
w w w . t h e w e s t s i d e j o u r n a l . c o mFollow us on social media
$1.00

Port Allen, louisiAnAVolume 85| number 15 thursdAy, noVember 4, 2021

  Sports

Early voting on
proposed amendments

Page 3 Page 12

Art contest winners 
announced

Dunham puts an end to
Port Allen’s winning streak

Lifestyles

Page 4

News 

Kristie HendricKs

westsidejournalnews@gmail .com

Folks of all ages showed 

up to show their support.

BATON ROUGE – The 
National Society Daugh-
ters of the American Rev-
olution urges Americans 
to celebrate Native Amer-
ican Indian heritage and 
family literacy during the 
month of November. In 
support of both, Port Allen 
Mayor Richard N. Lee, III 
has proclaimed Novem-
ber a time to honor Native 
American Indian heritage 
and support of family lit-
eracy with emphasis on 
the history, culture, con-
tributions, customs and 
traditions of the American 
Indians and indigenous 
peoples to our great na-
tion and participation in 
literacy programs such as 
read-a-thons, book drives, 
workshops and family ac-

tivities at schools, libraries 
and community centers to 
encourage literacy.

Native American Aware-
ness Week began in 1976 
and recognition was ex-
panded by Congress and 
approved by President 
George Bush in August 
1990, designating the 
month of November, as 
National American Indian 
Heritage Month.

National Family Litera-
cy Day, established by the 
103rd Congress in 1994, 
and now marking its 27th 
anniversary on Novem-
ber 1, 2021, highlights the 
importance of reading and 
learning for the entire fam-
ily and emphasizes the im-
pact that parents have on 
their child’s learning.

Celebrate the
Foundation of America
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Holy Family School 
rocked their first post-pan-
demic Bear Fair October 29 
and 30th. The previous Bear 
Fair was held in the spring 

of 2019. Principal Alise 
Ashford made the decision 
to hold the fair during the 
fall season “due to COVID 
keeping us from having one 
the past 2 years and wanting 
to bring our community 

back together for a fun time 
with family and friends.”

Joyful whoops could 
be heard echoing through 
the neighborhood Friday 
and Saturday as attendees 
bought tickets to several 

rides on site including the 
Soarin’ ride that allowed 
riders to mimic a Super-
man position for flight, a 
large Ferris wheel, Rock 
it—a large pendulum that 
inverted riders at one point 

of the ride, Fire Ball—a 
circular track suspended in 
the air where riders turned 
upside-down and many 
more. 

Fair favorites like funnel 
cakes and cotton candy 
filled the street with the 
smell of sweetness. Other 
food on site included mini 
donuts, fried chicken and 
sausage. Don Rich and the 
Rougarou II band rocked 
a stage by the gymnasium 
Saturday afternoon. Other 
musical guests over the 
weekend were DJ Coozan, 
Rae and the Soul Shakers 
and Louisiana Band.

The Silent Auction took 
place Friday and Saturday 
and ended in the early 
afternoon, while the live 
auction began at 4:30 P.M. 
Saturday. 

Keeping with the theme 
of the fall season, this year’s 
comeback celebration was 
dubbed, “Holy Family Bear 

Scare Fair.” However, the 
school will also hold a Bear 
Fair celebration at its nor-
mal spring time slot, during 
lent, this school year. The 
2022 Spring Fair will begin 
April 1. The tradition of an 
annual fair has been part of 
the Holy Family School for 
over 50 years. 

Moxey and Citizens Bank announce partnership

Fourth Annual Stop the
Violence Parade rolls on in 2021

BATON ROUGE – Mox-
ey and Citizens Bank & 
Trust announced they have 
entered into a strategic 
partnership to support 
local business owners in 
southern Louisiana.
Roland P. Gaudet, Man-

ager at the Citizens Bank 
& Trust Main Office in 
Plaquemine, LA. elab-
orates, “For over one 
hundred and five years 
Citizens Bank and Trust 
has been forming part-
nerships to better serve 

our communities. We are 
proud to say that we have 
developed multi- gener-
ational partnerships with 
local businesses that are 
still in existence today.
Citizens Bank and Trust 

feels that Moxey offers 
another tool for local 
businesses that is comple-
mentary with traditional 
banking. We look forward 
to the partnership with 
Moxey and continue to 
increase our presence in 
West Baton Rouge, Pointe 
Coupee, and Iberville 
Parishes.”
The Moxey-Citizens part-

nership is a powerful com-
bination. Small businesses 
come to Citizens Bank & 
Trust for solutions to help 
them expand their business 
with lines of credit for 
capital improvements and 
other business banking 
services. Many small busi-
nesses need a small injec-
tion of cash flow and new 
business opportunities that 
Moxey specializes in. The 
Moxey network can extend 
zero interest micro loans 
and send new customers to 
the business owner from 
inside the Moxey network 
which drives new revenue 

and repays the loan.
“Moxey and Citizens 

share the goal of helping 
small businesses thrive. 
This partnership will 
continue our shared goal 
of growing local econo-
mies. Our hope is Citizens 
Bank and Trust is the first 
of many new relationships 
across Louisiana and the 
southeastern United States. 
Forward thinking, strategic 
partners are essential as 
Moxey aims to integrate 
into every community in 
America.” said Charlie 
Davis, President of Moxey.

Tara Snearl organized the 
fourth annual Stop the Vi-
olence parade, which was 
held at William and Lee Park 
in Port Allen on Saturday, 
October 30, 2021. Over 200 
people attended the event. 

 Snearl is the mother of 
Fatrell Queen, who was 
murdered in his own home 
on November 2, 2017, only 
5 days after his 28th birth-
day. The event is held annu-
ally near both Queen’s birth 
and death anniversaries. 
Four years later, the case has 
not been officially solved.  

Port Allen is a small, seem-
ingly peaceful town nestled 

into West Baton Rouge, a 
parish of less than 30,000 
residents. However,  Snearl 
stated, “We are not immune 
to violence[…]”. This year 
has seen several deadly 
shootings including the death 
of 15 year-old Jazzimane 
Woods in May and 21 year-
old Trey Allen in September.  

 Though Snearl has expe-
rienced trauma and intense 
emotional suffering after 
the loss of her son, she is 
spreading love to strengthen 
the community. “We trans-
fer support to each other 
on this difficult journey, to 
cure the violence. Domestic 
violence, gun violence—
we stand against that.”

 While a few public offi-

cials were present, includ-
ing Councilwoman at Large 
Clerice Lacy who served 
as Grand Marshall, Snearl 
said that she “would love 
to see more officials and 
dignitaries there, people 
who can be influential to 

the  cause, to be that bridge 
for the kids—serving as 
mentors. From the home 
to the schools,  having that 
leadership, kids need to see 
them supporting the cause.”  

Snearl has no intention 
of stopping her efforts in 
West Baton Rouge to spread 
awareness and love sur-
rounding violent acts, espe-
cially gun violence. Her or-
ganization has gone through 
changes but has in the past 
held other events, like the 
Daddy-Daughter Dance. 
Snearl believes, “Someone 
has to lead these kids. The 
community must create and 
breed love, not hate. We 
want change. We want to 
connect the broken pieces, 
to be that safe, strong, and 
productive community.”  

If you are interested in 
becoming a part of the 
Justice for Fatrell Organi-
zation, please send your 
information to: justice-
for fa t re l l@yahoo.com 

or join the Facebook 
group:  # Can’t Stop! Won’t 
Stop! #Justice for Fatrell #
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Double dose of fair fun for the 
2021-22 school year
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WASHINGTON – U.S. 
Small Business Adminis-
tration Administrator Is-
abella Casillas Guzman 
announced today that the 
agency has delivered more 
than $1 billion in disaster 
rescue funds to small busi-
nesses, homeowners, rent-
ers, and private nonprofit 
organizations recovering 
from damages caused by 
Hurricane Ida in Septem-
ber.

“Hurricane Ida left a 
trail of damage, and the 
SBA swiftly deployed its 
disaster teams across sev-
en states to help countless 
small businesses, nonprof-
its, and individual residents 
get the financial support 
needed to rebuild,” said Ad-
ministrator Guzman. “The 
SBA continues to scale to 
ensure disaster-impacted 
communities can focus on 
recovery and powering our 
nation’s economy.”

As of October 25, the 
SBA Office of Disaster 
Assistance (ODA) has ap-
proved more than 20,600 
low-interest disaster loans 
delivering a combined $1 
billion in financial assis-
tance to areas impacted by 
Hurricane Ida. The SBA is 
rapidly processing appli-
cations and will continue 
working to meet the needs 
of all those affected by this 
disaster.

Businesses, homeown-
ers, renters, and private 
nonprofit organizations in 
67 counties and parishes 
across Georgia, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Mississippi, 
New Jersey, New York, and 
Pennsylvania are eligible 
to apply for low-interest 
disaster loans to help re-
pair the physical damage 
caused by Hurricane Ida. 
The deadline for residents 
of Louisiana impacted by 
Hurricane Ida to apply for 
financial assistance is Oc-
tober 28, 2021. Those that 
have not applied to receive 
aid yet are encouraged to 
apply as soon as possible.

The SBA’s disaster loan 
program is the only feder-
al assistance program that 
provides private property 
owners an affordable way 
to protect their homes, fam-
ilies, businesses, employ-
ees, and livelihoods against 
the next disaster. Funds 
received from these loans 
can be used by property 
owners to build back better, 
stronger, and more resil-
ient. The owners of private 
property impacted by natu-
ral disasters, like Hurricane 
Ida, are eligible for up to 
20% of their total physical 
losses, as verified by SBA, 
to incorporate protective 
measures to protect them 
against the next disaster.

Hurricane Ida
assistance to
small businesses
exceeds $1 Billion
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sharing a decadent Oreo 
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HFS Students Mylie, Claire, and Lillian enjoying 

Bear Fair on Saturday. 
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