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“Drivers in
Louisiana

reported 146.3 
incidents of auto 
fraud per million 

residents
in 2020.”

Grant SuneSon
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HARAHAN - Families 
Helping Families of Greater 
New Orleans (FHFofG-
NO), the Louisiana Parent 
Training & Information 
Center (LaPTIC) is present-
ing a new series of virtual 
seminars called, “Navigat-
ing the IEP.” It is in four 
parts and will be offered on 
different days of the week 
and at various times of day 
to hopefully accommodate 
busy schedules. Each part 
of the series goes in-depth 
into different sections of 
the IEP, allowing parents to 
gain a better understanding 
of the document and how it 
can help their child achieve 
their greatest success in 
school. And as always, our 
training is FREE for parents 
and professionals to attend.

The seminars run from 
September 1 through Sep-
tember 23. For dates, times 
and registration forms go to  

www.thewestsidejournal.
com. and look for “The 
Louisiana Parent Training 
and Information Center.”

The Louisiana Parent 
Training and Informa-
tion Center (LaPTIC) is 
a project of FHF of GNO 
and funded by a grant from 
the United States Depart-
ment of Education.  Their 
mission is to empower and 
educate children and adults 
with disabilities and their 
families about resources, 
services, and supports to 
attend school, work, and 
thrive in their communities. 
It provides webinars and 
seminars on a variety of 
disability-related issues for 
parents of children with 
disabilities and professional 
audiences. We teach parents 
to become an advocate for 
their child. All services are 
provided FREE of charge. 

For more information 
call Bebe Bode at 504-888-
9111.
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Twenty-five Big Boys were built exclusively for Union Pacific Railroad, the first of which was delivered in 1941. 
The locomotives were 132 feet long and weighed 1.2 million pounds. Big Boy No. 4014 was delivered to Union 
Pacific in December 1941. The locomotive was retired in December 1961, having traveled 1,031,205 miles in 
its 20 years in service.  Union Pacific reacquired No. 4014 in 2013, and relocated it back to Cheyenne to begin 
a multi-year restoration process. It returned to service in May 2019 to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the 
Transcontinental Railroad’s Completion. Of the original 25 Big Boy locomotives, seventeen were scrapped, 
seven are on  display. An eighth, Union Pacific 4014, has been rebuilt to operating condition by Union Pacific 
as part of its steam program. On Sunday the 4014 ran into a low water situation and was forced to spend the 
night in Addis, adding another 22 miles to their scheduled trip. Photo by West Side Journal’s Shelli LaGrange.

Where Louisiana 
ranks among states 

with the most
auto fraud

Big Boy 4014 makes
unplanned stop in Addis

Addis population may be
overestimated, Toups says

Many towns and cities 
will likely question the 
accuracy of the 2020 cen-
sus based on population 
decrease over the last 10 
years, but it’s a different 
story for Addis.
Estimated figures that 

show a population of 7,805 
are probably overestimat-
ed, according to Addis 
Mayor David Toups.
Toups said he does not 

dispute that the municipal-
ity has grown considerably 
and that it’s now a city. But 
he’s not sure population has 
more than doubled over the 
last decade.
“I think the census ten 

years ago was lacking, and 
I think it was around 5,000 
based on building permits 
ten years ago when they 
had us at 3,593,” he said. 
“So, right now, it looks al-
most like we doubled in 
size. That’s possibly right, 
but some of those numbers 

were probably not count-
ed.”
The advancement to a city 

continues a surge in popu-
lation over the last 50 years 
on the south end of the par-
ish.
The population was less 

than 1,000 in the 1970s 
when Addis was classified 
as a village. Its growth el-
evated to a town by 1980.
Annexation played a large 

part of the growth. 
The seeds for growth 

came from state and feder-
al funding to expand sew-
er infrastructure as part of 
a project spearheaded by 
then-Mayor Carroll Bour-
geois. 
“All we did was grow 

into what was annexed,” 
Toups said. “We’re down 
to the last couple of filings 
at Sugar Mill Subdivision, 
and after that we will level 
out and it will be somebody 
else who grows.”
Aside from proximity to 

petrochemical industries 
and commuters to Baton 

Rouge, much of the growth 
is attributed to the school 
system. 
“It’s another one the driv-

ing forces, especially the 
new Brusly High School 
that the citizens of West 
Baton Rouge money elect-
ed to put back into the 
system and investments of 
our kids,” Toups said. “The 
new BHS is like a little ju-
nior college campus, and 
the other schools have had 
updates and renovations.”

The infrastructure invest-
ment played a big role in 
a smooth growth pattern, 
Toups said.
“We’re proud of what we 

have, we try to make sure 
the infrastructure we put in 
is top notch,” he said. “Our 
experience in the growth 
has set us up to have good 
facilities in the future.
“We’re doing what we can 

to make sure the infrastruc-
ture stays up to par in terms 
of quality and doing some-
thing we all can be proud 
of,” Toups said. “With the 
intracoastal being done and 
the 415 interchange, that 
will also make life a little 
easier.”
Toups is in his third term, 

and ninth year as mayor. 
CLARIFICATION 

The totals in the census 
story last week were esti-
mated populations. Accord-
ing to official from Brusly 
Town Hall, the population 
is 2,580 according to fig-
ures they received from the 
U.S. Census Bureau. 

There were over 120,000 
reported auto fraud and 
scam cases in the U.S. in 
2020. Drivers who are un-
fortunate to do business 
with a dishonest mechan-
ic or dealership can be 
tricked out of hundreds if 
not thousands of dollars.
  Auto fraud comes in 

many different forms. Me-
chanics may overcharge or 
double charge for services, 
make unnecessary repairs, 
fake malfunctions, price 
gouge, or charge for un-
used parts. Car dealerships 
may lie about a buyer’s 
credit score, sell useless 
warranties or unnecessary 
products, and charge high 
interest rates. These prac-
tices are much more com-
mon in some states than 
othwers.
   To determine the worst 

states for auto fraud, 24/7 
Wall St. reviewed a list 
compiled by insurance 
marketplace Clearsurance, 
which based its list on data 
from the Federal Trade 
Commission. States were 
ranked based on the per 
capita number of auto-re-

lated fraud cases.
  The rate of auto fraud 

varies widely from state to 
state. Most states reported 
between 140 and 250 cas-
es per million residents in 
2020. In three states, there 
were fewer than 100 cases 
per million, but in eight 
states, there were more 

than 300 cases of auto 
fraud per million residents.
  In Louisiana, auto fraud 

complaints are less likely 
than in the typical state. 
Drivers in the state report-
ed 146.3 incidents of auto 
fraud per million residents 
in 2020 -- the 13th lowest 
rate among all states. The 
median among all states 
is 187.9 cases per million 
residents. In total, Loui-
siana residents reported 
680 cases of auto fraud in 
2020, the 22nd lowest fig-
ure among states.

New seminars help 
parents with IEPs

West Baton Rouge Sheriff’s 
Office will be conducting 
the Louisiana Highway 
Safety Commission spon-
sored campaigns -  “Drive 
Sober or Get Pulled Over”  
with a Traffic Safety Check-
point on Sunday  Septem-

ber 5, 2021 and Saturation 
Patrols during the Labor 
Day Holiday season begin-
ning Friday September 3rd 
thru Tuesday September 
7th, 2021  in an effort to en-
sure a safe driving holiday 
season for motorists.

Labor Day traffic safety
checkpoint  and

saturation patrols


