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The West Baton Rouge 
Chamber of Commerce 
celebrated several firsts 
and honored West Side res-
idents and members at its 
annual banquet held at the 
Addis Community Center 
on Tuesday, Feb. 5.

During 2018, the cham-
ber developed its first stra-
tegic plan, earned board 
accreditation, launched an 
internship program for lo-
cal high school students, 
and hosted the state’s in-
augural economic develop-
ment tour via drone. 

Its members make every 
success possible, Execu-
tive Director Jamie Hanks 
said during her address. 
The chamber awarded 
several members and busi-

nesses for their impact on 
the community. 

Brusly native and town 
clerk Blaine Rabalais 
earned the most prestigious 

When it rains it pours, 
but for some Port Allen res-
idents, it gurgles. 

For years, sewage has 
backed up into about two 
dozen homes in West Side 
Village during heavy rain. 
The city is set to begin cost-
ly repairs to alleviate those 
problems in the next few 
months, and sewer rate in-
creases are on the horizon, 
Mayor Richard Lee said. 

Cracked pipes in the 
60-year-old system are 
primarily responsible for 
backups, Chief Adminis-
trative Officer for the City 
Adrian Genre said. During 
an average day, the waste-
water treatment plant in 
the rear of the West Side 
Village neighborhood pro-
cesses around 1 million 
gallons of water. During a 

Residents have ques-
tions in light of the parish’s 
first homicide of 2019, but 
the Port Allen Police De-
partment is not providing 
answers. Members of the 
Justice for Fatrell Organi-
zation asked the Port Allen 
Public Safety Committee 
and Police Chief Esdron 
Brown how to help during 
the Feb. 6 meeting. 

Dedrick Jackson 19, was 
killed in a drive-by shoot-
ing on Avenue A around 

Residents want 
answers, police 
want their help

Celebrating Black History
The Save Our Sons or-

ganization hosted the 18th 
annual Black History Pa-
rade through Port Allen on 
Saturday, Feb. 9. Port Allen 
native Andre Hal and safe-
ty for the Houston Texans 
served as the grand mar-
shal, riding on the first float 
of the parade. 

After a seven-month-
long battle with Hodgkins 
Lymphoma, doctors an-
nounced Hal was in remis-
sion on Sept. 18, 2018. His 
float exclaimed “Thank 
You Jesus” on a banner 
along with a prominent dis-
play showcasing his days 
as a Port Allen High School 
pelican.

The parade featured 
dancers and bands from 
both sides of the river, lo-
cal celebrities like Lil Ray 
Neel, as well as local offi-
cials like Port Allen Mayor 
Richard Lee, III, and City 
Councilmembers Ray Hel-
en Lawrence and Carey 
Williams. 

To see the full gallery of 
photos visit www.thewest-
sidejournal.com.
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Port Allen Native and safety for the Houston Texans Andre Hal served as grand marshal for the parade 
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Clerice Lacy and Kevin Lawrence of the Justice for 

Fatrell Organization address the Public Safety Com-

mittee and Police Chief Esdron Brown on Wednes-

day, Feb. 5.

One dead 
after 
shooting 
at trailer 
park off 
U.S. 190

One person is dead fol-
lowing a shooting at La-
Comb’s Trailer Park off of 
U.S. 190 Monday night, 
according to the West Ba-
ton Rouge Sheriff’s Office.

A resident called in a re-
port of shots fired around 
8:00 p.m. and responding 
deputies found one person 
deceased. The WBRSO has 
identified the person and is 
making notifications.

More information will be 
made available after press 
time and can be found at 
www.thewestsidejournal.
com
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