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Port Allen native, former 
Holy Family pastor and 
Superintendent of Catholic 
Schools in the Baton Rouge 
Diocese Fr. Henry Vavas-
seur passed away on Friday, 
Oct. 26 at age 85.

Fr. Vavasseur was or-
dained as a priest of the 
Archdiocese of New Or-
leans in 1958 and became 
a priest in Baton Rouge in 
1961 when the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge was estab-
lished.

“We have given to Holy 
Mother Church eight men 
who have been ordained 
priests,” Fr. David Allen, 
Pastor of Holy Family 
Church said. “With the 
passing of our parishioner 
Fr. Henry Vavasseur we 
give back to God the lon-
gest-serving priests of those 
eight at 60 years of priestly 
ministry.”

He served throughout the 
diocese and in his home 
parish of Holy Family in 
Port Allen. He also served 
as the pastor of St. Pius X 
and Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Parishes in Baton Rouge, 
Assumption of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary Parish in 
Plattenville, St. Joseph the 
Worker Parish in Pierre 
Part, St. John the Baptist 
Parish in Zachary. He then 
served as Diocesan Vicar 
for Finance, Superintendent 
of Catholic Schools in the 
Baton Rouge Diocese and 
was the longtime chair of 
the Building Review Board.

Fr. Vavasseur grew up 
in a loving, Catholic home 
across the street from Holy 
Family Church and School 
as one of 10 children. In 
ninth grade, he left home 
to attend St. Joseph’s Sem-
inary in St. Benedict, La. 
and devoted the rest of his 
life to the priesthood. He is 
remembered as a prominent 
proponent of Catholic edu-
cation. 

“He loved Port Allen, 
and he loved Holy Fami-
ly,” Holy Family School 
Principal Michael Comeau 
said. “Father Vavasseur 
was loved by all and will be 
greatly missed.”

For Fr. Vavasseur’s full 
obituary, see page 7.

Brusly High senior Clay 
Gauthreaux is the only stu-
dent in the parish this year 
to earn recognition as a Na-
tional Merit Scholar. He is 
the son of Chris and Stacy 
Gauthreaux and brother of 
Max Gauthreaux. Gauth-
reaux is a member of the 
Beta Club, the basketball 
team and baseball team. He 
enjoys playing and watch-
ing sports and video games 
in his spare time. His favor-
ite subject is math. 

After graduation, Gauth-
reaux plans to attend col-
lege. His favorite memory 
of Brusly High is the small-
town feel and hospitality of 
the school and its commu-

nity. 
To be a National Merit 

Scholar reflects hard work 
on academics and the posi-
tive impact on those around 
you, Gauthreaux said. 

The National Merit 
Scholarship Program was 
founded to identify and 
honor scholastically talent-
ed American youth and to 
encourage them to develop 
their abilities to the fullest. 
Through this nationwide 
competition, National Mer-
it Scholarships are awarded 
to program Finalists and 
Special Scholarships are 
awarded to other high per-
forming participants who 
meet a corporate sponsor’s 
eligibility criteria.
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Port Allen High School students wearing red on Monday, Oct. 29 to show their support for the National Red 

Ribbon Week campaign. Students across the parish participated in National Red Ribbon Week through 

school spirit days and wearing red to unite and take a visible stand against drugs. The annual program 

began in 1985 in response to the murder of DEA Agent Enrique Camarena. Angered parents and youth 

in communities across the country began wearing Red Ribbons as a symbol of their commitment to raise 

awareness of the killing and destruction caused by drugs in America.

Students say no

Brusly High senior named 
National Merit Scholar

LEFT: Brusly High senior Clay Gauthreaux  was 

named a National Merit Scholar. 

A couple changed their 
traveling course after hear-
ing of Feast on the Levee, 
traveling almost 300 miles 
from Texas to St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church’s 
event. 

Charles Thibodeaux, 77, 
and his wife were on their 
way to New Orleans on 
Saturday—something they 
do when they get bored, he 
said. 

“We pack our bags and 
take off,” Thibodeaux said 
of their spontaneous na-
ture.

It was during the five-
hour drive the couple re-
membered attending Feast 

on the Levee in previous 
years. The historic church 
dating back to the late 
1700’s puts on the annu-
al event to raise money 
through donations, t-shirt 
sales and raffles to benefit 
the church. 

Thibodeaux said that he 
and his wife enjoyed the 
event so much they called 
to see if the event was oc-
curring once again. After 
receiving word confirming 
the event, they made reser-
vations to stay over and go.

“We were just driving 
through,” he said. “We 
had other plans, but we 
changed [them]” just to en-
joy bingo, the food and the 

Feast on the Levee attracts 
folks far and wide
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Scott Courtade stirs and serves jambalaya provided 

by Bergeon’s Meat Market at Feast on the Levee. 

Longtime 
PA priest 
passes
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Charles Thibodeaux, who traveled from Texas with 

his wife to attend Feast on the Levee.

Registrar 

of Voters 

appointed 

by Parish 

Council

The West Baton Rouge 
Parish Council appointed 
Corey Caillouet as the West 
Baton Rouge Registrar of 
Voters at the Thursday, Oct. 
25 meeting. 

The final nominations 
came down to Caillouet 
and former Brusly town at-
torney Jamie Fontenot out 
of 26 total applicants.

“For me, it’s a no-brain-
er to give her the opportu-
nity,” Councilman Ricky 
Loupe said. “She’s in there, 
and she earned it.”

Caillouet won the nomi-
nation in an 8-1 vote, with 
Council Chris “Fish” Ker-
shaw as the lone dissenting 
vote. Kershaw, who served 
on the interviewing com-
mittee for the appointment, 
said Caillouet is a great 
candidate, but Fontenot 
was an excellent candidate. 
But when it came time to 
vote it was clear his fellow 
Council Members did not 
share the same sentiment. 

“I am humbled by the 
support and kindness I have 
received, and I am truly 
honored to serve West Ba-
ton Rouge Parish,” Caillou-
et said. “I look forward to 
working with our citizens 
and public officials to con-
tinue the great work being 
done to make West Baton 
Rouge shine.”

Caillouet worked as sec-
ond in command under 
former Registrar of Voters 
Stacy Ryan for eight years 
and earned Ryan’s recom-
mendation for the position. 
While working under Ryan, 
Caillouet became a Certi-
fied Elections Registration 
Administrator (CERA) 
through courses offered by 
Auburn University. She has 
served as acting Registrar 
of Voters upon Ryan’s re-
tirement earlier this year. 

“The decision we’re 
making today is not just for 
the election we’re having 
right now,” Kershaw said. 
“This decision affects the 
residents of WBR for many, 
many years from now.”
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