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Coronavirus coverage: 
3 deaths, 33 new cases 

reported since Friday

Sports

Port Allen faces No. 2 
Mangham Friday

There are plenty of ways 
to give this season! 
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Community

Fire Chief urges residents 
to check smoke alarms
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Hicks named Port Allen’s 
next Chief of Police

Port Allen elects Hicks, Lacy
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According to LDH on Tuesday, December 8.

46
1,323

total 
deaths

confirmed cases

Corey Hicks Clerice Lacy

Corey Hicks, a first-time political candidate, beat out 
two-term incumbent Port Allen Police Chief Esdron 
Brown by 725 votes to become the Police Chief of Port 
Allen in 2021. 

Hicks garnered 1,156 (73%) of the votes during the Dec. 
5 runoff election to claim the victory. The Police Chief-
elect said holding the office has been a long-time goal of 
his. 

“It took a ton of bricks off my shoulders,” Hicks said in 
a late-night interview Saturday. 

Hicks said his goal is to reorganize personnel by hiring 

Lacy becomes first woman 
elected to At-Large seat

Port Allen voters named Clerice Lacy Port Allen City 
Councilwoman At-Large. She makes history as the first 
woman to hold the At-Large seat on the Port Allen City 
Council.

Lacy garnered 879 (55%) of the votes cast to beat out 
opponent Bart “Coach” Saia by 166 votes. 

“I feel awesome,” Lacy said. “I thank people like Ray 
Helen Lawrence for paving the way.” 

Lawrence served as a City Councilwoman representing 
District 1 for two decades. This year, former Parish Coun-
cilwoman Charlene Gordon beat incumbent Ray Helen 
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See ELECTED on Page 2

The Louisiana Depart-
ment of Health report-
ed two more confirmed 
COVID-19 deaths in West 
Baton Rouge Parish, one 
was reported Friday, Dec. 
4 and another on Sun-
day, Dec. 6. LDH reports 
an additional probable 
COVID-19 death in the 
parish, bringing the total to 
46 since the pandemic be-
gan in March.

Since Friday, Dec. 4 
LDH has reported 33 new 
cases in the parish with 
a bulk of the new cas-
es reported on Sunday, 
Dec. 6. Four new cases 
were reported on Tues-
day (press time) bringing 
the confirmed cases count 
to 1,323. LDH reports an 
additional 134 “probable 
cases” for a total of 1,457 
cases.  

The parish’s percent pos-

itivity increased by slight-
ly more than 11% from 
the week of Nov. 12-18 to 
Nov. 19-25. Bars may not 
reopen for on-premises 
consumption until the par-
ish’s percent positivity re-
mains below 10% for two 
consecutive weeks.

LDH reports 1,797 new 
confirmed cases in the 
state with an additional 

632 probable new cases. 
Tuesday, 45 more Lou-
isiana residents died of 
COVID-19 bringing the 
statewide death toll to 
6,363. There are 1,516 pa-
tients hospitalized due to 
COVID-19 and 165 are on 
ventilators.

Suspected 
robber arrested, 

claims social 
media prank 
gone wrong

Detectives with the West 
Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Of-
fice arrested Jonathan Am-
beau, 23 of Baton Rouge, 
on Monday Dec. 7, on one 
charge of attempted first 
degree robbery following 
an incident in the Walmart 
parking lot in Port Allen on 
Thursday, Dec. 3. 

Ambeau approached a 
woman sitting in her car 
and demanded that she give 
him everything she had. 
The victim said she would 
defend and protect herself, 
at which point Ambeau fled 
the scene in a silver sedan. 

During an interview with 
detectives, Ambeau admit-
ted to approaching the fe-
male but alleged he was not 

armed and the incident was 
a prank he was filming to 
post on social media.

Ambeau was identified 
thanks to media outlets air-
ing surveillance images and 
tips from the public. 

Ambeau has a criminal 
history for similar offenses, 
authorities said. 

As of press time Tuesday, 
no bond has been set.
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Ambeau

Vehicle 
pursuit 
ends with 
crash in 
Port Allen

A pursuit by State Po-
lice that began in Iberville 
Parish  ended in a collision 
with a police unit on Av-
enue G and South River 
Road in Port Allen Friday 
night. 

Troopers attempted to 
conduct a traffic stop on a 
stolen vehicle around 9:30 
p.m. but the driver refused 
to stop, leading authorities 
on a high-speed pursuit 
through West Baton Rouge. 

The driver of the stolen 
vehicle has not been iden-
tified by State Police nor 
have the charges against the 
driver been confirmed. 

As of press time Tues-
day, State Police have not 
released any additional 
information regarding the 
incident. 
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