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News

Cost of health 
insurance for city 
employees could 
go up by about 
40 percent
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It was a beautiful day Monday, March 15 -- all blue sky and sun.  Feeling the heat, 10-year-old Salik 
Banks (left) visited L&R Sno-Ball Stand to cool off with an icy strawberry shortcake-flavored snow ball 
while the Westsiders Biking Club members, such as Rupert Fitzgerald (right), pedaled around for the 
first time since the coronarivirus arrived.
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Almost $125,000.  It’s a 
lot of money for the city of 
Port Allen, but the Council 
members might have to find 
some additional funds in the 
budget to meet this amount 
and cover an increase in the 
cost of premiums of health 
insurance coverage offered 
to city employees. To make 
a decision before the April 
1 employee enrollment day, 
The Council is holding a 
special meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 17, at 
Port Allen City Hall to dis-
cuss the matter further and 
probably take action. 

The issue was discussed 
and tabled at the Wednes-
day, March 10, Port Allen 
City Council meeting, af-

ter Council members re-
viewed recently gathered 
bids from three insurance 
companies for employee 
health coverage:  United-
Healthcare, which currently 
serves the city; Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Louisiana; 
and Humana insurance.  All 
three indicated there would 
be increases one way or an-
other in healthcare coverage 
premium costs, but United-
Healthcare still seems to be 
competitive.

Basically, after a num-
ber of low-employee-claim 
years the city has had an in-
crease in some larger med-
ical claims by employees 
this year.  That drove up the 
premium costs by about 40 
percent annually for Unit-
edHealthcare.  Blue Cross’ 
and Humana’s premium 

Sonya T. Gordon
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Chillin’

District Attorney cracking down on youth crime
The spike in crimes among young adults in Iberville, 

West Baton Rouge and Pointe Coupee parishes will only 
decrease with a tougher – and different – approach, Dis-
trict Attorney Tony Clayton said.

Clayton said he wants to try offenders age 15 and older 
as adults when they are charged with murder or attempt-
ed murder. 

“We will not tolerate it on the Westside,” he said. “I’m 
not playing with these juvenile offenders, and if they’re 
old enough to purchase a gun, they’re old enough to be 
tried as an adult.” 

Clayton said he has met with the three parish presi-
dents – Riley “Pee Wee” Berthelot in West Baton Rouge, 
J. Mitchell Ourso of Iberville and Major Thibaut in 
Pointe Coupee – to begin discussion on how to take vio-
lent young offenders off the street. 

He said he is considering a different approach to the 
housing of violent teen offenders. 

“You don’t want to have to lock up young people just 
to sit them behind bars getting three meals a day,” Clay-
ton said. “We need to fully incorporate the educational 
component.” 

Vehicle burglaries, along with possession of illegal 
drugs and weapons, have increased in the past several 

years.
In Iberville, suspects ages 16 and 17 were arrested after 

they allegedly used AR-15s to spray bullets into a vehi-
cle and mobile home during the attempted robbery last 
months at a mobile home near Patureau Lane. 

Korban Gillis, 16, and Laron Richard, 16, being on 
$300,000 bond. Clayton said he will prosecute the two as 
adults. 

The two suspects are now in private custody, excluded 
from other inmates, according to Stassi. Gillis and Rich-
ard allegedly used AR-15s to spray bullets into a vehicle 
and mobile home during the attempted robbery at a mobile 
home near Patureau Lane on the night of Saturday, Feb. 
20. 

The problems are not limited to Iberville Parish. 
In New Roads, the shooting death of Eugene Jarreau, 

43, on Jan. 25 involved suspects ages 18 and 20, along 
with a juvenile. The three are suspected to be part of a 
street gang.

West Baton Rouge Parish, meanwhile, remains a haven 
for drug trafficking and youth violence, particularly in the 
Port Allen area.

Gang violence has increased considerably in all three 
parishes. In many cases, adults have used teens to carry 

out their crimes, Clayton said.
“They know Louisiana lacks laws in terms of punishing 

juveniles, but I’ll tell you now that we’re not going to 
follow that on the Westside,” he said. 

“If you’re old enough to play the adult games with 
guns, you’re old enough to be tried as an adult … I’m not 
playing with these juveniles.”

The crime rate is a continuation of a trend that has 
grown not only in Louisiana, but across the nation. Clay-
ton said he saw the trend escalate during his years as the 
first assistant district attorney under Ricky Ward, who re-
tired at the end of 2020.

As prisons fill to capacity with violent offenders, Clay-
ton wants to explore ways to blend education with incar-
ceration. 

It would also keep young convicts within their home 
region.

Clayton said he believes T.M. Landry School in Lafay-
ette would be the model site for students, despite what he 
described as “negative publicity” on the school by The 
New York Times regarding allegations that the adminis-
tration ran the school through fear and physical and emo-
tional abuse.

“It’s had some trouble, but I think it’s the best school in 
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