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Election season kicks off

Re-Elected

Tony Clayton
18th JDC 

District Attorney Elect

Scot Rhodes
Brusly Mayor

The announcement of a 
district attorney’s seat go-
ing vacant at the end of the 
year would typically bring 
a long list of hopefuls, but 
it wasn’t the case this year.

Assistant District Attor-
ney Tony Clayton, who 
longtime officeholder 
Ricky Ward endorsed when 
he announced he would not 
seek another term, went 
unopposed in the race to fill 
Ward’s seat when he retires 
at the end of this year. The 
unopposed run came as a 
surprise, Clayton said.

Clayton, a Port Allen na-
tive, has worked with Ward 
since 2002. 

“It’s a very sobering 
deal when 80,000 people 
in three parishes, and 100 
lawyers, allow me to do 
this job,” said Clayton, 57.

“I was somewhat sur-
prised, but not totally,” he 
said. “The nature of the 

way Ricky Ward has run 
the office, he has done 
nearly as flawlessly as a 
prosecutor can and the peo-
ple knew what Ricky had 
done and how he has run 
a good office and want to 
keep it in the same hands 
with same people to keep 
the public protected.”

Clayton, who has been 
Chief Felony Prosecutor 
for most of the time he has 
worked with Ward, has 
tried nearly every major 
felony case involving mur-
der or rape. The 18th JDC 
District Attorney’s Office 
touts a conviction rate in 
the high 90s for such cases. 

“If you come over here 
and you commit murder 
and are caught, you will go 
to jail,” Clayton said. 

As lead prosecutor, 
Clayton brought down con-
victed serial killers Derrick 
Todd Lee and Sean Gillis, 
who terrorized south Lou-
isiana for years. Both were 
convicted as charged by 

Clayton and received life 
sentences.

In 2015, Crimefighters of 
Louisiana, a victim advo-
cacy organization,  named 
Clayton “Prosecutor of the 
Year.” He earned the hon-
or for his successful pros-
ecution of Karl Howard 
and Monique Kitts for the 
“murder for hire” death of 
Corey Kitts Jr. in West Ba-
ton Rouge Parish. 

Clayton plans to contin-
ue running the office the 
same way Ward has for 
years - emphasis on vic-
tim’s rights with zero tol-
erance for career criminals 
and compassion when war-
ranted, he said. 

One issue he has set his 
sights on solving is the lack 
of a juvenile justice system 
on the West Side. He plans 
to discuss options with the 
Louisiana Supreme Court 
and legislators to “come up 
with a solution for these ju-
veniles.”

Clayton enters an elite 

group as one of only five 
African-American district 
attorneys in Louisiana. The 
others include James Stew-
art of Caddo Parish, John 
Belton of Lincoln/Union 
Parish, Charles Cravins 
of St. Landry and Bridget 
Dinvaut of St. John the 

Jonathan Lefeaux
Brusly Police Chief
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Tony Clayton to take helm of DA 
Office, all four judges re-elected
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Candidates are off to 
the races for the Nov. 3 
election. On the south end 
of the parish, the Addis 
and Brusly town councils 
will see change as current 
members did not seek 
re-election. In Port Allen, 
the Mayor, Police Chief 
and City Council could 
see change as challengers 
qualified to run against 
incumbents. 

Port Allen 
Mayor & Council

Port Allen Mayor 
Richard N. Lee, III qual-
ified for another term on 
Wednesday. Court Street 
Cafe owner Jason Ham-
mack qualified Friday 
afternoon to run against 
him in the general elec-
tion. 

All current Port Allen 
City Council members 
- Carey Williams, At-
Large, Ray Helen Law-
rence, District I, Hugh 
“Hootie” Riviere, District 
II, Garry Hubble, District 
III and Brandon Brown, 
District IV - have quali-
fied. 

Riviere, Hubble and 
Brown did not have any 
candidate qualify to op-
pose them. 

Clerice “Clo” Lacy and 
Bart Saia qualified to run 
against Williams for the 
At-Large seat. Former 
Parish Council member 
Charlene Gordon quali-
fied to run against Law-
rence for the District I 
seat. 

Port Allen Police 
Chief

Three candidates have 
qualified to challenge in-

Candidates

David Toups
Addis Mayor

Ricky Anderson
Addis Police Chief

Addis and Brusly May-
ors and Police Chiefs were 
re-elected to serve another 
term without opposition 
when qualifying ended Fri-
day, July 24. 

Addis Mayor David 

Toups has served since 
2013 and will return to of-
fice, as will Police Chief 
Ricky Anderson, who 
heads into his twentieth 
year as police chief. 

Brusly Mayor Scot 
Rhodes will serve a sec-
ond consecutive term. He 
was elected mayor without 

opposition in 2016 after 
serving a term on the Brus-
ly Town Council. Police 
Chief Jonathan Lefeaux 
was elected for the third 
time after being elected in 
2014 to finish former po-
lice chief Jamie Whaley’s 
term and again in 2016. 

after serving a term on 

the Brusly Town Coun-
cil. Police Chief Jonathan 
Lefeaux was elected for 
the third time after being 
elected in 2014 to finish 
former police chief Jamie 
Whaley’s term and again in 
2016. 

South Side Mayors, Police Chiefs
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West Baton Rouge re-
ports its highest number 
of new cases and 34th res-
ident death on Monday, 27, 
according to the Lousiana 
Department of Health data 
and the West Baton Rouge 
Parish Coroner’s Office. 

Monday, a 69-year-
old Addis woman died of 
COVID-19 and LDH re-
ported 28 new cases. The 
second-highest totals, both 
26 new cases in one day, 
were reported on May 14 
and June 19. 

At press time on Tues-
day, there were 582 con-
firmed cases of coronavirus 

in West Baton Rouge Par-
ish, according to LDH. 

The number of reported 
cases in West Baton Rouge 
Parish has risen by 98 in 
one week to 582. Across 
the state, the Louisiana De-
partment of Health reports 
111,038 confirmed cases 
and 3,700 residents who 
have died of COVID-19 
with more than one million 
tests completed by state 
residents. 

According to LDH, 4,917 
COVID-19 tests have been 
completed by parish resi-
dents. This week, the parish 
planned to ramp up testing 
with two mobile test sites, 
but both canceled due to 
weather.

34
582

deaths

cases

Coronavirus 
coverage
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