
T h e  O f f i c i a l  J O u r n a l  O f  W e s T  B a T O n  r O u g e  P a r i s h

w w w . t h e w e s t s i d e j o u r n a l . c o mFollow us on social media $1.00
POrT allen, lOuisianaVOlume 83 | numBer 6 Thursday, sePTemBer 12, 2019

 Attorneys representing 
the family of the late Josef 
Richardson have filed a 
lawsuit with the U.S. Dis-
trict Court against the West 
Baton Rouge Sheriff’s 
Office, Sheriff Cazes and 
others over what they say 
was a “wrongful death.” 
 Richardson died July 25 
as deputies with the River 
West Task Force burst 
into his room with a “no 
knock” warrant and was 
allegedly shot in the back 
of the head by Dep. Vance 
Matranga. 
 The death was ruled 
a homicide by the East 
Feliciana Parish Coroner’s 
Office. The determination 
does not necessarily indi-
cate a crime occurred. 
 That decision will be 
made by District Attorney 
Ricky Ward’s office, which 
could send the case to a 
grand jury. 
 “There was no legal 
cause to justify the use of 
force against Mr. Rich-
ardson and the force used 
against Mr. Richardson 
was unreasonable and ex-
cessive,” according to the 
lawsuit. 
 Last week, Matranga was 
allowed to return to work 
but was reassigned to desk 
duty and was not issued 
a department weapon, 

the Sheriff’s Office said, 
although he can carry a 
personal handgun. 
 “The conduct of de-
fendants Cavaliere and 
Matranga were in will-
ful, reckless and callous 
disregard of Mr. Richard-
son’s life and rights under 
federal and state law,” it 
continues. 
 The attorneys for the 
family are also requesting 
an expert hired by them 
be allowed to examine the 
weapon used the night of 
the incident while it is in 
the possession of the State 
Police. 
 The Sheriff’s Office 
asked the State Police to 
handle the investigation 
right after the shooting. 
 “We don’t know if 
there’s something they (the 
State Police) missed in the 
investigation or not,” said 
Ron Haley, one of several 
attorneys involved in the 
case. 
 The attorneys are con-
cerned the handgun used 
by the deputy that night 
might have been tampered 
with, possibly by reducing 
the tension needed to fire 
it, or a “hair trigger.”
 “We don’t know if the 
gun was altered or not but 
it certainly would explain 
the eyewitness account of 
him (Richardson) being 
on his knees and his head 
being blown up from the 

back,” said Ben Crump, 
a well known civil rights 
attorney. 
 “…That’s the question 
that will get to the crux of 
the matter,” he continued.  
 “The only way we can 
prove that is if we have 
access to that firearm and 
we’re allowed to examine 
it because we want the 
truth,” Haley said. 
 “What we don’t want to 
happen is for that gun to 
be manipulated in any way 
from what it was the night 
of the shooting,” Crump 
said. 
 “The best way we feel 
to be able to do that is to 
allow our expert—under 
their (the State Police’s) 
supervision to be able to 
examine the weapon,” he 
continued. 
 Based on their asser-
tions made in the lawsuit, 
the attorneys are seeking 
damages for emotional 
distress, trauma, the loss of 
enjoyment of life, psycho-
logical harm and pain and 
suffering. 
 “Mr. Richardson was not 
armed with a weapon, nor 
was a weapon found inside 
of the motel room that he 
occupied,” the family’s 
attorneys state in the suit. 
“In fact, Mr. Richardson 
was only clothed in his 
underwear when the West 
Baton Rouge Sheriff’s dep-
uties entered the room.”

 “According to eyewit-
ness Jessica Clouatre, (who 
was also sharing the room 
with Mr. Richardson), Mr. 
Richardson was shot only a 
few seconds after the depu-
ties entered the room,” the 
lawsuit continues. 
 The lawsuit also says 
Clouatre  “recalls the 
firearm being pointed 
directly to the back of Mr. 
Richardson’s skull before 
it discharged.” 

 Clouatre, 39, was 
arrested later the night of 
the shooting and charged 
with one count each of 
possession with the intent 
to distribute marijuana, 
possession with the intent 
to distribute methamphet-
amine and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. 
 Matranga is believed 
by the attorneys to be the 
shooter and the lawsuit 
says there’s reason to 

believe Cavaliere was with 
the task force when the 
incident occurred. 
 Both deputies were 
placed on administrative 
leave after the shooting. 
 “This community is suf-
fering and the only way to 
heal it is with transparency 
and accountability,” Crump 
said. “If this is a bad shoot, 
the shooter needs to be 
held responsible.”
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Attorneys Ron Haley, left, and Ben Crump explained the details of a lawsuit filed 
in U.S. District Court against the Sheriff’s Office, Sheriff Mike Cazes and two 
deputies involved in an incident that resulted in the death of Josef Richardson.

Time travel to the ‘50s with 
WBR’s Oldies But Goodies 

Fest this weekend
 
 
 
 Ladies, get out those sad-
dle oxfords and gentlemen, 
put on your penny loaf-
ers this weekend and head 
to the West Baton Rouge 

Tourist and Information 
Center for the 14th An-
nual Oldies But Goodies 
and Smokin’ Oldies BBQ 
Cookoff. 
 Offering a chance to 
take a virtual ride in a time 
machine, the festival will 
feature over 100 great cars 

from long past decades, 
music from the ‘50s and 
‘60s, a barbecue cookoff 
and live music from Clifton 
Brown and the Rusty Buck-
et Band, the Eddie Smith 
Band and Ryan Foret and 
the Foret Tradition. 
 The now huge, two-day 
event began modestly, to 
the director of the center. 
 “All it was the first year 
was the Oldies But Goodies 
Fest and it was just one day, 
Sunday,” Kathryn Gautreau 
said. 
 “In the beginning, we 
only got 30 to 40 cars, but 
this year, we’re up to 150,” 
she continued.
 The car show will be en-
hanced by the chance to 
win trophies for the Peo-
ples Choice and the classic 
car owners will vote for 
their top 10 with the winner 
receiving a trophy, the oth-
er places given ribbons or 

medals. 
 In addition to the barbe-
cue competition, which this 
year is a state sanctioned 
event with the winner go-
ing on to compete for the 
state title, the festival will 
include a jitterbug contest 
and a hula hoop contest. 
 Then there’s a poker run 
with eight stops too.  
 Proceeds from the game 
will benefit the Blue Star 
Mothers, an organization 
providing necessities to 
American soldiers around 
the world. 
 As with any south Lou-
isiana festival, great local 
food will be in abundance 
and there will be cold 
drinks and beer and crafters 
inside the center. 
 For more information, 
call 1-800-654-9701 or 
visit www.westbatonrouge.
net.
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Husband of slain 
Brusly teacher 

assigned trial date

 Oscar Lozada, the man 
accused of brutally mur-
dering then dismembering 
his wife, a Brusly High 
School teacher, will be on 
trial beginning Apr. 27.  
 Lozada, is charged with 
killing Sylviane Finck 
Lozada in 2001 then escap-
ing to Venezuela with their 
daughter, is charged with 
second-degree murder. 
 If convicted, he will face 
a mandatory sentence of 
life in prison.
 Sylviane’s body has nev-
er been found. 
 East Baton Rouge Parish 
officials have said he con-
fessed to the crime, but his 
attorney, Quintillis Law-
rence, said he will appeal 
to the Louisiana Supreme 
Court the lower court rul-
ings that the confession can 
be used. 

 A state appellate court 
in a split decision denied 
defense arguments to 
throw out the confession, 
claiming Lozada was not 
allowed his request for an 
attorney. 
 Authorities said he 
first told investigators he 
wanted an attorney, then 
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