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By RONA MANN
Special to The Westerly Sun

What is it that defines quality?
Quality is a word that’s often misused, 

thrown around a lot because people think it 
sounds impressive to say their company and 
its services deliver quality; but if you don’t 
really understand its definition and aren’t 
working to deliver the highest level of that 
quality when providing those services,  then 
it’s just an empty word.

25+ years ago John Nagle started Clean 
Slate Estate, a company that works to clean 
out homes for a variety of reasons: 

The owners are downsizing and moving to 
a smaller home and don’t want to move a lot 
of excess “stuff” they no longer need.

The owners are planning on moving, but 
perhaps not for two years, but they wisely 
want to start downsizing now and not have 
to do it all at once when the time comes.

There has been a death or other life tran-
sition and the survivor(s) wish to pare down 
and simplify. Nagle and his staff realize that 
often this is a very emotional time for the 
homeowner and therefore they work to get 
the job done, done right, and in a timely 
manner in the most professional way.

There are many other reasons that people 
want to clean out their homes, as individ-
ual and personal as the people themselves. 
Clean Slate Estate understands these rea-
sons; they’ve seen it all during their 25+ 
years in business, and they’ve perfected what 
they do to fit every situation, which is why 
they are now regarded as “New England’s 

premiere clean-out company.”
High praise indeed, but praise that was 

earned, not just printed on a brochure nor 
stuck on a webpage. John Nagle himself re-
gards any cleanup or removal project as “a 
process,” one that can be very labor intense 
or perhaps one that requires only a bit of 
clean-out. That’s why the first step in the 
process is a Complete Job Assessment.

His caring and professional staff first 
meets at the location to see specifically what 
the client wants Clean Slate to do. They ex-
plain their process and discuss a game plan 
of what is to be removed from the “estate” 
and what is to stay. Clean slate works one-
on-one with their clients room by room 
including the basement, attic, garage, barn, 
and shed if needed, to remove the entire 
contents and then broom sweep before they 
consider the job completed. They also dis-

cuss how trash removal will be handled and 
if the client has need for them to move their 
items to another location, alleviating the 
stress of moving themselves.

Quite often homeowners have fami-
ly heirlooms that are no longer wanted or 
needed, but the client has little idea of their 
worth or how to best sell or dispose of them. 
Clean Slate Estate has the solution. They can 
give accurate and honest appraisals of art-
work, comics, coins, gold and silver, jewelry, 
stamps, toys, even vehicles, boats,  motorcy-
cles and, according to Nagle, “all items are 
evaluated right in front of the client. We pay 
higher prices than many of the shops out 
there, so our clients generally receive 5-10% 
more on their return.”

If the client wishes to donate items, Clean 
Slate estate can handle that as well, writing 
up an itemized accounting that can be used 

for tax-deductible purposes.
Yard sales? Flea markets? Nagle laughs. 

“We are not Sanford and Son.” That was 
a good program, but it’s not the way we 
handle things. We carry $2 million dollars 
worth of insurance, and we’re fully bonded. 
Most people who advertise that they handle 
estate sales are not, so if a potential buyer is 
injured on your property, your homeowners 
insurance often does not cover it. By using 
Clean Slate Estate, we maintain the liability, 
not you.”

Clean Slate Estate is Rhode Island based 
but over the years and because of their stellar 
reputation and client referrals has expanded 
to where they now do clean-outs, appraisals, 
and sales in all New England states as well as 
eastern New York.

Their website has further information in-
cluding discounts  for seniors, war veterans, 
and multi-property clean-outs.

When people are starting over wheth-
er downsizing, moving, or because of a life 
event, it is always emotional and often trau-
matic. They want someone they can trust, 
someone with a high quality track record, 
someone fully insured and bonded, some-
one who does the job completely, in a timely 
manner, and does it right. They want New 
England’s premiere clean-out company.

“We are that company,” John Nagle states 
with enviable pride.

Contact Information for Clean Slate Es-
tate: www.cleanslateestate.com, (800) 989-
4521. To speak with John directly for further 
information, call him at (401) 640-9385

 John Nagle is not Fred Sanford!
Find out Why Clean Slate Estate is Premiere throughout New England
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A Simple Bath & Kitchen Remodeling 
Process Home Owners Deserve.

COMES TO RHODE ISLAND

Website: www.DreamMaker-Remodel.com/SouthernRI 
Phone Number: (401) 433-7272

Independently owned and locally operated franchise. Copyright © 2021 Worldwide Refinishing Systems Inc. 
dba DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen by Worldwide®

Locally Owned & Operated One Company, One Dedicated Point of Contact Design to Completion Remodeling

By RONA MANN
Special to The Westerly Sun

How many times have you heard the story? Friends of 
yours, business associates, even family have decided to invest 
in a major project remodeling their kitchen or bath, but the 
general contractor they hired tells them to hire a designer, has 
them running around town for product selection and has the 
homeowners managing the schedule and communications 
between the carpenters, electricians and plumbers. It leaves 
your acquaintances feeling overwhelmed and frankly stuck.

That’s over. That’s all changed because DreamMaker Bath 
& Kitchen is opening, ready to serve all of Rhode Island, 
and the way this company approaches every project is with a 
simple (and organized) remodeling process they can not only 
promise, but hold to as well. So if other companies aren’t able 
to deliver a simple remodeling process, how can DreamMak-
er do this?

Simple. DreamMaker is a one-stop shop because they be-
lieve this is easiest remodeling process for homeowners. They 

walk each client through the phases of design (yes, you will 
get to see 3D renderings), product selection, construction 
and clean-up. All with one company and one point of con-
tact.  For over 20 years DreamMaker has been astounding 
homeowners nationwide with their simple remodeling pro-
cess, with expert guidance and great communication through 
each step of the process. And now, they’re here in southern 
New England ready to work for you.

From initial design to the completion of the project, 
DreamMaker is there for you, full service start to finish in 
your home. “Best of all, we won’t start any demolition until 
we have all of the materials for your project. This allows us 
to minimize the disruption remodeling can cause our clients 
during construction.,” So you won’t be stuck in a half remod-
eled house wondering where is your remodeler and when will 
the rest of the product be delivered.  

Although DreamMaker has one simple process, they offer a 
suite of remodeling services that include not only kitchen and 
bath remodeling, but interiors as well; safety and mobility 
features, cabinet refacing, general contracting, and commer-

A Simple Bath & Kitchen Remodeling 
Process Home Owners Deserve

DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen Comes to Rhode Island!
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Open Daily
9am-6pm

860-535-1785

Wheeler Rd.
Stonington, CT
(off Route 184)

Buy direct from our Greenhouse and Save
on top quality plants.

www.pequotplantfarm.com

THANK YOU 
TO ALL WHO 
VOTED  

FOR US!!

1ST PLACE BEST  
FLOORING COMPANY

 1ST PLACE BEST  
RUG & FLOOR COVERING

PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLATION

FOR THE BEST SERVICE, SELECTION & PRICE.

Free Estimates!
Call for Appointment • 401-783-8020

Follow us on Facebook www.rawlingsfloor.com

cial remodeling as well as residential. Read 
on to get familiar with our simple remodel-
ing process.

INITIAL MEETING
With any remodeling project, the custom-

er always wants to know what the process 
is. First and foremost, DreamMaker empha-
sizes safety. That’s why they offer the choice 
of either meeting in person or by webinar. 
During that first meeting a designer will 
listen carefully to what YOU want and dis-
cuss YOUR goals so that YOUR dreams are 
specifically incorporated into the new space. 
Photos or sketches you may have are always 
welcome.

HOME SURVEY
Following this meeting, a home survey is 

scheduled as well as a design review meet-
ing. During this step, your DreamMaker 
designer will visit your home and take mea-
surements, photos, and carefully look for 
any structural, plumbing, or electrical issues 
that need to be addressed or incorporated 
into the design. The more information the 
designer has, the more detailed and precise 
your initial estimate will be.

DESIGN
In Your Design Review, your dedicated 

designer will present your designs based on 

prior conversations and style preference. The 
goal is to land on a design that will make 
YOUR dreams come true and give you a 
better idea of what the final cost will be.

DECIDE TO MOVE FORWARD & 
SIGN AGREEMENT

The last step is to carefully go over a de-
tailed contract. This sets the tone for map-
ping out every phase of the project as well as 
establishing an open line of communication 
as to what specifically will be done.

So You Understand the Simple Process, 
But Why Should You Trust DreamMaker 
for your home remodel? 

You’ll be working directly with Dennis 
Aguiar the whole time from start to finish 
of your project. 

We offer you in-house designers as part of 
our simple remodeling process

DreamMaker is one of the nation’s largest 
remodelers and has a 96% recommendation 
rate on Guild Quality with nearly 2000 re-
views* 

You work directly with local Rhode Island 
business owners who live in and understand 
our area, but they are also a part of a net-
work of remodeling experts committed to 
excellence.

DreamMaker has received 15 GuildMas-
ter Awards and a bevy of design awards year 
after year.

We have availability on our production 
calendar and may be able to schedule your 
remodel very soon!

We’ve just given you a whole bunch of 
reasons to contact DreamMaker and get 
started. The contact information is below; 
and by the way, it’s not a slogan, not a copy-
righted tag line for advertising, but the foun-
dation on which this exceptional company 
has built their business is also what they live 
every day from contractor to designer to the 

professionals who do the actual work. “It’s 
our job, but we never forget it’s your home.”

And your remodeling dream can come 
with a simple process

Call (401) 433-7272   www.Dreammak-
er-Remodel.com/SouthernRI

*Source: Guild Quality https://www.guildquality.com/
pro/dreammaker-bath-and-kitchen-corporate. This av-
erage recommendation rate is from clients who were 
submitted surveys and responded.
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The value of the right lighting in a home is 
undeniable. Lighting can instantly transform 
a room and create the ambiance homeown-
ers are looking to establish. Though it might 
be mostly seen as a way to create mood in-
side a home, lighting also can do much for 
lawns and gardens.

Backyards have come a long way over the 
last several decades. Once reserved as play 
areas for children and stomping grounds for 
the family dog, backyards have become oases 
for homeowners and their families. Outdoor 
living areas are wildly popular, and no such 
area is complete without exterior lighting. In 
fact, a recent report from the National Asso-
ciation of Home Builders found that 85 per-
cent of home buyers want exterior lighting, 
making it the second most desired outdoor 
feature (patios topped that list).

Exterior lighting can have a dramatic ef-
fect on landscaping, and estimates from the 
online financial resource Kiplinger.com sug-
gest such lighting is inexpensive, with instal-
lation averaging roughly $67 per fixture. 

When installing exterior lighting around 
their landscapes, homeowners can keep vari-
ous tips in mind to create a relaxing, awe-in-
spiring mood on their properties at night.

• Consider uplights. Uplights are in-
stalled in the ground and direct light up at 
a tree, focusing on its trunk or canopy. This 
creates a dramatic effect that makes it possi-
ble to enjoy majestic trees at night just like 
you might when spending time in the yard 

during the day.
• Focus on trees. Many homeowners

already have exterior lighting lining their 
walkways and patios, but focusing on trees 
can create an entirely different look. Though 
it’s possible to install exterior tree lighting 
on your own, landscaping professionals with 
lighting experience know which fixtures will 
pair most effectively with the trees around 
your property and how to arrange them for 
maximum effect.

• Opt for warm light. Warm white light
creates an inviting feel around the property. 
The exterior lighting experts at Utah Lights 
acknowledge that choice of lighting is up 
to homeowners but also note that, in sit-
uations with lower levels of ambient light, 
such as in exterior lights around a property, 
people typically prefer warmer light. That’s 
because warm light tends to be easier on the 
eyes and directs attention to the features of 
the landscape, which is many homeowners’ 
goal when installing exterior lighting in their 
yards.

• Utilize a timer. Modern exterior light-
ing timers make it easier than ever to control 
the lights outside a home. Many such tim-
ers even adjust for the changing seasons and 
the shifting hours of daylight. That means 
homeowners shouldn’t have to tinker with 
the timer once it’s set.

Exterior lighting can add significant ap-
peal to a property without breaking the 
bank.

Exterior lighting can add 
ambiance to a property

Spring Home & Garden6 April 8, 2021 The Westerly Sun  |  www.thewesterlysun.com



IS YOUR HOME STUCK IN THE 20TH CENTURY?
Let us get you up to speed!

Call today
401-741-0385

gsmarthome.com

And we do it with attention to detail and a relentless 
desire for customer satisfaction. 

Global 
Smart  Home 

and Wiring 

We offer:
Whole

Home Automation
Home Theater 

Installation
Home Security 

Installation

KIOTI.com

CS
22-25 HP

*Offer available February 1, 2021 – May 31, 2021.  Rebates and/or financing based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Pricing and rebates in US dollars. Additional fees including, but not limited to, 
taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges may apply. Financing must be through DLL using one of the available financing options. Financing is subject to credit approval. Customers must take delivery prior to the end of the program 
period. Some customers will not qualify. Some restrictions apply. Offer available on new equipment only. Prior purchases are not eligible. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer
for details. 6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residential use only.6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CX, CK10, DK10 and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between September 1, 2016 – May 31, 2021. Offer
valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. © 2021 Kioti Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc. 

$2600
Cash Back* (T-L-B )Financing* Months

0%    84
UP TO

UP TO

on select models

*Offer available February 1, 2021 – May 31, 2021. Rebates and/or financing based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Pricing and rebates in US 
dollars. Additional fees including, but not limited to, taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges may apply. Financing must be through DLL using one of the available financing options. 
Financing is subject to credit approval. Customers must take delivery prior to the end of the program period. Some customers will not qualify. Some restrictions apply. Offer available 
on new equipment only. Prior purchases are not eligible. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. 6 Year Warranty for 
Non-Commercial, residential use only.6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CX, CK10, DK10 and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between September 1, 2016 – 
May 31, 2021. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. © 2021 Kioti Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc.

KIOTI.com

3992 Old Post Rd, Rte 1A N  
Charlestown, RI 02813
(401) 364-6114
www.patspower.com

154 Lantern Hill Road Mystic, Connecticut
860-536-7720 • www.stoningtongardens.com

Follow us on

Stonington Gardens LLC

Backyard pools provide a way to cool off and 
enjoy a taste of luxury without having to trav-
el. Backyard pools provided even more conve-
nience and a welcome respite in 2020, as many 
public pools were closed in response to social 
distancing restrictions put in place during the 
pandemic. 

After installing pools, many homeowners re-
alize that touching up the landscaping around 
the pool can provide the finishing touch to their 
backyard retreats. Not all landscaping is the 
same, and homeowners should choose plants 
that look beautiful, are tolerant to pool splash-
out and won’t outgrow the area. The home and 
garden resource The Spruce notes that a plant 
that is attractive at two feet tall can grow rapidly 
and drop leaves or other debris into the pool. 

When selecting options for pool landscaping, 
there are some considerations to keep in mind:

• Choose plants that will provide privacy.
• Know which kind of climate a plant needs

prior to purchasing it. Tropical plants may be 
fitting poolside, but will they endure when the 
season is over?

• Design according to the theme of the home,
as plants should complement the existing style. 

• Decide whether you can accept spreading
or trailing plants that can cascade over retaining 
walls and other infrastructure.

• Look at trees that won’t drop too many
leaves, flowers or fruit into the water.

• Think about having layers of plants to soft-
en the landscape, which can make a small pool 
seem bigger and more luxurious.

• Don’t overlook the possibility of a lawn
abutting pavers or concrete surrounding a pool, 
as it can soften the edges and keep spaces open 
and inviting.

• Incorporate herbs or fragrant plants, which
can transform a pool day into a spa experience. 

Pool landscaping must marry a variety of 
different features and plant requirements. As a 
result, a professional consultation may be the 
route to take. Landscape architects will have 
the know-how to select plant varieties that will 
be tolerant, beautiful and fulfill homeowners’ 
wishes.

Backyard pools can make a backyard retreat 
that much more enjoyable. Landscaping offers 
the softness and beauty that adds a finishing 
touch to poolside retreats.

Swimming pool landscaping ideas
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IS YOUR HOME STUCK IN THE 20TH CENTURY?
Let us get you up to speed!

Call today 
401-741-0385 

www.gsmarthome.net

And we do it with attention to detail and a relentless 
desire for customer satisfaction. 

Global  
Smart  Home 

and Wiring 

We offer:
Whole 

Home Automation
Home Theater  

Installation
Home Security  

Installation

By RONA MANN
Special to The Westerly Sun

It wasn’t just the pandemic and being house-
bound for the better part of a year that did it.

Fact is, for several years now the trend was head-
ing toward staying at home for entertaining your 
family and friends. Given the events of the last 
year, our innate desire for entertainment and diver-
sion to break up monotony, lessen stress, and enjoy 
things together as a family, there are real benefits 
to having a dedicated media center in your home.

For starters, you will get the same movie-going 
experience with none of the hassle. Not having to 
find a parking place, not having to wait in line to 
buy tickets, or buy overpriced popcorn are just the 
beginning of the benefits and return on your in-
vestment. Here are some more reasons to get go-
ing on your own home entertainment room, more 
than enough reasons to have you make the call!

You can take video games to a whole new level 
with realistic surround sound and larger than life 
imagery.

Sporting Events? The best! You will always have 
a front row seat for Sunday football, March Mad-
ness, or the upcoming Summer Olympics, and 
you’ll never be bothered by weather conditions; yet 
that big screen and movie theatre sound will make 
you feel you’re right there cheering your team on 
in the stadium. The only thing you won’t have is 
a $15. beer!

YOU control the remote! At the movies, the fea-
ture doesn’t stop if you want to grab some food 
or drink or use the restroom. Now you can stop, 
rewind, see that unbelievable play over and over, 
or watch that extra long movie over the course of 
two nights.

But it’s not just for movies anymore. You can 
stream Neflix, Hulu, and other content not avail-
able elsewhere. Global does not just put in a sys-

Go To the Theatre... 
It’s Just Down the Hall!
Thanks to: Global Smart Home and Wiring
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A family tradition of quality,
experience & service

since 1972

320 Liberty St., (Rt. 2) Pawcatuck, CT • (860) 599-5656 • WWW.LASSELLSCARPET.COM

Room Size Remnants, Luxury Vinyl Planks & Tiles, 
Luxury Vinyl and Area Rugs

As always, hundreds of mill ends in stock, 30 – 70% off all year long!

105 Franklin St, Westerly 
(401) 596-0302  

www.acemcquades.com

Lawn Care • Hardware 
Pet Care & More!

Large Selection of Grills & Smokers by

Dirty Air Ducts Aren’t Harmless. 
Breathe Easier…  

Have your Air Ducts Cleaned!

Dirty air ducts cause poor indoor air quality, increase your energy costs 
and can negatively affect your health. Pollutants clog the heat exchanger 
and coil, making it work harder to heat and cool your property. Without 
proper maintenance, your air ducts become contaminated with dust, 
mold spores, bacteria, pollen, pet dander & other pollutants. But we can 
help! Our professional air duct cleaning services:
• Reduce potential for mold growth
• Extend HVAC equipment life
• Provide a healthier environment for
   allergy and asthma sufferers
• Remove unpleasant odors

Call to schedule a free estimate today!  
401-322-3030 / 860-455-1249

www.servicemasterbymason.com
Proudly Serving Rhode Island and Connecticut

$30 OFF 
AIR DUCT/HVAC CLEANING  

Offer valid thru 12/31/2021

tem, they design and install it with sound 
and acoustics that conform to the shape of 
the room, speaker size, furniture placement, 
and decor. While many people feel the base-
ment of their home is the ideal choice for a 
home theatre, Global can also modify any 
room from an extra bedroom or office to 
playroom or garage.

But the scope of this unique company 
with years of experience and a large file of 
happy and satisfied customers throughout 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Massachu-
setts deals not only in entertainment, but in 
full home automation systems, now featur-
ing Josh - voice-controlled home automa-
tion that is totally private. Unlike Alexa and 
Google, it has its own server and does not 
listen to you nor take and use your private 
information. Josh can control lights, blinds, 
ceiling fans, coffee makers, and more wheth-
er you’re down the street visiting a neighbor 
or even if you’re across the country visiting 
friends 3000 miles away. Imagine the sense 
of security and peace of mind you’ll get from 
knowing you can unlock the door for the 
kids when they get off the bus or for the dog 
walker who comes over once or twice a day. 
You can even unlock the door for a delivery 
person, have them put the packages inside, 
then immediately lock it once again. Josh 
works with a variety of smart devices and 

services to make your life not only conve-
nient but 100% secure as well.

Additionally, Global Smart Home and 
Wiring can provide and install WiFi 
throughout your home, install ring door-
bells, and video recorders and cameras for 
total security both inside and outside your 
property, all with wireless residential instal-
lation.

 Whether you’re looking to add a full secu-
rity system, build a full media room, or just 
add to, or replace one component of your 
home theatre, call Global. Don’t let any-
one tell you that a media room is frivolous. 
Global can show you that a home theatre is 
not just their business, but good business for 
you as well since a properly designed and in-
stalled home theatre can serve to boost the 
value of your home. It’s not a toy, it’s not a 

whim, it’s not a splurge. It’s a solid invest-
ment...in your family, in the security of your 
home and property, and in years of saving 
money buying expensive tickets, traveling 

hundreds of miles to venues, and enduring 
all kinds of inclement weather.

When you are looking to bring entertain-
ment and technology together the smart 
way, your first line of defense is to call Glob-
al Smart Home Automation and Wiring. 
They know their and Wiring, that know 
what’s out there and what the best devices 
are, and they want to get to know you. No 
cookie-cutter plans. They listen, they design, 
they work within your budget, and they are 
results and happy-customer driven.

That’s why they’ve been serving southern 
New England for years. Says a lot. Call Den-
nis Aguiar at (401)741-0385  Dennisa@
gsatsound.com  www.gsatsound.com
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• Come see our large
selection of Bird 
Seed, Dog and Cat 
food Live stock feed. 

• We also carry Pet 
Toys, Bird Feeders 
and Bird baths, 
Grooming supplies 
and pet coats too. 
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• Flowers and Vegetables

• Plants and Seeds

• Potting and Top Soil

• Fertilizers
• Planters

• Garden Tools

• Sheds

31 Friendship Street, Westerly, Rhode Island31 Friendship Street, Westerly, Rhode Island
401-596-5059401-596-5059

Open Mon-Fri 8am to 6pmOpen Mon-Fri 8am to 6pm
 Sat 8am-5pm • Sun 9am to 4pm  Sat 8am-5pm • Sun 9am to 4pm 

PET AND 
LIVESTOCK
FEED & SUPPLIES

YOUR LAWN & 
GARDEN
HEADQUARTERS 

South County Cabinets
KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN

REMODELING • COUNTERTOPS
401-596-7070 • 137 Franklin St., Westerly, RI

www.southcountycabinets.com

REMODELING • COUNTERTOPSREMODELING • COUNTERTOPSREMODELING • COUNTERTOPS
401-596-7070 • 137 Franklin St., Westerly, RI401-596-7070 • 137 Franklin St., Westerly, RI

www.southcountycabinets.comwww.southcountycabinets.com

The value of a retreat-like backyard was 
never more apparent than in 2020. Over the 
last year-plus, much of the world has been 
forced to stay home as a global pandemic has 
claimed millions of lives while countless oth-
ers have had to fight to survive in hospitals. 
It’s no surprise people have looked for a re-
spite from the harsh realities of living during 
a deadly pandemic, and many turned their 
attention to their own backyards to provide 
such an escape.

The online home remodeling platform 
Houzz reported a 58 percent annual in-
crease in project leads for home profession-
als in June 2020. Contractors who specialize 
in outdoor spaces saw the biggest increase 
in demand. A revamped outdoor space can 
provide the perfect retreat for homeowners 
who want to get away from it all. But one 
winged, unwelcome guest can quickly trans-
form an oasis into an uninviting space.

Mosquitoes make their presence felt in 
many areas each summer. These pesky, often 
hungry insects can carry disease, and their 
bites can be painful and itchy. Homeowners 
can try these three techniques to keep mos-
quitoes out of their backyards.

1. Remove standing water.
Standing water is a breeding ground for

mosquitoes, who don’t even need a lot of 
water to successfully breed. A daily walk 
around the property may uncover kids’ toys, 
empty flower pots or other small receptacles 
that can collect water. Even clogged gut-

ters can lead to the accumulation of a small 
amount of water, and that can be enough for 
mosquitoes to breed. Remove these poten-
tial breeding grounds when you find them, 
and do so each day, as mosquitoes mature 
from eggs to nymphs in roughly four days.

2. Mow regularly.
Mowing the lawn so the grass never gets

too high is another way to make a backyard 
less hospitable to mosquitoes. The pest ex-
perts at Terminix® note that mosquitoes seek 
tall grass to protect them from the elements, 
including wind and hot summer sun. Mow-
ing enough so grass never gets too high in 
summer can make backyards less inviting to 
mosquitoes.

3. Plant with mosquitoes in mind.
The home remodeling experts at HGTV

note that plants can be part of homeown-
ers’ strategy to repel mosquitoes. Various 
plants have mosquito-repellant qualities. 
For example, bee balm releases a fragrance 
as it grows, and mosquitoes don’t like that 
fragrance. Homeowners can speak with a 
local lawn and garden professional for rec-
ommendations about plants that can thrive 
in their region and repel mosquitoes at the 
same time.

Mosquitoes can make it hard to enjoy a 
backyard oasis. But various strategies can 
help homeowners keep these unwanted 
guests out of their backyards.

Techniques to keep mosquitoes out of your backyard oasis
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Because Your 
Home Matters 

to You!
FIRST QUALITY FABRICS IN STOCK & SAMPLES
WALLPAPER  • TRIMS • WINDOW TREATMENTS • BEDDING • UPHOLSTERY 

SLIPCOVERS • SHADES • SHUTTERS • CUSTOM LAMPSHADES

Hours: Tues-Fri 10 am-5 pm • Sat 11 am-3 pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

606 Ten Rod Road, North Kingstown, RI
401-295-2760 • www.fabricgalleryri.com

In the back and to the left of the Lafayette building. Look for wood sign Fabric Gallery

SALE: FABRIC AND PILLOWS

By RONA MANN
Special to The Westerly Sun

We were speaking of quality on the pre-
vious page, and nothing says quality more 
than never cutting corners, working hard, 
and delivering top of the line products and 
service consistently and professionally.

Guess that’s the main reason that a busi-
ness like J & D Landscaping and Lawn Care 
got to be 40 years old. That’s also why most 
customers are return customers, as perennial 
as the flowers and shrubs that adorn their 
beautifully manicured lawns.

The reason for all this is simple: John 
Nagle, the man you just read about on the 
previous page, who commandeers the wild-
ly successful Clean Slate Estate. Well, Nagle 
owns this company as well, and the very 
same ethics and standards he brings to Clean 
Slate Estate are planted deep within the soil 
of this company as well.

John Nagle is blunt, if nothing else be-
cause he believes in being thoroughly open 
and upfront with his customers and poten-
tial clients. “I don’t believe in sugar-coating,” 
he says. “I tell people this is what needs to 
be done to accomplish what you want. Can 
you afford it?”

That upfront attitude has kept J & D as 
the premiere Rhode Island and Massachu-
setts  landscaping and lawn care company 
for nearly half a century because there are 
never any surprises, and all work is guaran-
teed.

Although J & D is independently owned, 
John does not consider the “big box lawn 
care companies” to be competition. “They 
are cookie-cutter,” he explains. “They buy 
their products in the fall to save lots of 
money. But the winter can bring various 
weather conditions and temperatures which 
can effect those products. I buy mine in the 
spring, depending upon what happened 

during the winter. I buy higher-end prod-
ucts which afford a slower release and longer 
residual effects.”

Nagle is not looking for the customer who 
wants to hire what he calls a “mow, blow, 
and go company,” have four applications, 
make four payments, and be done. “I am 
looking for long-term customers who are se-
rious about coming home to a beautiful lawn 
and landscape. Everybody has big dreams, so 
I listen very carefully to what they tell me 
they want. I look around. I pay attention to 
everything because people think they know 
what they want, and it isn’t always so. A big 
part of my job is in re-educating customers.”

Sound blunt? That’s why Nagle and his 
10-person staff at J & D Lawn and Land-
scaping are unique in their approach and ex-
pert in their work. Servicing both residential
and commercial clients, they readily allow
that no job is too small, and they work close-
ly with their long-term customers to resolve
any issues, questions, or concerns.

When you call J & D for an estimate, 
your call is returned within 24 hours. That’s 
service. Then an in-person meeting is set up 
to discuss in detail your landscape and lawn 
care needs in addition to any construction 
that is needed. This is “hardscape” and gen-
erally includes retaining walls, patios, walk-
ways, pavers, and stone. The ideal balance 
for a beautiful yard is a combination of both 
landscape and hardscape, and J & D and 
their experienced and customer-centered 
staff are expert in creating whatever com-
bination their clients want, need, and are 
within budget.

Lawn Care includes fertilizer, weed con-
trol, and crabgrass control with however 
many applications are needed to get the 
job done right. They also handle fungicide, 
lime application, and tick control. Trees and 
shrubs get the same careful attention with 
the addition of disease and oil sprays, while 

shrubs are trimmed, shaped and pruned. 
Ornamental trees are pruned after the fruit 
drops or in the spring before growth begins.

Best of all, whatever work you want or 
need comes with an on-the-job foreman in 
the person of the owner, John Nagle. He 
oversees and directs every job, so if his name 
is on  your lawn, it will be a premiere job, 
start to finish.

High-end products, a long and storied 
history of experience,  employees who un-
derstand a high level of workmanship and 

how to relate to a customer to ensure com-
plete satisfaction, a company that is fully 
insured and bonded, the finest professional 
equipment to do the finest most professional 
job, lawn maintenance 12 months a year or 
partial if desired, along with snow remov-
al, and an owner who returns phone calls...
that’s premiere service. That’s J & D Land-
scaping and Lawn Care.

Speak to the owner direct 24 - 7! Call 
John Nagle at (401) 567-8974  www. jd-
homecare.com

Keeping Perennial 
Customers and 
Beautiful Lawns

J & D Landscaping & Lawn Care
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We Also Provide:
• French Drains • Stone Driveways

• Small Excavating

Commercial & Residential
We are a Full Maintenance,

Lawn Care & Construction Company

Lawn Care Fertilizing Programs
5,000 sq. ft. - $52 per app
10,000 sq. ft. - $70 per app
15,000 sq. ft. - $90 per app
20,000 sq. ft. - $105 per app

37 Years in Business

Call Today About Our
FERTILIZING PROGRAM

Installation & General Landscaping

Prepay Now For FULL LAWN CARE PROGRAM & Receive
LIME/GRUB CONTROL AT NO COST!

401-567-8974 • 800-569-8968
www.jdhomecare.com

R.I. Lic#2341 Contractors Lic# 23084 • FULLY INSURED

John Nagle
“My goal is to make sure that every

customer is completely satisfied
with the appearance of their property.”

“Are You Sick & Tired of Your
Lawn Looking Sick & Tired?”

LAWN CARE
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