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A little chihuahua got to feel the wind in his very short 

hair while bumming a free ride with “dog mom” Jordan 

Bergeron.  Bergeron said Monday, March 22, was her day 

off from work and the start of spring, so she was taking 

her mini Simon dog out for a bike ride in the sun along 

North Jefferson Avenue in Port Allen. .  

The LA Highway 1/ 415 Connector 

route plans have taken a detour after the 

announcement in November of a renewable 

fuel complex on the west bank of the Missis-

sippi River near Port Allen.

The $9.2 billion Grön Fuels complex at 

the Port of Greater Baton Rouge will use a 

portion of land near Intracoastal Waterway 

that was originally pegged for the connector 

route from La. 415 to La. 1.

“It’s where the original path was supposed 

to go, but that’s where the facility is going to 

go, so the state is going to have to redesign 

that piece of the puzzle,” said state Sen. 

Rick Ward, R-Port Allen. He serves as head 

of the Senate Transportation Committee.

The redesign should be complete by sum-

mer, he said.

Ward said he does not expect further 

delays.

“It’s moving right along, and the money 

is secured, so it’s not going anywhere,” he 

said. “Hopefully, they’ll start work soon.”

The current fiscal year marks the first 
payment the state Department of Transpor-

tation and Development has received for the 

project, Ward said.

At the same time, talks continue on the 

long-discussed plans for a new Mississippi 

River Bridge. A long road looms before it 

gains funding, but Ward remains optimistic 

that the plans will eventually fall into place.

The funding is only part of the issue.

Environmental studies and other prelim-

inary work must be completed before the 

project gets the green light, Ward said.

“What they’re doing right now is extreme-

ly important,” he said. “If Warren Buffett 

came down here and wrote us a $1 billion 

check until engineering work is done, we 

still wouldn’t be able to start. 

“There’s work being done, and in the 

meantime, we will figure how to fund the 
construction,” Ward said.

Sen. Rick Ward’s proposal 
could fund local road projects

A proposal by state Sen. Rick Ward could allow parishes to decide on a constitutional amendment to tax gasoline sales as a way 
to fund local road projects.

Ward, R-Port Allen, plans to bring the issue before lawmakers when the state legislature heads into its regular session Monday, 
April 12.

His proposal would call for a statewide constitutional amendment that would let each parish vote whether they want to pay a few 
cents more per gallon at the pump for road repairs or new streets.

“Right now, the constitution prohibits a sales tax on the sale of fuel,” said Ward, who serves as chairman of the Senate Transporta-
tion Committee. “As it is, you go into a convenience store, and you can pay tax on a drink or candy bar, but not on fuel.”

An April 24 runoff election between 
Democrats Troy A. Carter and fellow 
New Orleanian Karen Carter Peterson 
will decide the winner of the vacant 2nd 
Congressional District. 

Carter led the 18-person race with 
34,396 votes (36 percent) against 
21,670 (23 percent) for Peterson in a 
long list of candidates for the seat va-
cated by Cedric Richmond, who ac-
cepted a cabinet position offer from 
President Joe Biden shortly after the 
2020 Presidential election.

Baton Rouge Democrat Gary Cham-
bers Jr. finished third with 20,151 votes 
(21 percent). Baton Rouge Republican 
Claston Bernard, who tallied 9,237 
votes, notched 10 percent of the vote. 
He was the only other candidate to 
draw double-digit percentages.

Voter turnout was 16.4 percent in 
West Baton Rouge Parish (2,607 vot-
ers) and 17. 9 percent statewide. 

In WBR, the election covered 13 of 
the parish’s 29 precincts, while the re-
mainder of the parish is domiciled in 
the 6th Congressional District, repre-
sented by Republican Garret Graves. 

In Saturday’s election, Peterson led 
WBR with 334 votes (25 percent), 
while Bernard tallied 318votes (24 per-
cent). Gary Chambers had 296 votes 
(21 percent) and Carter finished with 
289 (20 percent).

In north Louisiana, Republican Julia 
Letlow tallied 67,199 votes (65 per-
cent) to win the 5th Congressional Dis-
trict seat. 

The seat went unfilled after her hus-
band, Republican Luke Letlow, died 
from COVID-19 complications in late 
December after he won the congressio-
nal seat. 
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