
The Port Allen Police 

Department is investigating 

the fatal shooting of a teen-

age girl that happened in 

the early hours of Saturday, 

May 1.  

Officials responded to re-

ports of shots fired near the 
200 block of N. 14th Street 

at an apartment building 

around 12:56 a.m. on Sat-

urday. There, authorities 

found 15-year-old Jazzi-

mane Woods suffering from 

multiple gunshot wounds. 

The teen was transported to 

the hospital where she later 

succumbed to her injuries, 

according to a statement re-

leased by Port Allen Police 

Chief Corey Hicks. Woods 

was a student at Port Allen 

High School. 

It is unclear whether 

there is a suspect at this 

time. The Port Allen Police 

Department is asking for 

the public to call 225-343-

5525 with any information 

regarding the shooting or 

call CrimeStoppers at 344-

STOP to submit an anony-

mous tip.
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Following the Gover-

nor’s changes to the state-

wide mask mandate last 

week, West Baton Rouge 

Parish lifted the mask man-

date within the unincor-

porated areas of the parish 

on Wednesday. Brusly and 

Addis followed suit with 

the parish, lifting the mask 

mandate within both towns. 

Port Allen also lifted the 

mask mandate except for 

inside governmental build-

ings like City Hall and the 

Police Department. 

Across the state, private 

businesses have the right 

to impose mask mandates 

within their facilities.

Port Allen Mayor Rich-

ard Lee said expects to keep 

the mask mandate in place 

for City Hall and other gov-

ernmental facilities until the 

end of May.

Brusly Mayor Scot 

Rhodes reiterated that 

the mask requirement for 

schools is under the Gov-

ernor’s revised mask man-

date. 

Private businesses within 

the city may choose wheth-

er to require masks for en-

try. 

The capacity of com-

munity centers will be in-

creased to 75% with social 

distancing and no masks 

required.

Parish leaders are asking 

residents to remain vigilant 

and consider the CDC’s 

recommendation in regards 

to vaccinations. 

Surrounding parishes 

have also lifted their mask 

mandates, including:

•  Ascension

•  East Baton Rouge (Ex-

cept for city-parish govern-

ment buildings)

• Iberville (Except for 

parish government build-

ings)

• Livingston

• West Feliciana

According to the Louisi-

ana Department of Health, 

the parish remains in the 

“highest risk” category 

with an 8.9% reported rate 

of positivity. 

A total of 59 deaths and 

2,844 total cases have been 

reported in the parish since 

the onset of the coronavirus 

pandemic in March 2020. 
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Courtesy of the Office of the Governor

Unbearable end to bear saga
LDWF euthanizes bear, says he was 

too reliant on human food sources

Courtesy of Robin Seguin Hurst
Image captured from a video posted on Facebook of 
the Port Allen bear roaming the streets. 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries person-

nel captured an adult male Louisiana black bear in Port 

Allen on Tuesday night (April 27). Officials euthanized the 
bear because he had become habituated and too reliant on 

human food sources, according to a statement released by 

LDWF Wednesday. 

“We’ve worked so hard to re-establish the Louisiana 

black bear population in our state and any time we have to 

euthanize one it is a hard decision,’’ LDWF Secretary Jack 

Montoucet said. “This is always a last resort in these cases. 

Unfortunately, bears like this one, that have become too 

dependent on human food sources, cannot be successfully 

relocated. Public safety is our utmost concern and that’s 

why this difficult call was made.’’
When a bear has learned to access human sourced food 

associated with residential areas, it can cause a behavior 

progression that becomes a human safety risk, LDWF Bi-

ologist Supervisor Scott Durham said. 

LDWF personnel trapped the 200-pound bear on Tues-

day, April 27 around 8:30 p.m. The bear initially appeared 

in Port Allen on Saturday and returned to the neighbor-

hood area on Tuesday, rummaging through garbage cans 

and porches in search of food, according to LDWF. LDWF 

strives in all human-bear conflicts to educate the public 
about removing all the attractants that have caused bears to 

stray into human populated areas. However, because some 

have become dangerously human habituated, that isn’t al-

ways possible, as was the case this time, the statement by 

LDWF reads. 

Some Port Allen residents were outraged, taking to Face-

book and Twitter to express anger and sadness. The weekly 

Jack’s Running Club in Port Allen held a Port Allen Bear 

Memorial Walk/Run on Thursday. 

Practices that will limit human-bear conflicts include:
• Never feed or approach bears.

• Secure food, garbage, and recycling.

• Remove bird feeders when bears are active.

• Never leave pet food outdoors.

• Clean and store BBQ grills.
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Courtesy of John Summers
The Port Allen bear spent several hours in the yard 
of John Summers, climbing trees and taking naps. 

Port Allen senior 
named Gates 
Millennium Scholar

Port Allen High School 

senior and class Valedic-

torian Naturi Scott was 

recently named a Gates 

Millennium Scholar. She is 

the second Port Allen High 

School student in history to 

be named a Gates Millenni-

um Scholar.

“There’s no student that 

is more deserving,” Port Al-

len High School Principal 

James Jackson said during a 

ceremony held for Scott on 

Wednesday, April 28. “She 

started out with goals and 

has done everything she can 

to achieve them.”

Scott has been a member 

of the basketball and track 

teams for four years. She 

is also involved in SGA, 

Beta Club, Garden Club, 

the peer-to-peer tutoring 

program and other school 

organizations.

Scott will attend Emo-

ry University in the Fall to 

pursue a Master’s degree in 

chemical engineering with 

a focus in environmental 

health.

During the ceremony, 

she encouraged her peers to 

dream big because anything 

is possible. The school sur-

prised Scott with a banner, 

which will hang proudly in 

the Port Allen High School 

cafeteria as a reminder of 

her success and persever-

ance.

The Gates Millennium 

Scholars (GMS) Program, 

funded by a grant from the 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-

dation, was established in 

1999 to provide outstand-

ing African American, 

American Indian/Alaska 

Native, Asian Pacific Is-

lander American and His-

Photo by Breanna Smith
Port Allen High School senior Naturi Scott stands 
with the banner the school surprised her with fol-
lowing the award ceremony. The banner will hang 
in the Port Allen High School cafeteria honoring her 
success and perserverance. 
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