
Monday, the Louisiana Department of Health reported 
926 additional confirmed cases of coronavirus in the state, 
surpassing the 350,000 mark.  At press time on Tuesday, 
LDH reported 384,047 total cases across the state. In West 

Baton Rouge, there are 1,918 confirmed cases, 2,332 total 
cases and 50 deaths attributed to coronavirus. 

Statewide, hospitalizations increased by 38 patients, 
with an additional two patients on ventilators. LDH re-
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The lot at 10th Street and Michigan Ave. in Port Allen. 
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The Port Allen Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
met Wednesday, Jan. 27 to 
review a rezoning request 
for several lots located 
along the railroad tracks at 
N. 10th St. and Michigan 
Ave. from commercial to 
a single-family residen-
tial. The potential buyer 
of the lots, represented by 
Francois DeLange to the 
Commission, has plans to 

build several single-family 
homes on the lots.

Willie Johnson, a nearby 
resident, expressed sup-
port for the idea of putting 
houses instead of leaving 
the lots empty, as they have 
been for years. Another 
resident, Carda Perkins, 
opposed the idea on the 
grounds the increased traf-
fic would pose a threat to 
families in the area.

DeLange described the 
houses as around 2,400 
square feet with brick fronts 

and panel siding. DeLange 
said Port Allen is in need of 
more single-family homes 
for young families to stay 
in the city.

The Commission unani-
mously decided to recom-
mend the rezoning request 
to the City Council for 
approval while requesting 
more details on the house 
values from DeLange. The 
request will go before the 
City Council for consider-
ation at their next regular 
meeting on Feb. 10
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Rezoning request for potential housing development 
in Port Allen gets thumbs up from commission

Dr. Craig Greene, who 
represents District 2 for the 
Louisiana Public Service 
Commission, was elected 
on a 4-1 vote last week to 
become the commission’s 
chairman. 

Greene, a Baton Rouge 
resident, is a native of Mar-
ingouin. 

“It is an honor and a 
privilege to be trusted with 
this responsibility by my 
peers,” Greene said.  “I 
look forward to continuing 
where Chairman Francis 
is leaving us off - leading 
the Commission in a fair 
and balanced manner, al-
ways ensuring that utility 
customers, the people of 
Louisiana who have asked 
us to represent them, are 
the focus of the decisions 
we make.” 

District 2 covers East 
Baton Rouge, East Felici-
ana, Iberville, Lafayette, 
Lafourche, Livingston, 
Pointe Coupee, St. Martin, 
St. Mary, Terrebonne, West 
Baton Rouge and West Fe-
liciana parishes. 

Greene was elected in a 
special election in fall 2017 

to fill an unexpired term. 
He won an election for a 
full term one year later. 

His current term expires 
Dec. 31, 2024.

Greene said he has pri-
oritized a balance in regu-
lation during his time with 
the LPSC.

“We have to understand 
the mechanics of healthy 
utility providers, but at the 
same time create and sus-
tain the regulatory expecta-
tion throughout Louisiana 
that the customers those 
utilities serve are the pri-
ority,” he said. “My leader-
ship will continue to reflect 
that necessity.”
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State surpasses 350,000 
confirmed coronavirus cases

WBR Health Unit accepting vaccine 
appointments for those over 70
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The West Baton Rouge Parish Health Center located at 685 Louisiana Ave. is now accepting appointments 

for COVID-19 accinations for those 70 years and older. Call 225-215-5219 to make an appointment. 

Inside
News................................1-2

Events ................................3

Lifestyles..........................3-5

Opinion...............................6  

Obituaries............................7

Arrest Report......................7

Bids, Notices.......................8

Legals.........................9 & 10

Classifieds................10 & 11

Sports................................12


