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Police Chief says “character training” 
will continue despite two lawsuits
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Red Hat Road residents 
are concerned a new sub-
division will increase util-
ity and drainage issues as 
well as crime. The neigh-
borhood will nearly double 
the number of homes on 
the road, adding 21 to the 
almost 30 currently there. 

“Every time there’s a 
new development or sub-
division in that area we 
have more and more flood-
ing, that’s including me,” 
Councilwoman Naomi 
Fair, who represents the 
district encompassing Red 
Hat Road said.

The Parish Council ap-
proved the final plat pre-
sented by TDH Properties 
during the Thursday, Dec. 
13 council meeting, but 
plans to make changes to 
the verbiage before offi-
cially signing off on the 
project. Fair cast the only 
dissenting vote. 

TDH Properties, a com-
pany based in Plaquemine, 
will develop 14-acres of 
the sugarcane field behind 
the building that was once 
Fred’s Super Dollar. 

Red Hat Road resident 
Sidney Williams raised 
concerns over drainage, a 
lack of fire hydrants and 
the safety of local children 
due to narrow streets and 
lack of lighting. TDH Prop-
erties is required to make 
water and sewer infrastruc-
ture improvements before 
final power will be granted, 

Former West Baton 
Rouge Sheriff’s deputy 
Ben Arceneaux was indict-
ed on a charge of malfea-
sance by a grand jury on 
Friday, Dec. 14. Arceneaux 
resigned from the depart-
ment shortly after the felo-
ny indictment, West Baton 
Rouge spokesperson Major 
Zachary Simmers said.

Several women came 

forward to accuse Arcene-
aux of stalking and sexu-
ally assaulting them while 
he was on duty earlier this 
year. Prosecutor Scotty 
Chabert did not provide 
an exact number but said 
multiple women testified 
during the grand jury hear-
ing. The grand jury con-
vened in October but did 
not reach a decision. The 
grand jury decided to in-
dict Arceneaux on malfea-
sance after approximately 

six hours of deliberation on 
Friday, Chabert said. 

Records from the West 
Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Of-
fice show Arceneaux was 
issued a two-week suspen-
sion without pay in March 
following a conduct viola-
tion that occurred around 
January of 2018. After the 
suspension, he was trans-
ferred to the Work Release 
Center from March 19 
through March 30. He re-
turned to uniform patrol on 

April 1, 2018. 
In a heavily redacted 

version of the initial com-
plaint, a woman alleges 
Arceneaux instructed her 
to pull over onto an iso-
lated then placed one hand 
against her throat and 
grabbed her hair on the 
back of her head. The re-
port also says she referred 
to Arceneaux as “her stalk-
er.”

After WBRZ-TV broke 
the original story in July, 

three more women came 
forward with similar al-
legations against Arcene-
aux. In October, a fourth 
woman contacted the West 
Side Journal with allega-
tions against Arceneaux 
but asked to remain anon-
ymous. 

The West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Office did not is-
sue a statement on the in-
dictment.

A grand jury indicted for-
mer Brusly police officers 
Anthony “Kip” Dupre and 
Dan Cipriano on Friday, 
Dec. 14 after approximate-
ly six hours of deliberation, 
according to prosecutor 
Scotty Chabert.

The jury indicted Cir-
priano on a simple battery 
charge and Dupre on a 
charge of malfeasance in 
office.

The charges stem from 
an incident on Oct. 5, 2018, 
in the main office of Brus-
ly Middle School. Dupre, 
the school resource officer, 
responded to a disturbance 

call at the school then 
called Cipriano to assist. In 
a video leaked to WAFB, 
Dupre then Cipriano are 
seen wrestling with the 
14-year-old student.

The student’s grand-
mother and attorney 
Kwame Asante claim the 
student suffered physical 
and psychological damage 

as a result of the incident.
Community members 

marched down the LA-1 
service road to Brusly Town 
Hall on Monday, Dec. 3 in 
response to the incident. 
Shaeeta Williams, an Ad-
dis resident with a child at 
Brusly Middle School, told 
the town council residents 
want the facts and to ensure 

that something like this will 
never happen again.

Brusly Police Chief Jon-
athan Lefeaux turned the 
investigation over to State 
Police after questioning the 
officers’ use of force. Both 
officers resigned from the 
Brusly Police Department 
in November.
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Decorate. 
Enter. 
Win.

Thursday, Dec. 20 is the 
last day to enter the West 
Side Journal’s 2018 Holi-
day Home Decoration Con-
test. We are accepting en-
tries of decorations big and 
small, inside and out. We 
want to see unique trees, 
inflatables galore and lights 
from the street. 

SoSis, Mingle, Addis 
Hardware and Community 
Coffee have sponsored the 
contest and provided great 
gifts for the top three sub-
missions. 

An oilless turkey fryer, 
12-room birdhouse, CC’s 
gift card, jewelry from 
SoSis and a candle from 
Mingle are all up for grabs. 
Entering is easy, visit our 
website at www.thewest-
sidejournal.com and click 
CONTESTS. Upload a 
photo just like you would to 
Facebook or Instagram, tell 
us who you are and more 
about your decorations then 
hit submit. That’s it!

Winners will be featured 
in our Thursday, Dec. 27 
edition and receive one or 
more of the prizes listed 
above. Hurry! The final day 
to enter is Thursday, Dec. 
20.

Reflections of the Season

Former Brusly officers indicted on 
malfeasance, simple battery

Build the 

bridge

Voters, officials and in-
vestors are making sure 
the Capital Bridge Project 
moves right along with 
hopes that soon traffic will 
too. 

State and Department of 
Transportation and Devel-
opment (DOTD) officials 
say there is no funding and 
thus no timeline for the bil-
lion-dollar bridge. Legisla-
tors, most notably Port Al-
len native Sen. Rick Ward, 
began working to figure 
out a way to “do it for our-
selves” in the 2018 legisla-
tive session.  

Sen. Ward and Jim Ber-
nhard, CEO of Bernhard 
Capital Partners, praised 
East Baton Rouge Parish 
voters for passing a half-
cent roads improvement 
sales tax on Dec. 8. 

“We’re going to look to 
the five parishes to contrib-
ute and I believe that Baton 
Rouge has led the way…” 
Bernhard told the Baton 
Rouge Press Club Monday, 
Dec. 10. 

Bernhard committed to 
providing the capital for the 
project, which he dubbed 
the Capital Bridge or Cap-
ital Expressway, earlier this 
year. 

“It’s not just that it has 
to be them,” Ward said. 
“[Bernhard Capital Part-
ners] want to make sure 
that [voters] know that 
the five-parish region can 
move forward and try to 
plan this project knowing 
that there’s somebody there 
that will absolutely fund 
the build of the bridge.” 

Other groups have ex-
pressed interest in the proj-
ect as well, and Ward ex-
pects the financing options 
to be competitive. 

Whether voters choose 
to fund the bridge or ex-Photo by Jaci Pinell
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