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Sheriff Mike Cazes 

sworn in for fifth term

Locals march through Port Allen calling for relocation 
of Henry Watkins Allen statue to WBR Museum

Photo courtesy of Jeff Guillot

A small bear seen in the Erwinville area near Palmer 

Drive last week. Bear sightings are common as 

development and population growth continue, WBR 

Animal Control Director George Bragg said. 

Stolen car pulled from 
the river in Brusly

Photo by Breanna Smith
Protesters ended a march from the corner of La. Hwy. 1 and Court Street at the Henry Watkins Allen Statue next to the West Baton 
Rouge Parish Library across from the parish Courthouse on Sunday, June 28. March leaders and members called for its relocation to 
the West Baton Rouge Museum,where other items from the Allen’s Allendale Plantation are on display. The Change.org petition for its 
removal by Shelton Berry and counter-petition for to keep the statue in its current location have led to staunch debates among resi-
dents. The Parish Council will discuss the matter at the July 9 meeting and decide the fate of the statue of Port Allen’s namesake. 

Bye Henry?

More than three dozen 
people gathered at the cor-
ner of LA Hwy. 1 and Court 
Street for a march calling 
for the relocation of the 
Henry Watkins Allen statue 
across from the West Baton 
Rouge Courthouse on Sun-
day, June 28. 

March leader Shelton 
Berry called for the statue 
to be relocated to the West 
Baton Rouge Museum in 
a vote at the July 9 Parish 
Council meeting, prom-
ising further marches and 
protests if the council does 
not pass a majority vote in 
favor of its relocation. An-
other speaker announced 
plans to begin a petition for 
the recall of Sheriff Mike 
Cazes, citing unkept prom-
ises and a lack of transpar-
ency. 

Allen is the namesake of 
the City of Port Allen, who 
served as the 17th Governor 
of Louisiana from 1864-65 
under the Confederacy. Al-
len was also an American 
soldier and politician, earn-
ing the rank of brigadier 
general in the Confederate 
States Army during the 
American Civil War.

Berry called the stat-
ue “traumatizing” in his 
Change.org petition, citing 
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Be bear-y careful

According to several 
residents, a small bear was 
seen near North Palmer 
in the Erwinville area last 
week. West Baton Rouge 
Animal Control Direc-
tor George Bragg said the 
sightings are typical in the 
area and around the parish 
this time of year. Most of 
the time they are in search 
of food, he said. 

Bragg encourages resi-
dents to avoid leaving pet 
food outside and keep gar-
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