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The Port Allen Volunteer 
Fire Department in-
stalled officers for 2020-
21 during the Monday, 
July 6 meeting. Those 
interested in becoming a 
volunteer fire fighter can 
find additional informa-
tion at www.portallen-
vfd.org.

Pictured from to left to 
right: John Summers, 
Board Member, Jeff 
DeVeer, Treasurer,  
Anthony Summers, 
President, Barry Brewer, 
Secretary, Joe Howell, 
Board Member. 

Not pictured: Emile 
White, Vice President, 
Christina Jewison, For-
mer President, Jeremy 
Aguillard, Board Mem-
ber, Chad Smith, Board 
Member and Harold 
Brown, Board Member.

Over the weekend, au-
thorities arrested and 
charged one adult and three 
juveniles connected to a 
string of local car burglar-
ies that occurred earlier this 
year.

On Friday, July 3, police 
charged Lekelvin Batiste, 
18 of Port Allen, with one 
count of accessory after the 
fact to simple burglary and 
two counts of contributing 
to the delinquency of juve-
niles in the commission of 
a felony. Batiste is believed 
to be the ring leader of the 
vehicle burglary operation, 
Port Allen Police Chief Es-
dron Brown said.

Authorities arrested two 
juveniles on Friday and 
one self-surrendered on 
Monday, July 6, after flee-
ing from the scene on July 
3. Per Louisiana law, the 
names of the juveniles ac-
cused of crimes will not be 
published.

Police executed three 
search warrants and seized 
three stolen guns, a stun-
gun, 11 pistol magazines, a 
50-round .40 caliber drum 
magazine, a full-face cos-

tume mask, two bags of 
marijuana, clear plastic 
packaging material, a clip 
of money with three $10 
bills marked “For Motion 
Picture Purposes,” several 

mobile phones and a digi-
tal scale from his residence 
and vehicle. Two of the 
guns found were report-
ed stolen from East Baton 

‘Ring leader,’ three juveniles 
arrested in connection with 
string of vehicle burglaries 
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Baton Rouge 
man arrested 

in fatal Port 
Allen shooting 

Port Allen Volunteer Fire Dept. installs new officers

Photo courtesy of the Port Allen Police Department. 
Evidence seized by police during the execution of three search warrants on the 
residences and vehicles of two juveniles and Lekelvin Batiste, 18 of Port Allen, 
on Friday, July 3.

See ARREST on Page 3

West Baton Rouge au-
thorities arrested Christo-
pher Pierson, 35 of Baton 
Rouge, in connection with 
the first-degree murder 
of 31-year-old Kequan-
iel Green and attempt-
ed first-degree murder of 
31-year-old Nakeidra Wil-
liams. 

Pierson voluntarily sur-
rendered himself to West 
Baton Rouge Parish Sher-
iff’s Office authorities on 
Monday, July 6, follow-
ing the fatal shooting that 
killed Green and seriously 
injured Williams on Rev. 
Manual Street in Port Allen 
Sunday afternoon. 

Pierson was also charged 
as a felon in possession of 
a firearm. He is believed 
to have shot Williams and 
Green multiple times with 
a high-powered, automat-
ic weapon. Authorities did 

not provide information 
regarding a motive for the 
shooting, which is still un-
der investigation.

Pierson was booked into 
the West Baton Rouge 
Parish Detention Center 
on charges of first degree 
murder, attempted first de-
gree murder and as a felon 
in possession of a firearm. 
At press time, no bond has 
been set.

According to LDH and the WBR Coroner’s Office on Tuesday, July 7

Please visit our website for up-to-date coverage. 
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Coronavirus Coverage
WBR cases climb by 78, state by 16,232 in one week

On Tuesday, July 7 (press 
time), the Louisiana De-
partment of Health reported 
1,936 new coronavirus cas-
es, 23 deaths and 61 more 
hospitalizations across the 
state. Since last week, West 
Baton Rouge has reported 
78 new coronavirus cases 
and the state has added 16, 
232 for a total of 68,263. 
Of the new cases reported, 
19% are in the Greater Ba-
ton Rouge Area. 

Jefferson and East Baton 
Rouge parishes reported 

the largest number of new 
cases Tuesday with 175 and 
253, respectively. 

LDH has presumed 
43,026 recoveries or about 
63% of the total report-
ed cases. Across the state, 
testing has ramped up with 
an additional 33,953 coro-
navirus test reported Tues-
day. Of those tests, 5.7% 
were positive. Over the 
past week, the percentage 
of positive tests was 8.54%. 
During Phase I, the average 
percent positive was 4.78%. 

The number of patients 
hospitalized with coronavi-
rus topped 1,000 on Tues-

day, reaching 1,025 with 
109 patients on ventilators. 
Louisiana’s COVID-19 
death toll is 3,211. The West 
Baton Rouge Coroner’s Of-
fice has not reported any 
additional COVID-19 re-
lated deaths since May 30. 
Please note the death count 
by the West Side Journal 
previously reflected records 
from the West Baton Rouge 
Coroner’s Office and dif-
fered from the count by 
LDH. Recently, the LDH 
provided more informa-
tion on its reporting and we 
have updated our numbers 
to reflect theirs. 
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