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Sports

Panthers head to 
SULPHUR

Segregated cemeteries 
still haunt Louisiana
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Port Allen’s Juana “Meme” 
Schultz celebrates her 

100th birthday
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News

Photos by 

Hannah Swarner

Family, friends and 

classmates of Jazzi-

mane Woods gathered 

at Port Allen High 

School Friday, May 7 for 

a balloon release and 

presentation of her Lady 

Pelicans softball jersey 

to her family. In the top 

photo, Jazzimane’s 

mother Rhonda Woods 

and her father Herman 

Forest during the cere-

mony. 

State expands 

COVID-19 

Emergency Rental 

Assistance Program 

to include utilities

Shortly before 3 p.m. on 

Friday, May 7, Louisiana 

State Police began investi-

gating a four vehicle crash 

that resulted in a fatality 

on Interstate 10 west of LA 

Hwy. 415 in West Baton 

Rouge Parish. The crash 

took the life of 58-year-old 

Claude Brewer of Ham-

mond.

The initial investigation re-

vealed the crash occurred 

as Brewer was traveling 

eastbound on Interstate 

10 in a 2017 Ford Transit 

van. For reasons still under 

investigation, as the Ford 

approached stopped traffic, 
Brewer failed to stop and 

struck the rear of a 2018 

Nuco commercial motor 

vehicle. This triggered a 

chain reaction causing the 

Nuco to strike the rear of a 

2018 Dodge van, which in 

turn struck a 2017 Dodge 

Ram.

Despite the fact that he 

was properly restrained, 

Brewer sustained fatal in-

juries and was pronounced 

deceased on the scene. All 

other parties were proper-

ly restrained and were not 

injured. Impairment is not 

suspected to be a factor in 

the crash, but routine toxi-

cology samples were taken 

and will be submitted to 

the Louisiana State Police 

Crime Lab for further anal-

ysis. This crash remains un-

der investigation.
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Hammond man killed 

in crash on LA 415

Gov. John Bel Edwards 

announced last week the 

expansion of the State of 

Louisiana’s U.S. Treasury 

Emergency Rental Assis-

tance Program will now in-

clude utility assistance.

The program focuses on 

providing financial assis-

tance to Louisiana renters 

and landlords experiencing 

financial hardship due to 
the COVID-19 pandem-

ic. With the expansion, the 

state-administered program 

will provide assistance for 

past-due rent and utility 

fees dating back to April 

2020, as well as future rent 

for eligible applicants.

As of May 6, more than 

13,000 renters have be-

gun applications for the 

state-administered pro-

gram, and $2.6 million in 

rental assistance has been 

approved. The application 

period remains open and 

now allows for renters to 

submit requests for assis-

tance in paying past-due 

utilities and home energy 

costs, which includes elec-

tricity, gas, water and sew-

er, trash removal and fuel 

oil.

“As we approach the 
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14-year-old charged in the 

murder of Jazzimane Woods

A 14-year-old was charged last week with second-de-

gree murder for the killing of 15-year-old Port Allen native 

Jazzimane Woods, according to 18th Judicial District At-

torney Tony Clayton. 

Port Allen High School held a balloon release and pre-

sented her softball jersey, signed by her classmates to her 

family on Friday, May 7. Woods was a model student and 

softball player at PAHS.

Clayton said it was too early in the investigation to know 

a potential motive and whether the teen acted alone. Most 

of those details will not be released as the investigation is 

ongoing.

Woods was shot and killed Saturday around 1 a.m. when 

a shooter opened fire on the apartment where she was stay-

ing as she got ready for bed. She died at the hospital.

The district attorney had sharp words about the juvenile 

detention system in the state. He said law enforcement has 

been struggling to find a place in Louisiana to house the 
juvenile offender. 

“It has been natural hell trying to get someone to take 

custody of a child charged with murder. Louisiana should 

be ashamed of itself that it does not have a place to house 

juveniles except to release them back to the public,” he 
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