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WBR wins Chamber of the Year
  It’s an exciting time 
to be in the chamber of 
commerce industry and to 
be a chamber in Louisiana.  
Many chambers have risen 
to the challenge to provide 
unparalleled leadership 
and direction, helping their 
members and communities 
thrive.  
 This type of performance 
reflects the solid organiza-
tional infrastructure built 
through much hard work 
and diligence.
  It is the goal of the 
LACCE Chamber of the 
Year Award program to 
recognize those chambers 
that have distinguished 
themselves and their com-
munity through excellence 
in chamber management.  
 Entries were judged 
by an out-of-state panel 
of judges comprised of 
current chamber execu-
tives.  Recognition is based 
on the past 12-month’s 
accomplishments.
   To be considered, a 
chamber must submit 
examples of growth and 
progress in three areas 
vital to an organization’s 
success:  community de-
velopment, organizational 
development, and profes-
sional development.  
 West Baton Rouge 
Chamber of Commerce 
was proud to win Loui-
siana’s State Chamber of 
the Year in the mid-sized 

category.
 “The West Baton Rouge 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
mission states—To be the 
voice of business while 
promoting growth and a 
high quality of life in West 
Baton Rouge Parish—and 
the entire community, 
coming together in partner-
ship, is making this a reali-
ty each day. While we are a 
member-services organi-
zation, we have made it a 
priority to serve our entire 
parish by putting words 
into tangible actions. 
Speaking on behalf of 
the Chamber, connecting 
commerce and community 
is the best part of what we 
get to do every day,” said 
Executive Director Jamie 
Hanks.
 “As Chairman of the 
Board for the West Baton 
Rouge Chamber, my goal 
this year was to focus 
on connecting Chamber 
members to the citizens 
of our wonderful parish,” 
said Glen Daigle.  “The 
initiatives that we have 
put into place to make that 
happen have been extreme-
ly successful. This award 
only confirms the value 
that the Chamber and its 
membership bring to West 
Baton Rouge Parish!”
 West Baton Rouge 
Parish President Riley L. 
Berthelot, Jr. remarked, 
“As the recipient of the 

2019 Chamber of the year 
Award, the West Baton 
Rouge Chamber has done 
it again! Another win for 
the smallest parish in the 
state, where our Chamber 
is committed to helping 
business and industry 
thrive, promoting commu-
nity involvement and im-
proving the quality of life 
for everyone in West Baton 
Rouge Parish. Congratula-
tions to Jamie Hanks and 
her team!”
 Last year, the West Baton 
Rouge Chamber received 
its accreditation through 
LACCE. This prestigious 
award was designed to 
distinguish the high qual-
ity, expertise, and strong 
leadership displayed by 
accredited chambers.  
 Today, our chamber re-
mains honored to make up 
a total of 14 chambers of 
commerce in the state that 
have been recognized with 
this distinction. 
 “The dedication put 
forth in every initiative 
the Chamber takes on 
by Membership Director 
Sharon Oubre-Williams 
and Events and Opera-
tions Coordinator Anais 
Brand Anzaldua leaves me 
speechless. I am incredibly 
grateful to our team and 
for a dedicated village of 
volunteers who enable our 
organization to progress 
each year,” Hanks conclud-

ed.    
   “This type of perfor-
mance reflects the solid or-
ganizational infrastructure 
built through much hard 
work and diligence. This 
truly represents that our 

entire community works 
together to make ‘The 
West Side The Best Side.’’’
 LACCE is the pro-
fessional development 
organization for chambers 
of commerce executives 

and staff members in 
Louisiana. LACCE equips 
chamber professionals with 
leadership development 
opportunities and tools to 
build innovative chambers.

The West Baton Rouge Chamber of Commerce was awarded the state’s Chamber of the 
Year recognition. The local chamber is represented here, left to right, by Anais Anzaldua, 
events and operations coordinator, Executive Director Jamie Hanks and Sharon Oubre-Wil-
liams, membership director. 

 The shooter allegedly 
responsible for the Sept. 7 
death of a Airline High-
way gas station clerk was 
arrested Thursday after 
he confessed to the early 
morning shooting, ac-
cording to the East Baton 
Rouge Parish Sheriff’s 
Office. 
 Antonio Watts, 22, 
confessed to the crime, 
detectives say, that resulted 
in the death of 29-year-old 
Md Firoz-Ul-Amin, an 
LSU post-graduate student 
who had been working 
part-time at the station near 
the base of the U.S. 61 
Mississippi River Bridge. 
 Watts provided collabo-
rated details from the sur-
veillance video, confirming 
his involvement. 
 He has been booked into 
Parish Prison on counts 
of first-degree murder, 

armed robbery, illegal use 
of a weapon and felon in 
possession of a weapon. 
 In security video, Watts 
is seen shooting Firoz-
Ul-Amin unprovoked, the 
Sheriff’s Office said. 
 Watts is then seen step-
ping over the slain man to 
get cash from the register.
Detectives said Watts was 
located after a tip was 
reported to the Sheriff’s 
Office and arrested Thurs-
day in East Baton Rouge 
Parish, but did not give  
specifics on the tip.  
 A tip helped detectives 
find and arrest Watts, the 
Sheriff’s Office said. Dep-
uties arrested him in East 
Baton Rouge Parish last 
Thursday.
 Firoz-Ul-Amin, of 
Bangladesh, was studying 
computer science as a 
doctoral student and would 
have graduated with his 
doctorate from LSU in 
2023.

 He had earned his bach-
elor’s degree and master’s 
degree in computer science 
and engineering, respec-
tively, from Jahangirnagar 
University in Bangladesh.
 Firoz-Ul-Amin had been 
planning to return home 
soon, to be married in 
December. He had planned 
to bring his bride back to 
Baton Rouge as he finished 
his studies.
 “The entire LSU com-
munity mourns the tragic 
loss of Ph.D. student Firoz-
Ul-Amin,” LSU President 
F. King Alexander had said 
in a statement Saturday 
after the slaying. “He was 
an incredibly gifted student 
and researcher with such a 
promising future.” 
 “Our thoughts are with 
his family, fellow students 
and his professors in the 
Computer Science and En-
gineering program at this 
time,” Alexander contin-
ued.

Port Allen man arrested in 
death of gas station clerk
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Improvements continue at 

Lukeville Upper Elementary 

Superintendent Wes Watts 
and Principal Judith Brock 
were joined by almost two 
dozen others involved with 
the new construction at 

Lukeville Upper Elemen-
tary School last week for 
a ribbon cutting, but that’s 
just the tip of the iceberg 
that is the whole story. 
 Among those present 
for the ribbon-cutting 

were representatives of 
the architectural firm who 
designed the new building, 
RHH Architects, and con-
tractors Deumite Construc-
tion.   
 The project, which 
added over 7,000 square 
feet with its new entrance 
building, is a step in a 
much larger construc-
tion project in which the 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
School Board is currently 
involved. 
 A long and winding road 
led to the completion of 
the Lukeville portion of 
what became a $90 mil-
lion construction project 
involving nearly every 
school building in the 
parish. 
 “In 2014, a board retreat 
ended with a long-range 
plan for the direction 
School Board members 
wanted to go, things we 
wanted to do,” Watts said. 
“So we began working on 

Lukeville Upper Elementary School’s new addition 
adds over 7,000 square feet to the school south of 
Brusly. 

Tommy Comeaux

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

See LUKEVILLE on Page 2

Inside
News...........................1A-2A

Events ..............................3A

Lifestyles........3A, 4A & 8A

Opinion...........................5A 

Obits.................................8B

Arrests..............................8B

Bids, Notices..........6A & 7A

Sports......................1B & 2B

Legals.......................3B - 6B

Classifieds........................7B


