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Tourism remains one 
of Louisiana’s biggest 
assets, but the latest spike 
in COVID cases continues 
to concern Lt. Gov. Billy 
Nunngesser.

Nunngesser, whose office 
oversees the state Depart-
ment of Tourism, said the 
revenue drawn from visitors 
to Louisiana attractions has 
helped fund other depart-
ments under his umbrella.

In a visit last week to the 
Baton Rouge Press Club, 
Nungesser said the money 
generated from tourism has 
helped fund Louisiana State 
Parks, the State Library of 
Louisiana, the Louisiana 
State Museum, the Lou-
isiana Office of Cultural 
Development, and Volunteer 
Louisiana, among other 
agencies. 

“We have to take tourism 
money to fund gaps, includ-
ing $800,000 to libraries that 
provide internet services all 
through the state,” he said.

He said he was praying 
that the fourth COVID spike 
would not shut down big 
tourism events. Two major 
events – the New Orleans 
Jazz & Heritage Festival 
and the Gonzales Jambalaya 
Festival – were scrapped 
since he made the address 
last week. 

Nungesser also made his 
comments the same day 
Gov. John Bel Edwards 
reinstated the mask mandate 
for indoor public settings. 

“I support his decision,” 
he said. “We’ve made masks 
available to visitors at state 
welcome centers and tourist 
sites. Louisiana logged a 
total of 53.2 million visitors 
who contributed $1.9 billion 
to the state coffers in 2019, 
he said. 

“That’s $1100 per 
Louisiana family that you 
and I didn’t have to pay,” 
Nungesser said. 

Figures were not yet 
available for 2020, but small 
towns and rural commu-
nities drew more visitors, 
while fewer tourists visited 

larger cities in Louisiana, 
he said.

But the process of 
rebuilding tourism after the 
pandemic is different from 
other setbacks.

“Everybody wanted to 
help after hurricanes in New 
Orleans and Lake Charles, 
but last year everyone got 
hit by COVID,” Nungesser 
said. “Every state is ramping 
up its tourism departments.” 

Of the 21 state parks and 
18 tourist sites, only two 
showed a profit last year, he 
said. 

“One thing we know from 
the shutdown last year is 
that people used state parks 
and bought RVs in record 
numbers and they’re doing 
outdoor things,” Nungesser 
said. “We want to highlight 
the state parks and the im-
provements we’ve made.”

He said he was told by 
Commission of Administra-
tion Jay Dardenne to close 
seven state parks when he 
took office.

Nungesser said it was not 
an option for him. 

“Sheriffs cleaned up a lot 
of parks, left money open, 

and if not for the hurricane 
and tornado in north Lou-
isiana,” he said. Our goal 
through our private public 
partnership is to have all our 
parks making money and 
not cost any tax dollars.”

He has overseen pro-
motions including one 
additional night free after a 
three-night stay, along with 
construction of new cabins. 

Through Oct. 22, Nun-
gesser’s office is seeking 
public input on ideas for 
state parks, ranging from 
ziplines to canoeing, that 
will draw more tourists to 
those facilities. 

“We’re looking for any 
ideas you want to do at state 
parks, but we want to make 
sure it benefits a community, 
and we won’t open a restau-
rant,” Nungesser said. “We 
don’t want to take away 
from local businesses.”

An ad spot featuring 
country vocalist Lauren 
Daigle singing “You Are My 
Sunshine” is set to launch 
this fall as part of the plan 
to bolster state tourism, he 
said. 
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Early last week, the city 
of Addis installed new 
instruments to fleet vehi-
cles for improvement of 
their road maintenance 
approach. The systems  
are now collecting data 
on pavement conditions. 
Addis’ council approved 
adding the Arkansas based 
company, Roadway Man-
agement Technologies 
(RMT) to their budget this 
year to optimize spending 
with regards to road main-
tenance.  

 This new partnership 
offers an innovative ap-
proach to road preserva-
tion by utilizing crowd-
sourced technology to 
collect data on a daily ba-
sis using the city’s fleet. 
The Mayor of Addis, Da-
vid Toups, said this tech-
nology helps them address 
issues before they become 
more costly problems. 
These savings will allow 
the program to pay for it-

self. 
 Toups also said the use 

of third-party companies 
with expertise in pave-
ment preservation began 
several years ago with a 
local company, Material 
Resources, Inc. of Port 
Allen. It was Material 
Resources Inc. who sug-

gested Addis consider uti-
lizing this new technology 
developed by Roadway 
Management Technolo-
gies. 

 Addis is the first townin 
the state of Louisiana to 
partner with Roadway 
Management Technolo-
gies, but RMT is already 

working with municipal-
ities in Arkansas, Texas, 
and Oklahoma to improve 
management of roadwork.  

RMT CEO Candler Mc-
Collum explained that the 
data is passively collected 
by sensors mounted on the 

New tech for road
management in Addis

Mike VII receives COVID-19 vaccination
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Wildfires have ravaged the 
American West in the re-
cent past. Of the 10 costli-
est wildfires on record, only 
two occurred prior to 2017, 
according to the Insurance 
Information Institute. And 
this year is shaping up to 
be more of the same. When 
considering total acres 
burned, 2020 was very 
close to being the most de-
structive wildfire year on 
record; as of the start of 
summer, 2021 is on pace to 
exceed last year’s numbers.

  The defining wildfire event 
of 2020—the August Com-
plex Fire—was started by a 
series of Northern Califor-
nia lightning strikes, and 
quickly became the largest 
wildfire event in the state’s 
history. While California 
gets much of the attention 
for wildfires, several other 
states have been severely 
impacted as well. Behind 
California’s 4.1 million 
acres burned in 2020 were 
1.1 million acres in Ore-
gon, almost 1 million acres 
in Arizona, and 842,000 
acres in Washington.
 Nationwide, the number 

of acres burned each year 
over the past 15 years is up 
considerably compared to 
the same timeframe prior 
to 2005, even though the 
number of fires has notice-
ably declined.
To determine the impact 
that wildfires have had on 
various states, research-
ers at Filterbuy compiled 
data from the National In-
teragency Fire Center and 
the U.S. Census Bureau for 
2020, then ranked states by 
the total number of acres 
burned. Related data in-
cluded in the analysis were 
the total number of fires, the 

burned acreage as a propor-
tion of the state’s total land 
area, and human-caused 
fire acreage as a proportion 
of total fire acreage.
   The analysis found that 
in 2020, 401 different fires 
burned a total of 5,880 
acres of Louisiana land. 
Here is a summary of the 
data for Louisiana:
  Total acres burned: 5,880. 
Total number of fires: 40 
Burned acreage as a pro-
portion of total land area: 
0.02% Human-caused fire 
acreage as a proportion of 
total fire acreage: 99.5%.

BATON ROUGE—On 
July 16, Mike VII, LSU’s 
live tiger mascot, received 
his first COVID-19 vacci-
nation from his veterinar-
ian, David Baker, DVM, 
Ph.D., and his second dose 
on Aug. 6. The vaccine was 
donated by Zoetis, which is 
donating more than 11,000 
of its COVID-19 vaccine to 
help protect the health and 
well-being of more than 
100 mammalian species 
living in zoos, conservato-
ries, sanctuaries, academic 
institutions, and govern-
ment organizations located 
in 27 states.
Mike VII has not shown 

any adverse effects from 
the vaccine. His caretakers 
will continue to monitor 
him closely as always. LSU 
is dedicated to providing 
the best care for Mike VII.
In 2020, lions and tigers 

at the Bronx Zoo were di-

agnosed with SARS-CoV-2 
– the virus that causes 
COVID-19 in humans. It 
is believed that the animals 
contracted the virus from 

zookeepers. Because of 
this, in 2020 LSU put up 
barricades around the Tiger 
Habitat to keep visitors at 
least 10 feet from Mike VII. 

Now that Mike has been 
vaccinated, the barricades 
will be removed the week 
of Aug. 17.
In addition to the barri-

cades around the habitat, 
the LSU mascot team insti-
tuted procedures to prevent 
disease transmission. LSU 
also restricted access to the 

night house to only those 
personnel directly involved 
in Mike’s care.

Zoetis’ COVID-19 
Vaccine

The vaccine has been au-
thorized for experimental 
use by the United States 
Department of Agriculture, 
or USDA, and the state 
veterinarian. The vaccine 
deployment to dozens of 
zoos follows Zoetis’ re-
sponse in January to a re-
quest from the San Diego 
Zoo following confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in the 
gorillas at the San Diego 
Zoo Safari Park. There 
have also been confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in 
captive tigers. More infor-
mation about this program 
by Zoetis can be found 
online at https://news.
zoetis.com/press-releases/
press-release-details/2021/
Zoetis-Donates-COVID-
19-Vaccines-to-Help-Sup-
port-the-Health-of-Zoo-
Animals/default.aspx.

There were 401 wildfires in Louisiana in 2020


