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Commander of the 
American Legion Post 160 
in Port Allen, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Hall 3785 in 
Addis and highly decorat-
ed Vietnam veteran Claude 
Crawford passed away at 
the age of 69 on Friday, 
Jan. 25. 

Crawford, a Plaquemine 
resident, was honored as 
the Grand Marshall in the 
2017 West Baton Rouge 
Parish Veteran’s Parade. 
He entered the U.S. Army 
in February of 1968. 

He was a trained field ra-
dio repairman, medic and 
linguist before he became 
a Green Beret. He served 
four tours, earning a Silver 
Star, two Purple Hearts and 
five Bronze Star medals.

After serving a decade 
at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, Ft. 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, 
and in Germany, Crawford 
was honorably discharged.

See his obituary on page 
7 for more information. 

American 
Legion 
mourns 
loss of 
leader

Federal lawsuit filed against 
School Board, police

Beignets with a side of Cajun 
music served at Caffé Maison

ExxonMobil pulls tax 
break requests after 
‘circus’ across the river

ExxonMobil canceled 
two property tax break re-
quests in East Baton Rouge 
last week due to “ongo-
ing local uncertainty sur-
rounding the program,” the 
company said in a sharp-
ly-worded statement. In a 
letter addressing its with-
drawal, Exxon announced 
it would no longer consider 
Industrial Tax Exemption 
Program (ITEP) incentives 

in future investment oppor-
tunities in the state.

The withdrawal came 
days after the East Ba-
ton Rouge Parish School 
Board rejected the compa-
ny’s two tax break requests 
for the first time. Together 
Baton Rouge, a faith-based 
advocacy group, urged 
the Sheriff, School Board 
and Metro Council of East 
Baton Rouge to reject the 
requests in an “ITEP Peti-

Caffé Maison hosted a 
live Cajun music jam ses-
sions by the Baton Rouge 
French Music Association 
Sunday, Jan. 27. The Brus-
ly cafe hosts live jam ses-
sions every third Sunday of 
the month from 4:00 p.m. 
until 6:00 p.m.

“The objective of the as-
sociation is to preserve the 
French language culture 
of music,” Ken Bueche, a 
member of 15 years, said. 
The association, founded 
in Lafayette in 1984, has 
about 80 members. Mu-
sical jam sessions range 
from three musicians up to 
19 and talent ranging from 
amateur to professional.

Usually, the essentials of 
the ensemble are to have 
an accordion, guitar and 
fiddle, but sometimes the 
group will have a variety.

Because of the rich cul-
tural language involved, 
the group attracts musi-
cians and dancers of all 
walks of life. A lot of young 
people who want to learn 

the language are especially 
interested, Bueche said. At 
least 20 students have lined 
up to join a Cajun French 
music student organization 
at LSU created recently by 
BRFMA member Colt Har-

dy.
Usually the elder mem-

bers speak Cajun French 
and have listened to the 
music for as long as they 
can remember. 

The BRFMA family 

membership is $20 a year 
and provides funds to rent 
halls and bands, provide 
for the national chapter 
and scholarships, the Cajun 
Music Hall of Fame in Eu-
nice and more.
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Members of the Baton Rouge French Music Association at Caffé Maison on 

Sunday, Jan. 27. 

The family of a 14-year-
old allegedly assaulted by 
two School Resource Offi-
cers (SRO) filed a lawsuit 
in federal court last week. 
The lawsuit names the 
Town of Brusly, West Ba-
ton Rouge Parish School 

Board, and two former 
Brusly police officers as 
defendants. 

The lawsuit alleges for-
mer Brusly Police Officers 
Dan Cipriano and An-
thony “Kip” Dupre, both 
46, violated the student’s 
Fourth Amendment rights 
by assaulting, handcuffing 
and detaining him with-

out probable cause. It also 
claims the School Resource 
Officer (SRO) Program, 
formed by an agreement 
between the Town of Brus-
ly and West Baton Rouge 
School Board, failed to 
provide adequate guidance 
regarding the use of force 
against schoolchildren. 

Doris Snearl, who filed 

the lawsuit on behalf of her 
and her grandson, seeks 
damages for emotional 
pain, suffering, humilia-
tion, inconvenience, men-
tal anguish, and loss of en-
joyment of life. 

Surveillance video 
leaked to WAFB-TV shows 
the Oct. 5 incident in the 
Brusly Middle School of-

fice. Throughout most of 
the footage, Dupre and the 
student are on the ground 
and blocked from view by 
the administration desk. 
Dupre is seen punching the 
student then slamming him 
to the ground before Cip-
riano enters the office and 

WBR Presbyterian turns 80
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Inside the ExxonMobil Port Allen Lubricants Plant.
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TOP: Members of 

the First Presbyterian 

Congregation gathered 

for a lunch following the 

service on Sunday, Jan. 

27. 

RIGHT: A plaque recent-

ly unveiled recognizing 

A. Hays Town as the ar-

chitect of the sanctuary. 

The West Baton Rouge 
Presbyterian Church cele-
brated its 80th anniversary 
and the renowned Louisi-
ana architect who designed 
the church on Sunday, Jan. 
27.

The Presbytery Com-
mission organized The 
West Baton Rouge Presby-
terian Church on Jan. 29, 
1939, making it the first 
non-Catholic church in the 
parish.

The church’s rich his-
tory began in 1904, when 
Dr. T.M. Hunter, pastor of 
First Presbyterian in Baton 
Rouge started preaching 
monthly services in Cham-
berlin, just north of Port Al-
len. As Port Allen grew in 
population, services moved 
to Port Allen Elementary. 
In 1913, the old Homestead 
Store on the corner of Riv-
er Road and Rosedale Road 
hosted Sunday School 
and Church services. Un-
til 1939, the church was 
named the Church of the 

Covenant.
In 1927, Mr. George Hill 

donated the upper story of 
the old Homestead home 
and a plot of land to the 
church for services. Soon 
after, the building was re-
modeled into a sanctuary 
and four classrooms.

Around 1928, the group 
had grown, and the congre-
gation represented many 
denominations among the 
members. Ministers from 
other denominations took 
turns occupying the pulpit 
each Sunday.

In 1937, the Rev. James 
Gregory, assistant pastor 
of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Baton Rouge 
became the minister of the 
congregations.

Since the majority of the 
group was Presbyterian, 
they petitioned the Louisi-
ana Presbytery to become a 
Presbyterian church.

On January 29, 1929, the 
Presbytery Commission 
organized the church as a 
Presbyterian church. The 
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