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Emily Courtade, owner of The Style Bar in Brusly, works on highlights for a client during one of the first days 
of the Phase 2 reopening. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Courtade closed the first location of the Style 
Bar in Plaquemine, which she operated for four years before expanding to Brusly in late January. Now, 

she’s focused on building her brand right here in Brusly. 

Breanna Smith

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Port Allen police 
chief creates Citizen 

Advisory Board  

Boyfriend, 
mom are 
charged 
in death 
of infant

Back to business
WNV 

found in 
samples 
from the 
southern 
portion of 
the parish

West Baton Rouge Par-
ish Mosquito Control re-
ports two positive samples 
of West Nile Virus in the 
50 collected and submitted 
for testing last week. 

Both positive samples 
are from the southern por-
tion of the parish., the de-
partment reports. 

The results are typical 
for this time of year as the 
parish typically sees posi-
tive samples of West Nile 
Virus begin showing up 
around late May and early 
June. The season ramps up 
to its peak in late July and 
August then tapers off as 
fall months approach.

The WBR Mosquito 
Control Department be-
gan control efforts, in-
cluding focused daytime 
larviciding and nighttime 
spray truck operations this 
week. Parish parks will 
also be treated this week 
in advance of the weekend. 
These positive samples are 
a reminder that the time of 
year when mosquitoes are 
most likely to be carrying 
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Port Allen Police Chief 
Esdron Brown has created 
the Port Allen Police De-
partment Citizen Advisory 
Board as a part of the Port 
Allen Police Department 
“to better assure the com-
munity that the PAPD is ac-
countable and responsive to 
the citizenry.”

The goal of the Adviso-
ry Board is to “develop a 
close-knit community re-
lationship and continue to 
build an inclusive police 
department.” Members of 
the board will be tasked 
with reviewing commu-
nity-related concerns and 
cases involving the PAPD’s 
use of force and providing 
input on general police de-
partment operations. Items 
reviewed by the board 
will be discussed during 
quarterly meetings held by 
Chief Brown. 

The Advisory Board will 
consist of ten Port Allen cit-

izens eligible for appoint-
ment by the City Council. 
All appointments must be 
upheld by Chief Brown. 
Each appointee will serve 
a two-year term, however, 
per the board guidelines, 
Chief Brown may “remove 
any member.”

The creation of the board 
comes after more than a 
year of pushing for a Com-
munity Oversight Board 

(COB) by the Justice for 
Fatrell Organization. The 
organization asked the City 
Council to consider adopt-
ing an ordinance to create 
a COB during the June 
2019 City Council meeting. 
However, the City Council 
does not have the author-
ity to create such a board, 
as the Port Allen Police 

Local salons, restaurants and bars expand 
services under Phase 2 guidelines

Thursday, June 4, Gov-
ernor John Bel Edwards 
signed an order moving 
Louisiana into Phase 2 of 
reopening, allowing many 
formerly-shuttered busi-
nesses to open their doors 
to customers again. 

In January, Emily Cour-
tade expanded her Plaque-
mine-based hair salon 
business, The Style Bar, to 
Brusly after four years of 
steadily booming business. 
Just a few months after she 

opened the second shop, 
she was forced to shut the 
doors due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

To avoid loans and 

debt, Courtade decided 
to close her Plaquemine 
shop for good. Courta-
de admits she will always 
carry the thought of “what 

if COVID-19 hadn’t hap-
pened?” Closing a portion 
of a business she grew from 
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— Emily Courtade, owner of The Style Bar

“All I can do is close that 
door, open this one and 

grow from there.”

Port Allen native Shelton 
Berry created a petition ad-
dressed to the West Baton 
Rouge Parish Council ask-
ing for the removal of the 
Henry Watkins Allen statue 
on the West Baton Rouge 
Parish Courthouse grounds. 
Allen is the namesake of 
the City of Port Allen who 
served as the Confeder-
ate Governor of Louisiana 
from 1864-65.

The petition on Change.
org has garnered more than 
100 signatures. Another 
Port Allen resident created 
a petition to leave the stat-
ue, which had garnered one 
signature at press time on 
Tuesday, June 9.

Parish President Riley 
“PeeWee” Berthelot said he 
has not received any calls 

Locals petition 
for relocation of 
Henry Watkins 

Allen statue 
Petition is met with petition to 

keep statue in place
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Photo by The West Side Journal
Port Allen Police Chief Esdron Brown speaks at a 
community event in 2018.

The West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Office charged 
Gage Thibeaux, 23, with 
second-degree murder of 
his girlfriend’s infant, who 
went into cardiac arrest at a 
motel off of La. 415 on Fri-
day, June 5. 

The child’s mother, Hope 
Goss, 23,  has been charged 
with principal to man-
slaughter for failing to alert 
authorities about the child’s 
abuse. 

The 5-month-old girl 
suffered from third-degree 
burns to 30-39% of her 
body, according to West 
Baton Rouge Coroner’s 
Office Chief Investigator 
Yancy Guerin. The child 
was also “severely mal-
nourished and dehydrat-
ed,” weighing only eight 
pounds.  

According to the CDC 
and the World Health Or-
ganization, the weight of 
a healthy 5-month-old is 
approximately 15 to 17 
pounds.

The infant’s death is be-
ing investigated by the cor-
oner’s office as a homicide, 
but a cause of death has not 
yet been determined. 

Felony Prosecutor Tony 
Clayton said he believes 
the evidence shows the 
child was tortured and mur-
dered. Clayton said sifting 
through the details of the 
case has been “gut-wrench-
ing.”

The couple was living 
at a motel on LA 415 with 
the infant and a 2-year-old 
who was removed by state 
social service officials fol-
lowing the infant’s death, 
according to the WBRSO.

At press time on Tuesday, 
June 9, both Thibeaux and 
Goss were still being held 
at the West Baton Rouge 
Parish jail, according to the 
online roster.  See BOARD on Page 3A See STATUE on Page 3A

See WNV on Page 2ASee BACK on Page 3A
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Statue of Henry Watkins 
Allen across from the 

WBR Courthouse near 
the WBR Parish Library. 

Inside
News...........................1A-3A

Events ..............................4A

Lifestyles.................4A - 6A

Opinion...........................7A 

Legals.....................6B & 7B

Classifieds..............7B & 8B

Arrests & Obits .......................2B

Bids & Notices..................3B - 5B

Fun Page .............8A

Sports ..................1B


