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What’s next for Coach Julie Mayeaux?

See DUKES on Page 3
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Former Brusly town clerk arrested for theft

Port Allen Mayor Richard Lee asked City Council 
members to reconsider cuts to the proposed 2019-2020 
budget during the Port Allen City Council Committee 
meeting.

The Mayor’s proposed spending includes $90,000 for 
the Whitehead Trail project, upgrades to police equip-
ment, road improvements, and new desktop computers for 
administration. The community development budget is 
once again caught in the crosshairs, joined by the Mayor’s 
plan to spend up to $150,000 for restrooms at two parks. 

More than $80k in paid traffi c fi nes missing

The West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Offi ce arrested  
Carlisa C. Askins, a former 
Brusly Town ticket clerk, 
for Felony Theft in excess 
of $25,000 and Malfea-
sance in Offi ce following 
an 18-month investigation. 

Askins, a seven-year 
employee of the Town of 
Brusly, allegedly embez-
zled $81,000 in two years. 

A legally required inde-
pendent audit in Decem-
ber 2017  revealed two 
“minimal and immaterial” 
missing cash deposits from 
February 2017. Those de-
posits showed Askins as 
the clerk who received the 

ticket fi nes, but they did not 
appear on deposit receipts, 
investigators said. 

 As a result of the fi nd-
ings of the fi rst audit, May-
or Scot Rhodes requested 
an internal review. Askins 
resigned from her position 
as traffi c clerk the follow-
ing day. 

The WBRSO launched 
an investigation in De-

cember 2017 and reported 
$8,000 missing in cash de-
posits from the traffi c de-
partment at the time. 

Over 18 months, investi-
gators discovered $81,000 
missing from deposits of 
traffi c fi nes paid in cash 
from 2015 to 2017. 

The town hired a new 
traffi c clerk in February 
2018.

Askins was booked 
into the West Baton 
Rouge Parish Detention 
Center and her bond 
was set at $25,000.

The intense investi-
gation utilized the FBI 
and the LA Offi ce of the 
Legislative Auditors, 
detectives said.
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Remembering D-Day
Local World War II veteran 
Judd Dukes stormed Omaha 
Beach at 17-years-old

Local World War II vet-
eran Judd Dukes shared his 
memories of storming the 
beach at Normandy over 
chicken fried steak and co-
conut cake at Dominique’s 
Stockyard Cafe.

“I’ll put it this way, it 
was frightening,” Dukes 
said. “All you could do is 
just shut your eyes and run 
and hope.”

Today, June 6, marks the 
75th anniversary of D-day, 
the largest ever amphibious 
and airborne invasion, that 
claimed the lives of more 
than 4,000 Allied troops.

Dukes stormed Omaha 
Beach in the third wave 

when he was just 17 years 
old, and very good look-
ing, he noted. He joined the 
Army at 15-years-old with 
permission from his dad.

“It was different then,” 
he explained. “Everybody 
was all together to stop one 
nation.”

For more than 20 years, 
the crew from Reliant 
Technologies has treat-
ed the 93-year-old Dukes 
to lunch for his birthday 
on Groundhog Day. This 
year, to honor the sacrifi ces 
Duke made, Councilman 
Barry Hugghins promised 
Dukes two lunches.

The Melville native 

See BUDGET on Page 3
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Judd Dukes sits at Dominique’s Stockyard Cafe, 

where he was treated to lunch and coconut cake, on 

Thursday, June 6, the 75th anniversry of D-Day. 

Justice for Fatrell working to create 
Community Oversight Board

A local organization is calling 
for the creation of a Community 
Oversight Board (COB), saying 
the trust between residents and 
the Port Allen Police Department 
is tarnished.

Members of Justice for Fatrell, 
an organization formed in re-
sponse to the unsolved 2017 mur-
der of 28-year-old Fatrell Queen, 
asked the city council’s commu-
nity development committee to 
consider introducing an ordi-
nance implementing a COB on 

Wednesday, June 5.
The committee opted to have 

city attorney Courtney Joiner fol-
low-up with New Orleans Police 
Monitor and oversight board ex-
pert Susan Hutson, who commit-
ted to assisting Port Allen in the 
development of a COB.

Kevin Lawrence, vice president 
of Justice for Fatrell, listed faulty 
investigations, home invasions of 
elderly and single parents, public 
gunshots with failure by police to 
follow-up, excessive use of force, 
gun violence, racial slurs, police 
misconduct, citizen complaints, 
and vague overview of criminal 
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Fly-over 
approved 
by Gov.

See OVERSIGHT on Page 3
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New Orleans Police Monitor and oversight board expert Susan 

Hartman addresses the Port Allen Community Development Com-

mittee on June 5. 

It’s offi cial.
The swirl of a pen by 

Gov. John Bel Edwards put 
the wheels in motion for a 
road project designed to al-
leviate miles of traffi c con-
gestion along Interstate 10 
and La. 1. 

Gov. Edwards signed 
House Bill 578, the legis-
lation sponsored by Hou-
ma Republican Rep. Tan-
ner Magee and pushed by 
members of the West Side 

See FLY-OVER on Page 3
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