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A new type of farm
DEPCOM Power solar farm on Rosedale set to put 

197,000 solar panels to work for Entergy this fall

A&E cancels 
LivePD in wake 

of protests, calls 
for change

LivePD, one of the high-
est-rated tv shows on basic 
cable, was canceled last 
week just shy of airing 

300 episodes. A&E pulled 
LivePD in the wake of the 
police killing of George 
Floyd. A&E and MGM’s 
Big Fish Entertainment, 

West Baton Rouge wel-
comes a new type of farm 
off of Rosedale Road - a 
560-acre solar farm by DE-
PCOM Power that is one of 
the state’s largest solar fa-
cilities. Entergy Louisiana 
will purchase output from 
the solar facility under a 
20-year agreement, adding 
50-megawatts of power to 
Entergy’s renewable ener-
gy portfolio.

Approximately 197,000 
solar panels will be used to 
complete the facility near 
Port Allen. Once complete 
around September of this 
year, power generated by 
the DEPCOM solar farm 
will offset the equivalent 
of nearly 19,000 passenger 
vehicles’ emissions in one 
year. Over the course of 20 
years, the project is expect-
ed to provide customers 
with $29 million of sav-
ings, according to Entergy.  

“Louisiana is undergoing 
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Andy Nyce, project manager for the DEPCOM Power solar farm in West Baton Rouge stabnds in front of solar 

panels at the Capital Region Solar Facility, which will be among the largest in the state once completed. 
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Wanted: 
local beer bandit
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The West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Office is asking 
for the public’s help identi-
fying a man who has stolen 
cases of beer from several 
area convenience stores.

On at least five separate 
occasions, he has  walked 
into several local conve-
nience stores during the 
night and stolen 3-5 cases 
of beer. He has recently 
been seen driving a later 
model four door grey/sil-
ver Honda Civic or Accord 
with damage to the driver 
side rear panel and bumper. 

He is  generally accom-
panied by one or two other 
black male subjects.  

Do you know him?
Anyone with informa-

tion regarding the identity 
is urged to contact West 
Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Of-
fice Detective Division at 
(225) 382-5200.
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Pictured from left to right: Agent James Lewis II, 

Chief of Narcotics Major James Barker and Sgt. Glen 

Henagan during filming of a LivePD episode featur-
ing the West Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Office.

July 4 on 
the levee 
canceled

The Parks and Recre-
ation Department canceled 
the annual July 4 celebra-
tion on the levee due to the 
novel coronavirus pandem-
ic. 

“Our Parks and Recre-
ation Department of West 
Baton Rouge Parish felt like 
it was in the best interest of 
all people involved that we 
not have a live music event 
this year,” Parks and Rec-
reation Director Anatole 
Vincent said in a statement. 
“With all of the games and 
social interaction between 
kids and adults during our 
event, we felt like it would 
be irresponsible on our part 
to promote an event that 
doesn’t practice safe social 
distancing.” 

This is the first time in 
14 years the event has been 
canceled. 

Vincent said the money 
budgeted for the event may 
be used later in the year 
to host another live music 
event. 
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See LIVEPD on Page 2A

Louisiana State Police 
are investigating a crash 
that occurred on Bueche 
Road south of LA Hwy 
985 in West Baton Rouge 
around 10 p.m. on June 
12. The crash claimed the 
life of 53-year-old Michael 
Walker of Plaquemine.

Walker was traveling 
southbound on LA Hwy 
983 in a 1992 Ford F-150. 
when he ran off the road-
way to the right. After ex-
iting the roadway, the Ford 
re-entered the southbound 
lane of travel and subse-
quently exited the roadway 
to the left and overturned.  

Walker was unrestrained 
at the time of the crash and 
was ejected from the vehi-
cle. He sustained fatal in-
juries and was pronounced 
deceased at the scene.  Im-
pairment is suspected, LSP 
said.

Crash in 
Bueche 
kills one
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See SOLAR on Page 2A
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