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Detectives with the West 
Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Of-
fice intercepted a call from 
within the walls of the Par-
ish Detention Center de-
tailing a plot to murder two 
people last week. Nathaniel 
“Jug” Jelks, Jr., 52, orches-
trated a scheme with Jeffery 
Francois, 58, to murder two 
witnesses to a 2001 murder 

he was recently charged 
with while serving an 18-
year sentence for another 
murder. 

The call was “so cold, 
callous, chilling and most 
of all credible” authorities 
said, that within two hours 
the persons identified in the 
call were taken into protec-
tive custody. 

“I’ve been paying at-
tention, I’ve been look-
ing,” Capt. Kevin Cyrus, 

a WBRSO detective, said. 
“This call stood out.”

Jelks, who is currently 
serving an 18-year sentence 
for the 2003 murder of 
Amanda Davis, was booked 
on the 2001 Second Degree 
Murder of Demitra Augus-
tus on Oct. 11, 2018, after 
DNA and ballistic evidence 
linked him to the homicide. 

On Friday, Oct. 25, he 
made a phone call to Fran-
cois that revealed a chill-

ing, orchestrated scheme to 
murder two potential wit-
nesses to Augustus’ murder. 
Detectives intercepted the 
call on Monday, Oct. 29. 

“I just need somebody 
to direct me to tell me who 
they is where they stay 
and I’ll take the rest from 
there,” Francois said in 
the phone call, according 
to a transcript provided by 
WBRSO. 

Murder-for-hire plot orchestrated 
in prison stopped by authorities 
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Sen. Bill Cassidy speaks during the Wednesday, 

Oct. 31 luncheon hosted by the WBR Parish Cham-

ber of Commerce. He was awarded the Spirit of 

Enterprise by the US Chamber of Commerce.

Sen. Cassidy earns 
Chamber award for 
pro-business votes

Grand Marshal Ken Altazan 
dedicates honor to ‘unsung 
heroes’ of Vietnam War
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The 14th annual Veterans On Parade Grand Marshal Ken Altazan gave an emotional speech at a memo-

rial ceremony held at the West Baton Rouge Museum accompanied by Parish President Riley “PeeWee” 

Berthelot, Congressman Garrett Graves and American Legion Post 160 spokesman Claude Crawford. 

Brusly Police Dept. 

investigating fight at 
Brusly High School

A Brusly High teacher 
filed a complaint with the 
Brusly Police Department 
after a physical altercation 
involving two students and 
three faculty members on 
Thursday, Nov. 1, Brusly 
Police Chief Jonathan Le-
feaux said. 

In a video taken by a 
Brusly High student, two 
students are seen throw-
ing punches in the hall-
way. Storm Reeves, a math 
teacher and athletic coach 
intervened to break up the 
two students. 

In the video, Reeves is 
seen being slammed into 
a vending machine then to 
the ground by the brawl-
ing students. Head football 
coach Hoff Schooler and 
biology teacher Alwin Re-
ich intervened shortly after 
Reeves to assist in breaking 
up the two students. 

The video ends as 
Schooler and Reich pull 
one student away, and 
Reeves sits on top of the 
other with his hand on her 
neck.

“Stay the **** down,” 
Reeves shouts. “Do you 

understand me?”
The School Resource Of-

ficer did not generate a re-
port on the incident.

No arrests have been 
made in connection with 
the fight, Lefeaux said. 

“People will be disci-
plined,” Superintendent of 
Schools Wes Watts said in 
an interview. 

Instigating or participat-
ing in a fight is an offense 
that will result in suspen-
sion or recommendation 
for expulsion, according to 
the WBR Schools Student 
Handbook. Students 14 
years of age or older who 
engage in two fights during 
a school year will be rec-
ommended for expulsion.

 “Employees are cau-
tioned that the appropri-
ateness of certain action or 
behavior must necessarily 
be dictated by the nature 
of the position held by the 
employee and standards of 
common sense,” the Em-
ployee Conduct document 
reads. 

The incident is currently 
under investigation by the 
Brusly Police Department 
and will be turned over 
to the District Attorney’s 
office this week, Lefeaux 
said. 

Local jazz band asked to play 
at 2018 Victory Ball in NOLA

The West Baton Rouge 
“Oasis” Jazz Band, a group 
of West Side musicians of 
all ages, will play at the 
National World War II Mu-
seum in New Orleans on 
Monday, Nov. 12. 

The Museum invited 
the band of 17 to play af-
ter hearing a recording of a 
show in West Baton Rouge 
earlier this year. The band 
has played outside of the 
West Side before, but never 
at an event of this caliber. 

The invitation holds 
special meaning to some 
members who call New Or-
leans home and others who 
have family members who 
served in the military. 

The band put the finish-
ing touches on its perfor-

mance in the Brusly High 
band room Sunday, Nov. 4.

The event will follow 
the 2018 Victory Ball, held 
Friday, Nov. 9 which will 
honor the men and women 

who have served and con-
tinue to serve our country 
and offers special admis-
sion prices to veterans and 
active-duty service mem-
bers.

Proceeds from the 2018 
Victory Ball will support 
ongoing preservation ef-
forts and public program-
ming at The National 
WWII Museum.
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