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Parish President Riley 
“PeeWee” Berthelot, Jr. 
has served four terms as 
Parish President and has 
had the same secretary 
until now. Bernadette Set-

toon worked her last day 
Friday, May 28, 2021 after 
17 years with the Parish 
President. She said retire-
ment felt “strange. I’ve 
been with Mr. Berthelot 
since 2004.” Settoon add-
ed, “He’s been a great ad-
ministrator to work for.” 

Riley Berthelot said, 
“When I took office she 
was the first person I hired. 
We are both kind of ‘old 
school’”, as far as technol-
ogy goes they were both 
new to some things, “but 
she got through, learned a 
lot, went to school—just 
an awesome employee.”

Before working in the 
government office, Berna-

dette Settoon has worked 
in administrative roles at 
construction and electrical 
businesses. At retirement 
she plans to spend more 
time with family. “My old-
est son has children; my 
grandchildren, one of them 
will be 15 in June, so he’s 

14 and my granddaughter 
is 12, but my youngest son 
had his first child in March 
of this year. He had a little 
boy.”

She’ll be caring for the 
newest edition while his 
mom works, “I feel like 
it’s a great opportunity. 
When my older grandchil-
dren were young, it wasn’t 
the right timing for me 
to quit working and stay 
home. Now, like I said, I’m 
full retirement age so I just 
felt I didn’t want to miss 
the opportunity.”

Berthelot said originally 
Settoon was to stay until 
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“Current indications are this 
will be another above-nor-
mal season,” said Accu-
Weather hurricane expert 
and senior meteorologist 
Dan Kottlowski. “This can 
translate into high impacts 
on the United States.”
AccuWeather Global 

Weather Center – May 27, 
2021 –  One named tropical 
system down, potentially 19 
more to go? According to 
AccuWeather’s forecast for 
the upcoming 2021 Atlantic 
hurricane season, that could 
certainly be the case.
As AccuWeather’s team 

of tropical weather experts, 
led by veteran meteorologist 
Dan Kottlowski, predicted 
in late March, the Atlantic 
once again popped to life 
ahead of schedule with the 
formation of Ana, the first 
named system of 2021. It’s 
the seventh straight year that 
a named system has formed 
prior to the official June 1 
start date. Ana arrived as a 
subtropical system early on 
Saturday, May 22, about 200 
miles northeast of Bermuda. 
It transitioned into a tropical 
storm on May 23 and dissi-
pated by Monday, May 24.
With one storm already in 

the books before Memorial 
Day, forecasters are expected 
to have their hands full once 
again this summer and fall 
following the historic 2020 
season.

The 2020 Atlantic hurri-
cane season was like no oth-
er. Not only did it produce 30 
named storms, the most on 
record, but the United States 
suffered 12 direct strikes, 
smashing the previous record 
of nine from 1916. Forecast-
ers had to turn to the rarely 
used Greek alphabet for only 
the second time in history to 
name tropical systems.
Kottlowski’s team predicts 

that the 2021 Atlantic hurri-
cane season will result in 16-
20 named storms, including 
seven to 10 hurricanes. Of 
the storms projected to reach 
hurricane strength, three to 
five are predicted to become 
major hurricanes (Category 
3 or higher storms that have 
maximum sustained winds 
of 111 mph or greater).
New research published 

earlier this year from Univer-
sity of Miami researcher Bri-
an McNoldy found that there 
is a new normal for named 

tropical systems in the Atlan-
tic based on a 30-year aver-
age from 1991 to 2020.
AccuWeather’s forecast, 

when compared to that 30-
year average, indicates that 
2021 is expected to be an 
above-normal season for 
tropical activity in the Atlan-
tic. A normal season is con-
sidered to have 14 storms, 
seven hurricanes and three 
major hurricanes. Last year, 
14 hurricanes formed, and 
seven of those reached the 
major hurricane threshold, 
and, upon further review, no 
hurricanes last year reached 
Category 5 force.
A recent post-season anal-

ysis conducted by the Na-
tional Hurricane Center 
found that Zeta was a major 
hurricane at the time it made 
landfall on Oct. 28, 2020. 
Previously the storm was 
rated as a Category 2 when it 
moved onshore in southeast-
ern Louisiana. The 2020 sea-

son is now tied with the 2005 
season for having the highest 
number of major hurricanes 
in a single season.
However, a similar 

post-season report released 
by the NHC revealed that 
Hurricane Iota did not reach 
Category 5 force as it closed 
in on Nicaragua last Novem-
ber. The storm was down-
graded to Category 4, mean-
ing that the 2020 season, 
despite its record activity, 
did not produce a Category 5 
hurricane.
In terms of the number 

of storms that will directly 
impact the mainland U.S., 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands in 2021, three to 
five are expected, according 
to Kottlowski’s team. The 
annual average number of 
direct impacts is 3.5.
“Current indications are this 

will be another above-nor-
mal season,” said Kottlows-
ki, who is in his 45th year 
of issuing forecasts for Ac-
cuWeather. “This can trans-
late into high impacts on the 
United States.”
To come up with the fore-

cast, Kottlowski and his 
team examined current 
weather patterns then studied 
long-range climate models to 
make a determination about 
what will happen during the 
heart of the season in Au-
gust, September and early 
October. There are several 
key factors that will influ-
ence the upcoming season.

Hurricane season 2021
 Here’s what AccuWeather forecasters predict

BATON ROUGE - After transitioning all commu-
nity education classes to a virtual setting during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Woman’s Hospital will begin of-
fering select childbirth classes in-person again starting 
in July. 
Classes will take place in the Woman’s Hospital Con-

ference Center located on the first floor of the main 
hospital. Attendance will be capped at 12 couples to 
ensure social distancing can be maintained. All attend-
ees will have their temperature checked and must pass 

a verbal health screening at the front entrance. Masks 
will also be required at all times in the facility.
 Classes being offered in-person beginning this sum-

mer include:
• After Baby Comes:  
   Baby and Parent Care
• Lamaze
•Complete Childbirth Series
Visit womans.org/classes or call (225) 231-5475 for 

more information or to register.

Woman’s Hosptal to resume
in-person birthing classes 

News................................1-2

Events ................................3

Lifestyles..........................3-5

Opinion...............................6  

Arrests.................................7

Obituaries...........................7

Bids, Notices...............8 & 9

Legals...............................10

Classifieds................10 & 11

Sports.................................12


