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School vaccinations happening 
across West Side parishes

See COVID Page 2

ExxonMobil employ-
ee volunteers welcomed 
130 middle-school girls 
from 13 schools on Fri-
day, March 5, in East and 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
for Introduce a Girl to En-
gineering Day, a program 
designed to inspire female 
students to consider careers 
in engineering. 

Brusly High School par-
ticipated in the program, 
with Shannon Donnelly 
and Lana Hussein of Exx-
onMobil leading hands-on 
activities with students. 

“We’re pleased to con-
tinue this annual event 
during a school year of sig-
nificant challenges which 
has required students to 
be resilient and build their 
problem-solving skills,” 
ExxonMobil Baton Rouge 
Plastics Plant Manager 
Angela Zeringue said. “As 
we see our world take on a 
global pandemic, our scien-
tists, health professionals, 

technicians and engineers 
are developing solutions to 
meet the world’s needs and 
these girls will be among 
those helping us overcome 
challenges of the future.”

A panel of ExxonMobil 
employees virtually an-
swered participants’ ques-
tions while volunteers at 
each school led students 
through a hands-on, inter-
active experiment. Students 

learned how creativity and 
ingenuity can be used in the 
classroom and how knowl-
edge of science, technolo-
gy, engineering and math 
subjects can lead to reward-
ing engineering careers.  

According to the Soci-
ety of Women Engineers, 
women account for only 
13 percent of the engineer-
ing practice - a number the 
program hopes to increase. 

Local students participate in 
Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day
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Shannon Donnelly and Lana Hussein of ExxonMobil leading hands-on activities 
with Brusly High School students during the Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day 
program on Friday, March 5.

The National Corn Grow-
ers Association named 
Donald Schexnayder of 
Port Allen third in the state 
in the National Corn Yield 
Contest with more than 233 
bushels produced per acre. 

Donald Schexnayder was 
one of 506 state winners 
nationwide. The 2020 con-
test participation includ-
ed 7,844 entries from 48 
states. Of the state winners, 
27 growers – three from 
each of nine classes – were 
named national winners, 
representing 12 states.

The National Corn Yield 
Contest, sponsored annu-
ally by the National Corn 
Growers Association, rec-
ognizes farmers from across 
the country for their efforts 
and exceptional results. 

“In hindsight, 2020 
looked much different for 
all of us. For farmers, the 
year brought unique chal-
lenges, true tests of their 
determination, grit and abil-
ity to persevere. As always, 
America’s farm families did 
not waiver in optimism or 
commitment. That dedica-
tion, along with eyes hold-
ing the future steadily in 
their gaze, allowed farmers 
to find abundance, opportu-

nity and success in an un-
foreseeable time,” NCGA 
President John Linder, a 
corn grower from Edison, 
Ohio, said.

Although the past year 
posed numerous tests for 
all sectors of the American 
public, farmers continued 
to drive agricultural pro-
duction in the face of in-
credible obstacles. The av-
erage yield among national 
winners was more than 346 
bushels per acre – great-
er than the projected 2020 
U.S. average of 175 bush-
els per acre. While there is 
no overall contest winner, 
yields from first, second 
and third place farmers 
overall production catego-
ries topped out at more than 
476 bushels per acre. 

“Farmers relied upon an 
innovative nature and abil-
ity to adapt practices while 
adopting technologies,” 
Linder said. “They did more 
with less. They planned for 
the future, focusing on both 
environmental and eco-
nomic sustainability. Draw-
ing from knowledge rooted 
in tradition while explor-
ing ever-evolving choices, 
farmers used the best of 
both old and new to provide 
food, feed and fiber for the 
world.”
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Donald Schexnayder, owner of Schexnayder and 

Sons, with soybean crops during an interview in 

2018. This year, Schexnayder placed third in the 

state in the National Corn Yield Contest. 

Local corn grower 
earns top state 
honors in National 
Corn Yield Contest

Vaccinations for school 
personnel began last 
Thursday for educators in 
West Baton Rouge Par-
ish and are set to begin 
this Thursday, March 9 in 
Pointe Coupee Parish as 
part of the expansion in the 
latest phase of the COVID 
immunization process. 

West Baton Rouge Par-
ish Schools have partnered 
with Arbor Family Health, 
Our Lady of the Lake and 
Ochsner to provide vac-
cines to teachers and staff. 
So far the partnerships 
have resulted in more than 
70 educators being vacci-
nated and vaccine offer-
ings are ongoing. Superin-

tendent Wes Watts expects 
to have close to half of the 
parish educators vaccinat-
ed by the end of next week. 

The school district dis-

tributed a survey about 
a month ago with about 
55% of faculty indicating 
they were interested in be-
ing vaccinated. Some staff 

members qualified due 
to age and other factors 
and were vaccinated inde-
pendently, Watts said. 

Teachers and other staff 
are not required to be vac-
cinated, but State Super-
intendent Cade Brumley 
said the vaccines will bring 
Louisiana K-12 public 
schools much closer to full 
face-to-face learning. 

Arbor, which began ad-
ministering the vaccine in 
early January, has averaged 
100 to 200 vaccinations per 
week. The residents 55 and 
older had been the largest 
demographic to receive the 
vaccine, but those numbers 
are dwindling rapidly, ac-
cording to Cindy Peavy, 
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