
On Monday, April 27, the 
Louisiana Supreme Court 
ruled that The Department 
of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) is required to ask 
the Port Allen Thermaldyne 
facility for a list of pollut-
ants it plans to release into 
the Gulf Intracoastal Wa-
terway before it can issue 
a water permit following a 
2018 lawsuit by the Louisi-
ana Environmental Action 

Network (LEAN).
Thermaldyne recycles oil 

from tank bottoms using a 
plant design that separates 
oil-bearing materials into 
treated water, reclaimable 
oil and recyclable solids. In 
its application for a water 
permit to discharge the fa-
cility’s treated wastewater, 
it did not name any pollut-
ants, and DEQ did not ask 
for them. 
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Brusly holds first public meeting via Zoom
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COVID-19
Week in Review

Since March 23, 24 West Baton 

Rouge residents have died of 

COVID-19. Fifteen of them were 

residents of Legacy Nursng and 

Rehabilitation. Here’s a breakdown 

of the data provided by the WBR 

Coroner’s Office on the parish’s 
COVID-19 deaths:

— Half have been Black men

— Two-thirds have been Black

— 71% were men

— Half have been 70+ years old

Please visit our website for the 

most up-to-date information.
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According to LDH and the WBR Coroner’s Office reports on 
Tuesday, May 5.

630tests done
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The WBRPL has temporarily closed the book return and will waive all fines and accept returns when the 
library reopens. 

‘New normal’ for the local library
The novel coronavirus 

pandemic could prove to 
be the end of the era of pe-
rusing library shelves for 
the perfect book according 
to West Baton Rouge Par-
ish Library Director Tamie 
Martin. 

The local branch has 
been a gathering place for 
patrons of all ages where 
they can get homework 
help, do genealogy re-
search, participate in pro-
grams, and for all 87 years 

of its existence, browse and 
check out books.

On March 17, the li-
brary shut its doors to the 
public indefinitely. Now, 
after nearly two months of 
being closed, library staff 
are looking forward to a 
phased reopening. 

The opening date is de-
pendent on Gov. John Bel 
Edwards’ decision to lift 
the stay home order. If the 
stay home order is lifted on 
May 15, the library will be-

gin curbside service around 
May 25, Martin said. 

“We will have to get 
supplies and procedures in 
place, so there will be some 
lag time,” she continued. 

Once the stay home or-
der is lifted, the WBRPL 
will begin offering curbside 
service, deliveries via the 
Bookmobile and contact-
less deliveries for shut-ins 
and the infirm. 

Phase two of the reopen-
ing will allow people inside 
the building in a limited 
capacity with social dis-

tancing measures in place, 
such as one chair per table 
and more space between 
the computer work areas. 
Library regulars saw these 
measures put in place in 
March before the stay home 
order being issued. 

The “new normal” for 
the local library will in-
clude less browsing and 
fewer gatherings, with op-
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— WBRPL Director Tamie Martin

“The library is 
supposed to be a 
gatehring place.” 
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