
The town of Addis 
earned recognition as the 
safest city in Louisiana 
from SafeWise, a home se-
curity and safety research 
company. It’s the third 
year in a row the West Ba-
ton Rouge town has been 
named among the top five 
safest cities in the state. 

The town boasts of the 
lowest property crime rate 
in the state for three years 
in a row, which propelled 
it to the top of the list, ac-
cording to SafeWise. Ad-
dis’ violent crime rate is 
slightly above the average 
of the top five safest cities 
in the state. 

Addis Police Chief Ricky 
Anderson attributes the 
town’s low property crime 
rate and success in safety 
to regular patrolling by of-
ficers and “smart growth.”

SafeWise uses property 
and violent crime data from 
the FBI Uniform Crime 
Reporting (UCR) program 
and a proprietary research 
report to rank cities and 
towns in each state. Ac-
cording to Safewise, Addis 
had no reported property 
crimes in 2019 and 2020, 
which helped the small 
town launch from the num-
ber five spot last year to 
number one. 

“The FBI UCR data is 
just one way that cities re-
port crime statistics, and 
we know that it may differ 
from other reports a city 
or police department sub-
mits. But, to make sure that 
we’re comparing apples to 
apples, we’ve chosen to 
use this data as the basis of 
our safest cities reporting,” 
Safewise’s methodology 
report states.

The town’s tax base has 
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According to LDH and WBR Coroner’s Office 
reports on Tuesday, April 28.
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COVID-19
Week in Review

Organizations focus on feeding the masses
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Pastor Rickey Howell of Faith Street Ministries in Port Allen 

hands out to-go jambalaya plates during the church’s 400 plate 
giveaway on Saturday, April 25.

— Gov. John Bel Edwards extends stay home order to 
May 16 with changes to retail, restaurant operations

— Louisiana Department of Health now reporting 
presumed recoveries, changes how tests are reported

— WBR Parish Government hosted a mask giveaway at 
community centers across the parish

480tests done
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The Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank and members of the Louisiana National Guard handed out boxes of food to West Baton Rouge 

residents who lined up at the Louis A. Mouch Jr. multi-purpose facility on Tuesday, April 28.

West Baton Rouge’s 
number of confirmed coro-
navirus cases has remained 
steady, according to data 
provided by the Louisiana 
Department of Health. On 
Tuesday, April 28 at press 
time, LDH reported 94 con-
firmed cases for the second 
day in a row with 480 tests 
completed by residents. 

The West Baton Rouge 
Coroner’s Office reports 17 
parish resident deaths due to 
COVID-19. More than half 
of parish’s residents who 
have died of COVID-19 
were residents of Legacy 
Nursing and Rehabilitation 
of Port Allen. As of Tues-
day, nine residents of the 
facility have died of the 

disease caused by the novel 
coronavirus. 

LDH identified a “coro-
navirus cluster” at the fa-
cility on March 30, one 
week after its first resident, 
a 73-year-old man, died of 
COVID-19. 

According to LDH, 
COVID-19 cases have been 
reported by 154 nursing 
homes and 73 other adult 
residential facilities in 
Louisiana. A total of 2,546 
COVID-19 cases have been 
reported among residents 
of nursing homes, and a 
total of 371 COVID-19 
cases have been reported 
among residents of other 
adult residential facilities. 
A total of 541 COVID-19 
deaths have been reported 
among residents of nursing 

homes, and 44 COVID-19 
deaths have been reported 
among residents of other 
adult residential facilities. 
There are 279 licensed and 
certified nursing homes and 
157 adult residential care 
providers in Louisiana.

Test numbers skyrocket
LDH recently updated its 

reporting system to count 
tests completed by a per-

son’s residence, instead of 
where the test was complet-
ed. The change caused an 
influx of tests reported and 
the number, which had re-
mained stagnant for nearly 
a week prior, skyrocketed. 
Since then, it has moved 
steadily upwards as local 
and federal officials con-
tinue to work on expanding 
testing capability and ca-
pacity. 

President Donald Trump 
said at a media briefing 
yesterday he hopes to soon 
double the daily number of 
tests completed. 

Testing and data will be 
critical for opening up the 
state, Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards said during his media 
briefing Monday, when he 
announced the extension of 
his stay home order to May 
15. 
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