
Testing will be available Thursday, May 14 at the WBR Community Center at 749 N. 
Jefferson Ave and Monday, May 18 at the Addis Community Center at 7520 La. Hwy. 1 

South beginning at 8 a.m. while supplies last. 
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Coming soon: 2020 Grad Tab
Visit thewestsidejournal.com/grad for more information. 

Coronavirus 
Coverage

31
123

deaths

cases

According to LDH and the WBR Coroner’s Office reports on Tuesday, May 12.
Please visit our website for the most up-to-date coverage. 

748tests done
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Parish President Riley “PeeWee” Berthelot ob-

serves the COVID-19 testing site at the Erwinville 

Community Center on Tuesday, May 12. 

Phase One of reopening starts Friday

Local nursing home 
opens COVID-19 unit 

More than 58 percent of the COVID-19 deaths reported 
for West Baton Rouge Parish have been residents of Leg-
acy Nursing and Rehabilitation of Port Allen - the only 
long-term adult care facility in the parish. Nursing home 
populations are at the highest risk of being affected by 
COVID-19, according to the CDC. 

More than one-third of all coronavirus deaths in the 
United States have been nursing home residents or em-
ployees, the New York Times reports. 

AARP Louisiana State Director, Denise Bottcher called 
long-term care facilities “ground zero in the fight against 
the coronavirus” in a letter penned to state officials asking 
for action on behalf of Louisiana’s nursing home popula-
tion last week. 
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The shift from a Stay at 
Home order to Phase One 
in the COVID-19 pandem-
ic will take effect Friday, 
but compliance with new 
regulations will determine 
how soon the state moves 
forward, Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards said.

Haircare and nail salons 
can reopen, along with in-
door seating for churches, 
restaurants, theaters and 
other facilities – but all 
must adhere to occupancy 
limits to maintain social 
distancing.

Phase One will remain in 
place until at least June 5, 
Edwards said. He will an-
nounce June 1 if the state 
will advance to the next 

stage.
Public cooperation will 

dictate that decision.
“Let me emphasize that 

we’re not back to life as we 
knew it before COVID-19 

– a new normal is in place,” 
he said during his press 
briefing Monday at the 
State Capitol. “I’m asking 
everyone to play their role 
to ensure we can be ex-

tremely successful instead 
of going

backwards, which would 
be the worst possible thing 
we can do for our state 
economy and our workers.”

Advisors from the Gov-
ernor’s Office, the Louisi-
ana Department of Health 
and epidemiologists based 
their decision on the trend 
in cases.

A flattening of the in-
crease of new cases per day 
and a sharp decrease in the 
number of hospitalized and 
ventilated patients paved 
the way to the decision. 
They also based the final 
call on the threshold cri-
teria issued by the White 
House.

“We’re moving toward 
the right balance with this 
plan, in which we can re-
engage with our econo-
my, get employees back to 
work, customers back at 
restaurants and so forth,” 

Staff report

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

See OPEN on Page 3

Lock 
your 
car 

doors
Parish offers COVID-19 testing sites
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A West Baton Rouge resident self-administers a COVID-19 test at the Erwinville 

drive-thru testing site on Tuesday, May 12. The parish obtained 150 tests and 

will offer 50 at each site. 

PAPD: 25 
vehicle 

robberies 
in one 
month

In the last month, the Port 
Allen Police Department 
has received reports of 25 
vehicle burglaries. The ma-
jority of the robberies are 
happening to unlocked cars 
parked at homes on the East 
side of Port Allen, Police 
Chief Esdron Brown said. 

In response, the PAPD 
has launched extra patrols 
in undercover vehicles. But 
the best way to prevent the 
break-ins is for residents 
to lock their car doors and 
remove valuable items or 
weapons from plain view. 

“The main issue is peo-
ple leaving their cars un-
locked,” Brown said. 
“That’s the biggest issue 
because if the doors were 
locked, we wouldn’t have 
all of this.”

The thieves are suspect-
ed to be adolescents and 
typically take money or 
anything they can quick-
ly turn into cash, such as 
cellphones, chargers and 
purses, Brown said. But “a 
few” weapons, including 
one gun has been stolen. 
Brown said that of the 25 
reported burglaries, only 
one car was damaged to 
steal belongings out of it. In 
that case, a gun was in plain 
sight inside the vehicle, he 
continued. 

According to Brown, the 
suspects are between 17 
and 21 years old.

Clerice Lacy, a Port Al-
len resident and leading 
member of the Justice for 
Fatrell Organization is ask-
ing members of the com-
munity to reach out to local 
youth before it is too late. 

“I’m coming to you as a 
concerned citizen and as a 
pioneer on the rise against 
crime to ask every parent 
and guardian to please take 
more responsibility and be 
more vigilant of your chil-
dren,” she said in a Face-
book post. “Knowing their 
whereabouts, especially at 
nighttime, taking the time 
out to survey around your 
homes for unusual items 
that possibly may be sto-
len, having conversations 
about wise decisions, peer 
selection and consequences 
for their actions. If anyone 
in the community may pos-
sible know the individuals 
that are on the surveillance 
cameras that’s being posted 
in Port Allen Neighborhood 
Watch please try and reach 
out to them, the parent or 
the local law enforcement 
agency. No one wants to 
witness the death of one of 
these children behind such 
foolish behavior.”
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