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A gun stolen from Port 
Allen Police Chief Esdron 
Brown was used to murder 
a 77-year-old man in Okla-
homa nearly six years ago, 
according to the Oklahoma 
State Bureau of Investiga-
tions.

Brown confirmed the 
weapon was stolen from 
his vehicle during a rash 
of Port Allen burglaries in 
2013.

Authorities arrested 
three men in connection 
with the murder of Charles 
Nieman, whom they al-
legedly robbed at the Loaf 
‘N Jug convenience store 
in Boise City, Oklahoma 
on June 12, 2013. 

Zachary Wilson, 28, 
Timothy Dees, 28, were 
arrested in Mobile in Feb-
ruary. Authorities arrested 
the third suspect, Jeremy 
Hugh Scott, 33, in Adams 
County, Colorado two days 
later.

The Denver Police De-
partment recovered the 
handgun on June 16, 2013. 
Brown filed a complaint 

about the theft until July 
24, 2013, WAFB reports.

Brown said he kept the 
weapon in his garage, ex-
cept for the night of the 
theft when he left it in 
the console of his vehicle. 
The .40 Glock was not the 
weapon he carries on his 
belt, which could be the 
reason for the delay in re-
porting it stolen, he said.

The investigation by 
Oklahoma detectives con-
tinued with few leads until 
December 2018 when the 

Port Allen Police 
Chief’s stolen 
weapon linked to 
Oklahoma cold case

Photo courtesy of the Mobile County Sheriff’s Office
Timothy Dees, 28 (left) and Zachary Wilson, 28 

(right) were arrested in Mobile in connection with 

the 2013 murder of 77-year-old Charles Nieman. 

Jeremy Hugh Scott, 33
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Local officials, Brusly 
High administrators, and 
the West Baton Rouge 
School District broke 
ground on the new Brusly 
High School campus Thurs-
day, March 21.

The $36 million cam-
pus includes a competition 
track and asphalt parking 
lot with a limestone base. 
Renderings of the school 
presented by the School 
Board show a competition 
gymnasium, band room, 
courtyard, wrestling room, 
weight room, multi-purpose 
facility, and football locker 
room in addition to class-
rooms and labs.

The new campus is an 
awesome addition to the 
community that will alle-
viate overcrowding at lo-
cal middle and elementary 
schools, Parish President 
Riley “PeeWee” Berthelot 
said during the ceremony 
Thursday morning.

School grade levels will 
shift at several schools on 
the south end of the parish 
when the new Brusly High 
School opens. Lukeville 
will host only second and 
third grade instead of third 

through fifth grades. The 
currently Brusly Middle 
campus will host fourth and 
fifth grade, relocating one 
grade level, or about 200 
students, from the Brusly 
Elementary campus. The 

current Brusly High cam-
pus will become a middle 
school for sixth through 
eighth-grade students.

The new Brusly High 
campus will be the fifth 
high school built in West 
Baton Rouge since 1911, 

Brusly Councilwoman and 
retired Brusly teacher Jo-
anne Bourgeois said.

The new Brusly High 
School is expected to open 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year.
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Coming soon: Brusly High
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From left to right: Brusly High assistant principal Julie Mayeaux, Brusly High 

principal Walt Lemoine, Brusly High assistant principal Jason Lemoine and 

School Board superintendent Wes Watts celebrate the groundbreaking of the 

new Brusly High School during a ceremony on Thursday, March 21. 

Intracoastal repairs, lane closures continue 

Continued repairs to the 
Intracoastal mean contin-
ued lane closures. Monday 
morning, the Louisiana De-
partment of Transportation 
and Development (DOTD) 
announced the new lane 
configuration on the La. 
1 southbound Intracoastal 
Waterway Bridge. 

Last week, DOTD ap-
proved $450,000 in emer-

gency expenditure to repair 
a girder damaged when 
a driver in a dump truck 
struck it. 

The left southbound lane 
is closed from the bottom 
of the bridge to the midway 
point where traffic switch-
es back to the left lane. The 
new lane configuration be-
gan Monday at midnight.

The contractor working 
on the joint repairs finished 
in the closed right-hand 
lane and will now be work-

ing on the upslope of the 
left lane in the southbound 
direction, requiring the 
lane closure.

As of Tuesday, March 
26 North Line Road under 
the Intracoastal Waterway 
Bridge will be closed from 
7:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
through Sunday, March 31. 
The closure is necessary 
to perform an emergency 
repair on the recently dam-
aged girder on the LA 1 
Southbound Bridge

Preparation for the 
emergency repairs began 
last week and lasted into 
Tuesday, March 26. The 
contractor for the heat 
straightening of the steel, 
International Straighten-
ing, Inc., began work early 
this week. 

DOTD estimates con-
tractors will complete re-
pairs on the southbound 
approach by Friday.
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Cohn Elementary: Home of 
the South’s first Thinkabit Lab
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