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Port Allen Middle School, shown here, is one of three schools in the parish that 

raised their school performance scores enough to move up a lettter grade. In Port 

Allen Middle’s case, that was an improvement from a C to a B. Overall, the West 

Baton Rouge school system did well with state school improvement scores. Port 

Allen High School showed the most dramatic improvement, moving its score up 

to 81.4 this year, compared to 67.1 last year. 

DOW, THE SAFETY PLACE AND TOWN OF BRUSLY HOST SAFETY SATUR-
DAY--Scores of children and their parents showed up at Alexander Park to learn 
about bike safety, including Aiden Ceasar, 2, of Addis. The most popular attrac-
tion at the event was a bicycle obstacle course, through which dozens of bikers 
found their way through. The complete story and more photos can be found on 
page 2. 

 
 
 

 Three of West Baton 
Rouge Parish’s schools 
improved their scores 
with the state Department 
of Education enough to 
move up one letter grade 
and seven others improved 
their scores over last 
school year. . 
 Most of the schools 
in the parish improved 
their school improvement 
scores. Just three lost 
ground between their 2018 
score and this year’s. 
 Superintendent Wes 
Watts said he was proud 
of the improvements, 
especially the system’s 
graduation rate of 82.6, 
“the highest in the parish’s 
history.”
 “We’re really excited 
about our school system,” 
he said and the improve-
ment at the majority of the 
schools.
 With a 2.7 point in-

crease, Brusly High had 
the greatest improvement, 
moving to 88.9 over last 
year’s 86.2. It retained its 
grade of B.  
 “Brusly High was the 
only school in the parish 
to earn Top Gains status 
and it also had the highest 
school performance score 
in the parish,” “But it 
was not the school with 
our highest increase. 
That would be Port Allen 
High.”   
 Port Allen High’s score 
this year was 81.4, an 
impressive improvement 
over last year’s score of 
67.1, ”     
 The district improve-
ment also pleased the 
superintendent, with its 
upward movement to 78.6 
from 73.3, and moves the 
system from a C to a B. 
 Improvements in grades 
were reported for Brusly 
Middle, which moved 
from a C to a B school, 
Port Allen Middle and 

Caneville 5-8 (the old De-
vall School) moved up to a 
B from last year’s grade of 
C.
 “I’m really proud of 
those three schools, all of 
which have reached highs 
they’ve never seen,” Watts 
said. 
 Brusly High, Cohn 
Elementary and Port Allen 
Elementary improved their 
scores but not enough to 
improve their grades.  
 Cohn Elementary and 
Port Allen Elementary 
improved their scores by 
six-tenths of a percent, 
improving their scores 
from 61.5 last year to 62.1 
this year but are still at the 
C level.
 Just  three of the schools 
in the system had small 
decreases in their scores, 
Lukeville, Brusly Ele-
mentary and Caneview 
K-2, formerly known as 
Chamberlin Elementary. 

School improvement 

scores show improvement 

in West Baton Rouge
    Sheriff Mike Cazes

Saturday’s election 
completes Parish 

Council

Gov. Edwards, Sheriff Cazes

win runoff election

Apparent murder on 

Avenue A remains unsolved

   A man 
found apparently shot to 
death Thursday morning in 
Port Allen was identified by 
police as community activ-
ist Larry Profit.
 Officers with the Port 
Allen Police Department’s 
Chief Esdron Brown said 
police were called to Prof-
it’s home on Avenue A 
around 8 a.m. Thursday.
 A passerby noticed a 
body between two vehicles 
in Profit’s front yard and re-
ported it to the police, who 
immediately responded.
 Lt. Kendra Wisham said 
they are not certain of the 
time of Profit’s shooting 
but neighbors told police 

today they heard sounds 
like gunshots around mid-
night last night.
 “The investigation is in 
its very early stages,” she 
said.
 Neighbors of Profit’s are 
being interviewed to find 
out if they have any infor-
mation about the crime, 
Brown said. No leads have 
been developed as of Tues-
day morning. 
 Brown said there are no 
suspects at this time but the 
investigation is intense to 
find the shooter. One source 
said every available officer 
was on the scene by noon.  
 Detectives with the West 
Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Of-
fice are working on the in-
vestigation from the begin-
ning.

 Late Tuesday, Brown 
said the investigation had 
been turned over entirely to 
the Sheriff’s Officc. 
 Profit had frequently at-
tended City Council meet-
ings to speak out against 
crime in the city and he was 
at Wednesday’s meeting for 
that reason.
 As the investigation con-
tinues and more informa-
tion becomes available, 
this article will be update 
accordingly.
 “I don’t know of any 
reason why anyone would 
want to hurt Mr. Profit,” 
said another community 
activist, Clerice Lacey. “He 
never did anything to any-
body. I’m just stunned by 
his death.” 
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 There were two runoff 
races for seats on the Par-
ish Council, which will turn 
over seven of its nine mem-
bers in 2020.  
 The District 3 seat will 
be filled by Atley Walker, a 
Democrat, after he defeated 
fellow Democrat Tammy 
Clayton Jones by the wid-
est margin in all of the West 
Baton Rouge races, 56 per-
cent to 44 percent.
 Walker’s final vote tally 
was 594 while Jones col-
lected 461 votes Saturday. 
Walker will replace Naomi 
Fair on the council.  
 A third candidate, Jean-
nette Bynum Walker, seek-
ing election to the District 
3 seat was eliminated in the 

Oct. 12 primary, . 
 The victor of the District 
7 race is Alan Crowe, who 
defeated his opponent, Na-
tashia Carter Benoit, in an-
other close race.
 This race had four can-
didates in the primary, but 
Crowe and Benoit received 
more votes than the other 
two, Scott Roe and Ross 
Rumfola.  
 Republican Crowe 
earned 52 percent of the 
votes cast Saturday, 664, to 
Benoit, a Democrat, who 
collected 48 percent or 606, 
a margin of only 58 votes.  
Crowe will take over the 
District 7 post from Gary 
Spillman. 
 Two Parish Council seats 
were decided prior to the 
primary and will be filled 
by candidates who ran un-
opposed. Kirk Allain will 

fill the District 1 seat and 
Carey Denstel will repre-
sent District 6. 
 In the Oct. 12 pri-
mary, newcomer Craig 
“Moonie” Bergeron de-
feated incumbent Gary 
Hugghins for the right to 
represent District 8. 
 Three other seats—
seats with incumbents 
who had completed their 
term limits—were decid-
ed in the primary. 
 In District 4, Caleb 
Kleinpeter garnered 
more votes that Jeffrey 
“Petit” Kershaw to earn 
the seat, Kenneth Gordon 
defeated Reynard Doug-
las III for the right to 
represent District 5 and 
Gary “Shaq” Joseph will 
represent District 9 seat 
after earning more votes 
than two opponents, An-
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 Gov. John Bel Edwards 
defeated opponent Ed-
die Rispone to continue 
serving as the state’s top 
official in a close, neck-
and-neck race Saturday. 
 West Baton Rouge Parish 
Sheriff Mike Cazes also 
earned the right to contin-
ue serving over opponent 
Mike Zito, winning anoth-
er four-year term in a close 
runoff race.
 Cazes collected 51 per-
cent, or 5,735 votes, while 
Zito earned 49 percent of 
the votes cast, or 5,493. 
The margin of victory for 
the long-serving sheriff 
was a mere 242 votes.
  Both men are Demo-
crats.
 The Edwards-Rispone 
matchup resulted in the 
lead changing several 
times over the course of 
the night as results came 
in.  
 When all the votes were 
counted, Edwards garnered 

774,469, 51 percent, while 
Rispone’s total vote count 
was 734,128, a margin of 
just over 40.000.
 “I’d like to congratu-
late Gov. Edwards on his 
re-election.  We may not 
always agree, but we will 
continue working together 
on important issues, in-
cluding coastal restoration 
and opioid addiction,” said 
U.S. Rep. Garret Graves.
 Rispone, though, led 
for most of the night as 
parishes reported results 
to the Secretary of State’s 
Office.  
 At one point, the busi-
nessman led the incumbent 
by over 10,000, but he 
could not hold that lead.
 Edwards carried West 
Baton Rouge Parish by a 
much wider margin with 
57 percent, 6,501 votes, to 
Rispone’s 43 percent, or 
4,823 votes.
 Secretary of State Kyle 
Ardoin was also forced 
into a runoff, facing three 
opponents in the Oct. 12 
primary. 

 On Saturday, he car-
ried the state by a 59 to 
41 percent margin over 
Gwen Collins-Greenup.  
Ardoin was the recipient 
of 867,456 votes while 
Collins-Greenup picked up 
601,110.
 Ardoin carried West 
Baton Rouge by a similar 
margin with 56 percent of 
the votes cast in the runoff, 
or 6,204, compared to Col-
lins-Greenup, who earned 
44 percent of the parish’s 
votes, 4,934.
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