
Last week was Nation-
al Mosquito Awareness 
week. In Louisiana, 
Governor John Bel 
Edwards called it “Pilez 
Mosquito Week.” The 
Cajun French word Pilez 
means crush, which puts 
a regional spin on the 
national effort. West 
Baton Rouge Parish has 
multiple approaches for 
mosquito control. 
George Bragg, Mosqui-

to and Animal Control 
Superintendent said the 
most common diseas-
es found in mosquitos 
are West Nile Virus, 
St. Louis Insufilitus 
and “Triple E” which 
is Eastern Equestrian 
Insufilitus. The latter 
two are less common 
and have not been seen 
for a few years in West 
Baton Rouge. Last year, 
in 2020 the first positive 
test for West Nile Virus 
was on June 26th. East 
Baton Rouge has already 
reported positive cases 
for 2021.
“We are stressing to 

people it is the time of 
the year we see positive 
cases” said Bragg who 
based his estimations on 
16 years of data in West 
Baton Rouge. Testing 
mosquitos is a reliable 

method as positive 
results show in mosqui-
to populations before 
human cases are report-
ed. Citizens can help in 
disease prevention by 

keeping properties clean, 
eliminating standing wa-
ter, and wearing mosqui-
to repellant. 
Weekly updates are 

posted on social media 
on the West Baton Rouge 
Mosquito Control’s 
Facebook page and on 
their website. The up-
dates include highlight-
ed areas when positive 
cases occur and weekly 
spray zone maps.

One common appli-
cation of pesticides in 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
are spray truck opera-
tions. The water based 
pesticides are approved 

by the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency. 
While the products are 
deemed safe for humans, 
pets and plants they 
should still be avoided. 
After a truck passes, it is 
suggested people remain 
indoors for at least 30 
minutes. Trucks are also 
used in larvae control. 
Larvicides are applied 
a few times a year to 
sewer ditches and other 

standing water to address 
pests before they hatch.
For areas that are 

inaccessible by truck, 
off-road Kawasaki 
SXS vehicles and hand 
sprayers are used to treat 
mosquito populations. 
These efforts are mostly 
seen behind the levee, at 
schools and parks. 
Sometimes, prevention 

such as physical alter-
ation of the land where 
mosquitos are likely to 
breed is used in West 
Baton Rouge Parish. 
This type of treatment 
is usually done with 
assistance from the West 
Baton Rouge Drainage 
and Roads Departments 
to reduce risk of standing 
water. 
Surveillance of mosqui-

to populations is done 
by capturing specimens 
and testing for accurate 
understanding of disease 
presence and population 
density. This is done at 
the height of mosquito 
season which is from 
March to November. 
Accurate data helps to 
plan where efforts should 
be focused. 
The West Baton Rouge 

Mosquito Control Web-
site is www.westbaton-
rougemuseum.org/241/
Mosquito-Control
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Mosqito abatement
in West Baton Rouge

Veterinarian Dr. Gordon 
J. Pirie was recently rec-
ognized by his alma mater 
Texas A & M for the 2020 
Outstanding Alumni Award 
along with 8 other honorees 
out of about 8,000 people. 
It was there he received his 
Doctor of Veterinary Med-
icine Degree in August of 
1971. However, his story 
starts in West Baton Rouge 
where he grew up. 

Pirie’s youthful summers 
were spent working on the 
Camp Cattle Farm owned 
by Mr. Harold Morris. This 
experience prompted his 
desire to become a veter-
inarian. The Cattle Farm 
property which was locat-
ed at the corner of N.River 
Road and Section Road in 
Port Allen is now part of the 

Sugar Cane Farm still in the 
Morris family. 

Dr. Pirie helped Dr. Mi-
chael Baker, the official 
Veterinarian for Mike the 
Tiger, choose Mike VI from 
Indiana and after, Mike VI 
was diagnosed with can-
cer, Pirie assisted again in 
choosing Mike VII from a 
sanctuary in Florida. “He’s 
a celebrity animal [who] 
represents the University 
[Louisiana State] and the 

state of Louisiana—he’s 
quite important.” While Dr. 
Baker makes the final de-
cision, Pirie’s 50 years of 
experience working with 
tigers helped him have a 
say in the selection. Pirie 
attended Devall Elemen-

tary and Junior High and 
graduated from Port Allen 
High School in 1964. Pirie 
said his classmates at PAHS 
were a huge part of how he 
turned out, saying the group 
was honorable, with high 
integrity. “I remember be-
ing a country boy, running 
barefoot down gravel coun-
try roads.” Pirie said, and he 

Dr. Pirie and
Mike the Tiger(s)!
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Crucial issues from the 
recently completed 2021 
Louisiana legislative ses-
sion likely will play a key 
role in discussion when 
Iberville Parish Sheriff 
Brett Stassi officially be-

comes Louisiana Sheriff’s 
Association president 
today (July 1). 
The bills reflect a pivotal 

time in law enforcement, 
he said.
Legislation that decrim-

inalized marijuana, and a 
bill to allow for the carry-
ing of a concealed weapon 

by an unlicensed gun 
owner – which Gov. John 
Bel Edwards vetoed last 
week – both drew immense 
discussion among sheriffs 
statewide.
House Bill 653 by state 

Rep. Cedric Glover, 
D-Shreveport, reduced 
the penalty to $100 for 

marijuana possession up to 
14 grams. 
“It was coming, and we 

knew it was going to hap-
pen,” Stassi said. “We’re 
on a slippery slope because 
we’ve told our kids for 
years that they should say 
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Legislation reflects challenges
sheriffs face statewide, Stassi says


