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Attorney, twin brother among those 

indicted in money laundering scheme

July 1, 2021 marked the 
2nd anniversary for an active 
Port Allen group. Every 
Thursday night at 6:10 P.M., 
locals line the sidewalks 
outside of Jack’s Place at 
102 South Jefferson Avenue 
to participate in a 3.1 mile 
run/walk organized by Gwen 
Mahon, Glen Daigle and Jill 
Saia. Two courses, green and 

pink are used in rotation at 
whim and promote exercise 
and a sense of community 
in town. 
The 5k starts at 6:15 P.M. 

after short announcements. 
The two courses through 
town are marked with green 
or pink arrows intermittent-

ly where turns take place. 
Both routes incorporate the 
neighborhood streets of 
downtown Port Allen and 
the levee’s paved path for 
a portion of the run. Most 
Thursday nights Capitol 
Seafood’s Food Truck parks 
outside of Jack’s Place to 
serve the group afterward.
Jack’s Running Club was 

the idea of Gwen Mahon. 
She has always lived in Port 
Allen and found the levee 
to be a beautiful place to 
walk. When Jack’s Place 
remodeled and became a 
non-smoking venue, she 
had the idea to start a club. 
Inspired by the weekly 
run held at Happy’s Bar in 
Downtown Baton Rouge, 
she wanted to bring a weekly 

community run to the West 
side. 
Mahon is an avid walker 

and admittedly doesn’t run, 
so she included her long 
time friend Glen Daigle, 
who is a runner and asked 
Jill Saia, who owns Jack’s 
if they would be interested 
in hosting such an event for 
Port Allen. All parties agreed 
to help and Jack’s Running 
Club was born. Since 2019, 
the three have made the 

group a success. 
The collaboration among 

the founding members has 
brought a community of 
people together as a result. 
“Glen is enthusiastic and 
got people to join,” Mahon 
said. No charge or mem-
bership fee is required. 

There is a core group who 
never misses a week. Mahon 
recalled a cold winter day 
where the temperature was 
only 32 degrees and still, 
about 7 people showed. On 
the second anniversary of 
the group, over 50 people 
attended. 
“You start something and 

you don’t know what’s go-
ing to happen,” said Mahon. 
The group has had people 
of all ages participate and is 
all-inclusive. Running Club 
members gather inside and 
outside before and after the 
event.  Mahon reflected on 
how many bonds have been 
made over the years, “It’s 
been such a great way to 
meet people and now they 
are my friends.” 

Jack’s
Running Club
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Friends and colleagues 
remembered former Gov. 
Edwin Edwards as a man 
who reached out to help the 
rich and poor, and showed 
a willingness to put party 
alliances aside to promote 
legislation for the better-
ment of Louisiana.

The state’s only four-
term governor died Mon-
day morning. He was 93.

Edwards, a Democrat, 
served from 1972-80 and 
followed with terms from 
1984-88 and 1992-96.

He succeeded two-term 
Gov. John McKeithen in 
1972 and defeated Republi-
can incumbent Dave Treen 
in October 1983. Eight 
years later, he returned to 
office after a runoff win 
over Republican David 
Duke. 

Lawmakers, past and 
present, hailed Edwards as 
an elite icon in Louisiana 
politics. 

Former state Sen. J.E. 
Jumonville Jr., D-Ventress, 
who served during three 
of the Edwards terms, said 
the former governor “had a 
long diverse life with a big 
compassionate heart.”

“He was the only gov-
ernor I knew that could 
see and feel all sides of an 
issue and make the right 
call,” said Jumonville, 
who served from 1976-92. 
“Knowing him was a spe-
cial experience in my life.”

Edwards represented the 
type of political figure sel-
dom seen in today’s land-
scape, said current state 
Sen. Rick Ward, R-Port 
Allen.

“He certainly knew the 

art of working to get things 
done, something we’ve 
started to lose,” he said. 
“Despite some flaws, he did 
a lot of good things for the 
state, and he’ll be missed, 
for sure.

“He was an icon,” Ward 
said. “He served four terms 
as governor, and he did a 
lot for the state.”

Edwards served on the 
City Council in his native 
Crowley and was elected to 
the District 35 state Senate 
seat in 1964. Just one year 
later, he was elected to the 
U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, an office he held 
until he was sworn in as 
governor in May 1972. He 
emerged from a 17-candi-

date race which included 
opposition from J. Bennett 
Johnston (who later served 
as U.S. Senator), former 
Gov. Jimmie Davis and 
Gillis Long. 

Edwards was known as a 
populist and one of the last 
“New Deal” leaders. He 
championed antipoverty 
legislation, charity hospi-
tals and expanded oil and 
gas revenue when he based 
severance taxes on a per-
centage of each barrel rath-
er than the former flat rate. 

It led to a boom in spend-
ing, with much of it going 
to health and human ser-
vices, as well as additional 
revenue for vo-tech schools 
and higher education. 

Edwards was reelected in 
1975. 

He left office in 1980 but 
returned to the Governor’s 
Mansion in 1984 after a 
landslide win over Republi-
can incumbent Dave Treen. 

In one debate, he de-
scribed Treen as “someone 
who needs an hour and 
a half to watch ’60 Min-
utes’.” 

His third term was 
stormy, highlighted by a 
plunge in oil prices that 
sent the state economy into 
a depression that led to cuts 
in state services and pro-
grams across the board, as 

A state fraud prosecutor 
and an employee for the 
state fire marshal’s office 
are among seven people 
who were indicted Friday 
in 18th Judicial Court for 
their alleged involvement 
in a money laundering 
scheme.

Thomas McCormick 
and his twin brother Rob 
McCormick, both 47, 
were among those who 
were cited by a grand jury 
in Port Allen for alleged 
involvement in a scheme 
to bilk $800,000 from the 
state during the 2020 hur-
ricane season. 

Tom McCormick, a Port 
Allen attorney, worked as 
a state prosecutor who 
handled fraud cases. He 
ran for 18th Judicial Dis-
trict Court Judge of Divi-
sion B in 2018 but lost in 

a runoff to Tonya Lurry. 
Rob McCormick 

worked for the Office of 
the State Fire Marshal. 

The seven were arrested 
Friday after the hearing. A 
bond hearing was set for 
July 11.

The charges came to 
light after an investiga-
tion by Mike Waguespack 
of the Legislative Audi-
tor’s Office. Gov. John 

Bel Edwards ordered the 
investigation.

The twin brothers were 
indicted on charges that 
included racketeering, 
fraud, money laundering 
and public corruption in-
fractions. 

According to allega-
tions, fake bills were 
sent for items purchased 
through several business-
es along the Westbank 

amid emergency declara-
tions during the 2020 hur-
ricane season, one of the 
busiest on record. 

Costs were inflated be-
fore they were sent to the 
state for reimbursement, 
according to the charges. 

The McCormicks are 
accused of purchasing 
16,000 bottles of water at 
13 cents each but billing 
it at $1.50 per bottle for 
reimbursement during the 
aftermath of Hurricane 
Laura. 

The indictment also al-
leges they jacked up the 
cost of ice and the use 
of base camps for Army 
personnel at a lower cost 
during Hurricane Delta. 

The prosecution alleged 
that the brothers used the 
money to pay car notes, 
college tuition and credit 
cards. 

Friends remember colorful
Career of Edwin Edwards

Jack’s Running Club founders Jill Saia, Gwen 

Mahon, Glen Daigle and  Benjamin Knapp.
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From the West Side Journal archives - December 16, 1976 — THE GOV-
ERNOR COMES TO TOWN - during an unexpected visit from the honorable 
Edwin Edwards, Port Allen High School students were treated to a candid 
question and answer session with Louisiana’s highest ranking public official. 
Behind the governor, left to right are Charles Dameron, State Rep. Clyde 
Kimball, State Sen. J. E. Jumonville, Jr., Parish Registrar of Voters Sybil New-
sham and City Councilman Sid Blanchard.


