate degree from Louisiana 
State University is a tiring 
pursuit, but for Port Allen 
native Kimi Clopton the 
feat was exhausting.

Clopton is diagnosed 
with Dysautonomia, a dis-
order of the autonomic ner-
vous system which affects 
involuntary functions like 
heart rate and adrenaline. 
The side effects include 
chronic fatigue, elevated 
heart rate, and low blood 
pressure. 

“I knew what I needed to 
do to get where I needed to 
get to, so I made it up in my 
mind that this is hard, but 
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