
Louisiana State Police 
will not charge West Baton 
Rouge Sheriff Mike Cazes 
after concluding no proba-
ble cause exists, according 
to WAFB. 

An undercover investi-
gation by WAFB revealed 
Sheriff Mike Cazes hired 
an inmate to work unsuper-
vised in his home in March. 

According to the State 
Police report, which was 
leaked to WAFB-TV, Caz-
es admitted to leaving the 
inmate in the custody of 
his wife for approximately 
90 minutes and paying him 
between 35 and 40 dollars. 

The inmate performing 
yard work at the sheriff’s 
home was Elmer Castillo, 
a 32-year-old undocument-
ed immigrant in prison for 
sexual battery against a 
13-year-old. A Department 
of Corrections van was also 
seen on Cazes’ property.

Castillo told investigators 
he worked at the residence 
for one day. The sheriff 
refused interview requests 
from State Police. 

ExxonMobil announced 
an expansion to its Baton 
Rouge operations and 
celebrated 110 years of 
business and partnerships in 
Louisiana with a ceremony 
at the Capitol Park Museum 
on Monday, April 15.

The new polypropylene 
production unit in Baton 
Rouge will expand 
production capacity along 
the Gulf Coast by up to 
450,000 tons per year, 
according to ExxonMobil. 

The new project is in 
addition to ExxonMobil’s 
previously announced plans 
to invest $20 billion to 
build and expand facilities 
in the U.S. Gulf region as 
part of its Growing the Gulf 
initiative. 

Growing the Gulf projects 
include a new state-of-
the-art aviation lubricants 
blending, packaging, and 
distribution facility in the 
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Lady Pelicans earn a piece of the 
district title for fi rst time in 13 years

See EXXON  on Page 2
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Museum and Library host

Photos by Jaci Pinell and Breanna Smith

The West Baton Rouge Museum and Library teamed up again to host the annual Eggstravaganza on the grounds of the museum 

Sunday, April 14. Children hopped around to activites such as easter egg hunts, bean bag toss, pin the tail on the bunny, face painting, 

bubble-making, and arts and crafts. View the full photo gallery at www.thewestsidejournal.com. 

Portion of land donated 20+ years 
ago could become development

Cohn Associates, LLC 
wants to cancel the dona-
tion of land, which was 
donated by the Cohn fam-
ily to the city of Port Al-
len more than two decades 
ago, according to a letter 
sent to Mayor Richard Lee. 
The city built a basketball 

court on a portion of the 
land adjacent to North 14th 
Street.

City Attorneys have “se-
rious questions whether 
any such rights for them to 
take back the property still 
exist,” Port Allen attorney 
Evan Alvarez said during 
the Wednesday, April 10 
Council meeting.

According to the letter, 

Cohn Associates will allow 
the city to continue using 
the already developed por-
tion of land as a recreation-
al facility, so long as it in-
stalls a sign designating it 
“Cohn Park.”

The fi rm will also give 
the city the title to the two-
and-a-half acres of the land 
behind the existing basket-
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Exxon to 
expand 

Thermaldyne began op-
erations at the company’s 
fi rst indirect thermal de-
sorption facility in Port 
Allen on Monday, April 15. 

The Louisiana Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Quality (LDEQ) and the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) issued the 
company all permits neces-
sary for operations, accord-
ing to company spokesman 
Paul Rainwater. LDEQ 
approved the recycler’s 
request for a feedstock 
variance on Jan. 10, 2019, 
which was met with oppo-
sition from the Louisiana 
Environmental Action Net-
work (LEAN). 

Misconceptions about 
the company spread fol-
lowing its request for the 

facility’s fi nal required 
environmental permit, a 
Feedstock Variance, which 
allows the facility to accept 
material for recycling. 

LEAN fi led suit against 
Thermaldyne and LDEQ 
earlier this year, claim-
ing vague and misleading 
public notices. The lawsuit 
resulted in District Judge 
William Morvant requiring 
LDEQ to re-evaluate the 
water pollution permit is-
sued to Thermaldyne. 

The facility is regulated 
heavily by LDEQ and the 
EPA, and exceeds require-
ments in several areas, 
Rainwater said. The facili-
ty does not discharge water 
into local waterways nor 
does it emit toxins into the 
air. Wastewater from the 
facility is hauled to a local 
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The basketball courts built on one of four lots donated to the city of Port Allen by 

the Cohn Family in 1995 and 1996.
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