FALL 2025 NEWSLETTER

OUR FAVORITE TIME OF YEAR

The holiday season in Mystic brings our community together in a way that feels both
timeless and uniquely local. Streetlights wrapped with lights and decorated storefronts
set the stage for a month of celebration that reflects the spirit of our town—welcoming,
creative, and full of tradition. New this year, Mystic will feature a few themed trees,

including a Dog Tree—adorned with wooden dogs of all types and colors running up the
J branches—and a Lighthouse Tree, celebrating our coastal heritage. From the Artisan
Holiday Market to the Lantern Luminaria, each event showcases the best of our local
businesses, artists, and volunteers. In Mystic, the holidays aren’t just about decorations—
they’re about community, connection, and the shared joy of the season.

Santa Arrives by Tugboat and
Lighted Boat Parade
Saturday, November 29th
Mystic River

Artisan Holiday Market = 11am-4pm
Come enjoy the Artisan Holiday Market on
Cottrell Street running the length of Mystic
River Park. It will be a well rounded market of
quality items from local artisans.

2:00pm Santa Arrives by Tugboat
Santa Claus is coming to town aboard Cross
Sound Ferry’s Tug Boat, the John Paul. Bring
your children to see Santa arrive and spend
time by the Mystic River Park Christmas tree,
telling Santa what they want for Christmas.
There will be picture opportunities with Santa
and Christmas themed items, Carolers and a
few surprises!

6:00pm Christmas Tree Lighting
Join us at Mystic River Park to officially light
the Mystic Christmas Tree for the 2025 season.

6:15pm Lighted Boat Parade
Come and see decorated vessels parade
down the Mystic River. We encourage you to
bring a toy donation. Toys will be collected in
Mystic River Park.
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Executive Office

14 Holmes Street, Mystic, CT 06355

Mailing Address: PO Box 143, Mystic, CT 06355
Phone: (860) 572-9578
www.mysticchamber.org

info@mysticchamber.org

Chamber Staff

Bruce Flax- President

Megan Yardis- Membership Manager
Isiah Allgood- Event Coordinator
Kaylee Wright- Social Media

Deb McGugan- Bookkeeper

2025 Board of Directors

CHAIRMAN - Amanda Arling, The Whaler's Inn
VICE CHAIRMAN - David Labbe, Bridge Marketing
SECRETARY - Nicole DiMattei, Granite Theatre
Annemarie Seifert, Uconn Avery Point

Blair Bendel, Foxwoods Resort Casino

Bonnie Pollard-Johnson, Academy Point

Dan Bouges, Groton Utilities

David Preka, Advanced Group, LLC

Francisca Secor, Secor Auto Group

Jennifer O'brey, Westerly Sun

Johan Liebenberg, Hilton Mystic

Lydia Shell, Aquarium

Matt Beaudoin, Mystic Knotworks

Melinda Burridge, Chelsea Groton Bank

Shannon McKenzie, Seaport Museum

Continued from page 1

New this year at the
Mystic Seaport Museum:

Celebrate the season on Saturday, November 29
as festively decorated boats light up the Mystic River
during the Annual Lighted Boat Parade, presented
with the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce.

Bring a chair, enjoy seasonal treats, and watch
the parade from the Museum'’s waterfront, one of
the best views in town!

= Gates open: 5:30 p.m.
« Parade begins: 6:15 p.m.
» Admission: Free for Members and daytime visitors;
$10 for non-members arriving after 5:00 p.m.
« Entry: Please park in the free parking lot across
the street from the South Entrance located next to
the Kingston Il Tugboat. Enter through the Sanger
Visitor Reception Center.
« Tickets:
https://secure.mysticseaport.
org/25507/30954?utm_source=WesterlySun&utm_
medium=print_ad&utm_
campaign=LightedBoatParade2025
Visit mysticchamber.org for information and
details including parking options and where to view
the parade.

Downtown Mystic Holiday Stroll and Lantern
Luminaria
Tuesday, December 2nd = 5pm-9pm
Stroll the festive streets of Historic Downtown
Mystic and listen to the carolers sing. The shops will
be open late so you can get a head start on your
holiday shopping while enjoying holiday cider, cookies,
and other goodies. This is a community event, free of
charge and open to the public.

Visitor Center for Gifts
Visit the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce
Visitor Center and retail store at 14 Holmes Street

for easy holiday shopping. Browse posters from past
Mystic Outdoor Art Festivals, Mystic glassware, and

other locally inspired items that celebrate our town.
Our team is happy to help you pick out gifts and share

tips for making the most of your visit.

One button link to restaurants,
shopping, and activities including
biking and hiking trails, museums,

beaches, golf, spas, Mystic
Chamber events,
area events and more

DUWNFOWN MERGHINTS
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LANTERN LUMINARIA

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2

5PM TO 9PM
Downtown Mystic

CAROLERS AND
LANTERN LUMINARIA

.GREATER

Celebrate with the Chamber

The holidays are about community, and we are

proud to celebrate them together. Join us throughout
the season, invite friends and family, and help us
support the small businesses and organizations that
shape this place we love.

From all of us at the Greater Mystic Chamber of

Commerce, we look forward to celebrating with you
downtown this holiday season.
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This year,

As the holiday season approaches and we look toward a new
year, I'm reminded how truly special our region is. From the
shoreline towns of southeastern Connecticut to our neighbors
in coastal Rhode Island, we share a unique blend of small-town
warmth, creativity, and resilience that shines especially bright this
time of year.

At the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce, our mission
extends beyond Mystic — it's about celebrating and supporting
the people, businesses, and organizations that make our corner
of New England such a wonderful place to live, visit, and invest
in. Through beloved events like the Mystic Outdoor Art Festival,
Celebrate Mystic, and Floatswella, as well as partnerships that
reach into Westerly, Groton, and Stonington, we continue to build
connections that strengthen our entire regional economy.
incredible collaboration —

we've seen
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entrepreneurs and artists to restaurateurs, local leaders, and
volunteers — all working together to make our communities thrive.
That spirit of unity is what makes this area so special, and it's what
the Chamber is most proud to nurture.

As we head into 2026, | invite you to stay involved, share your

ideas, and keep the energy going. Stop by our office at 22 East

from

Main Street, explore our events, or reach out anytime. Together,
we'll continue to build on the shared success that makes our
region shine all year long.

Wishing you and your family a joyful holiday season and a
prosperous New Year,

Bruce Flax, President
Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce
bruceflax@mysticchamber.org

A YEAR OF GROWTH AND CONNECTION
AT THE GREATER MYSTIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

In 2025, the Greater Mystic Chamber of
Commerce welcomed new businesses,
celebrated milestones, and deepened our
connections with the community.

The Chamber has continued to
modernize what it means to be a
Chamber of Commerce. Our members'
best interests guide every decision—
whether that's brainstorming marketing
strategies, helping a business find its
first brick-and-mortar location, or making

meaningful connections with other
members.
We listen to our members, and

that's how new programs are created.
For example, when members shared
curiosity and concern about artificial
intelligence, we brought in an expert to
host an Al seminar. Members left with
tools to safely and effectively apply Al in
their businesses. It's just one way we turn
feedback into action.

Our Community and Tourism Awards
end-of-year event is another example of
this approach. The event now features
over a dozen local restaurants, breweries,
wineries, and live entertainment—all while
honoring businesses and individuals who
strengthen our region.

At its core, Chamber membership is
about more than just business promotion.
It's about being part of something
bigger—a community.

“Being part of a modern Chamber that
blends community and marketing has
been so rewarding. The work we're doing
to support the region is truly special and
helps elevate our members in meaningful
ways. Getting to know our members
and learning about their passions and
work is the best part of what | do.
— Megan Yardis, Membership Manager

Why Join the Chamber?
Increased Exposure

Members gain visibility through the
Go Mystic app, our website, newsletters,
and social media channels, reaching over
20,000 followers. This added exposure
builds credibility and helps attract new
customers.

Networking Opportunities

Chamber events—such as Business
Before Hours, Business After Hours,
Ribbon Cuttings, Grand Openings, and
Open Houses—bring together business
owners, professionals, and community
leaders. These connections often lead
to partnerships, collaborations, and new
customers.

Resources and Support

From marketing guidance and branding
help to training sessions on business
development, financial management,
and technology, members have access
to expertise that small businesses
often don't have the budget to secure
independently.

Advocacy

The Chamber also serves as a voice for
local businesses. We monitor legislative
issues, engage with policymakers, and
ensure the concerns of our members are
heard.

If you'd like to join the Greater Mystic
Chamber of Commerce, email Megan at
meganyardis@mysticchamber.org or
call 860-572-9578.
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"MILESTONE MYSTIC:
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD GATHERING
SPOT FOR THE SEASON AHEAD

There's always something happening at Milestone
Mystic, and this season is no exception. As the holidays
approach, our welcoming downtown spot is buzzing
with live music, festive gatherings, and the excitement
of a community coming together over great food and
good company.

We're thrilled to introduce our new Executive Chef
Benjamin Campos, whose fresh perspective and
creative approach are putting a new spin on Milestone
favorites while introducing seasonal dishes that
celebrate local ingredients.

From comforting seasonal flavors to shareable plates
made for gathering, each dish pairs perfectly with our
craft cocktails, local brews, and extensive wine list.

If you're looking to celebrate, Milestone Mystic is the
perfect setting for your holiday party or private event.

Whether it's an intimate dinner with friends or a lively
company celebration, our team will handle every detail,
s0 you can sit back and enjoy the moment.

And there's no better time to stop by than during
one of our weekly happenings. From our incredible
live music lineup featuring talented local artists, to
our weekly specials, like Martini Mondays and Burger
Night, there's always something worth celebrating.
Plus, our Happy Hour offers a mix of small bites and
libations, making Milestone the perfect place to unwind
any day of the week.

At Milestone, we believe in bringing people
together around the table. This season, join us to
celebrate, unwind, and make memories in your favorite
neighborhood gathering spot.’
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NIANTIC CHILDREN'S MUSEUM

A southeastern Connecticut must-see
stop for parents, the Niantic Children's
Museum is the perfect place for children
ages 9 and under to let theirimaginations
soar! Located at 409 Main Street in
downtown Niantic, the Museum has
three areas of hands-on learning fun.

Visit the Museum’s Imagination Room
to become a sea captain, fire fighter,
master chef, farmer and more, all in one
day! Our play boat, based off of “The
Night of the Moonijellies,” is a Museum
favorite and is ready to take to seas of the
world of make believe. Even the littlest
visitors can join in with Toddler Area built
just for them.

On the opposite side of the Museum,
you'll find our Discovery Room filled
with science-based activities and the

Museum'’s resident animals. A bearded
dragon, tortoise, leopard gecko, frog,
hermit crabs and an observation hive of
bees, all call the Museum home! Be sure
to stop by our MakerSpace area to make
the free craft of the day.

And last, but not least, the Museum's
Outdoor Playspace delights youngsters
with a real treehouse, music garden,
watertables, playhouse, kid-sized zipline
and new buccaneer boat! There's no
plank to walk, but there's lots of fun to be
had!

Visit niantickids.org to learn more
about the Museum's many other
offers including party rentals, classes,
homeschool programming, outreach
programs and special events.
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809 CAFE BRINGS
AUTHENTIC
DOMINICAN FLAVOR
TO THE HEART OF THE
COMMUNITY

809 Café was born from a simple craving and
a big dream. As longtime residents of Westerly,
our family often found ourselves wishing we could
enjoy authentic Dominican food without driving
all the way to Providence. That's when we decided
to bring the flavors of home right here creating
a place where our community could experience
the warmth, culture, and taste of the Dominican
Republic close to home.

What started as a dream to share our culture
quickly became a gathering place for family, friends,
and food lovers of all backgrounds. We're humbled
and grateful for the warm welcome we've received
from the community. For many of our customers,
it's their very first time trying Dominican food and
we love seeing their faces light up when they taste
our flavorful rice dishes, tender pernil, honey jerk
chicken, and crispy empanadas made with love.

809 Café offers two convenient locations:
« 273 Clarks Falls Road, North Stonington, CT -
Open **12 PM to 7 PM daily, closed Wednesdays.

» 20 Mechanic Street, Pawcatuck, CT - Open 12
PM to 7 PM, Thursday through Monday.

We also offer catering services bringing the
same delicious home-cooked flavors to your
special events.

At 809 Café, our mission is more than just
serving food, it's about sharing a piece of our
culture, bringing people together, and creating a
space filled with sabor, love, and community. From
our kitchen to your table, we thank you for making
809 Café part of your story.
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Experience the largest multi-level
indoor go karting track in Connecticut.
Our all electric, zero emission karts will
get your adrenaline pumping as you
speed around Connecticut's Largest
Indoor Multi-level Karting Track. Our
110,000 square foot facility houses two
very diverse multi-level tracks, offering
challenges for all ages both the beginner
and experienced drivers.

AND THERE IS MORE FUN FOR
EVERYONE!

Ninja Wipeout & Trampolines is a

Greater Mystic C

SUPERCHARGED MONTVILLE, CT

fun experience for everyone. Featuring
a battle beam, Wipeout balls, and over
18 Ninja Wipeout obstacles including
cargo net climbers, a spinning log, zig-
zag bridge, net maze, cave crawl, AND
MORE.

Get Axe-cited for Axe Throwing!
Featuring interactive projection targets
and competitive games

Enjoy our gaming lounge and win
some prizes too!

Before, during, or after the fun enjoy
the best pizza in Connecticut! V's Brick

Oven Pizzeria & Pub is conveniently
located in Supercharged and features
delicious pizza from our hand-crafted
brick oven.

Supercharged is the place to go for
corporate events or any event of any size.
Whatever your occasion, Supercharged
is perfect for any size group with
something for everyone.

Corporate Events - Birthday Parties
- Bachelor/ette Parties - Kid's Birthday
Parties - Holiday Parties

Events are customized from start to

e have ALL your sports action including
Football , golf & NASCAR. 2 pool tables & darts.

Choose one of 22 heers on tap!
We specialize in local and regional brews

_f Like us on Facebook for daily updates & specials

8 Mechanic St., Pawcatuck, CT e

wC.C. O’Brien’s

Irish Sports Cafe
Just over the Westerly, Rl & CT state line

Menu & hours on our website: www.ccobriens.com

Level Up your
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finish line to ensure a premium experience
is enjoyed by everyone involved. Catering
and bar options are also available! Our
corporate event planner is happy to
assist you in getting the process started
with a free, no obligation quote. Reach
out to sstrom@superchargedracing.com.

Take advantage of our Deals &
Discounts!

$10 Tuesday - Wild Wednesday -
Supertrack Thursday - $15 Friday

For more information go to our website,
superchargedracing.com.

Watch a
variety of Sports
on 22 TV’s

860-599-2034

Keady

to move?

FDIC

chelseagroton.com | 860-448-4200 | NMLS #402928
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NAIL TIME & SPA

Hi, I'm Frank, owner of Nail Time &
Spa Mystic. In the heart of our busy lives,
finding a moment of true relaxation is a
precious gift. From the moment you step
through our doors, welcoming greeting
and smiles from our team invite you to
unwind and be pampered. All you need
to do is to kick back and relax.

We believe that manicures and
pedicures are not just beauty treatments;
they are an essential form of self-care
to both men and women. That's why we
prioritize your well-being above all else.
Our salon is committed to the highest
standards of cleanliness and hygiene,
using hospital-grade sterilization for all
our tools and top-tier, quality polishes.
Whether you're looking for a nail
strengthen Dazzle Dry Manicure, long-
lasting Gel-X extension , a soothing
spa pedicure, or the latest trendy nail
art design, our skilled technicians are
dedicated to providing you with a precise,
luxurious, and safe experience.

But our focus goes beyond beautiful
nails. We strive to create a connection.
Our team takes the time to listen to
your vision, ensuring you leave not only
looking your best but feeling confident
and rejuvenated. We are passionate
about helping you express your personal
style, one nail at a time.

Thank you for considering Nail Time &
Spa as your beauty destination. We are
honored to be a part of your self-care
ritual and can't wait to welcome you. Book
your appointment today and discover
the perfect blend of art, wellness, and
unparalleled service.

3
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The Music Studio
www.themusicstudio.com
860-389-2589

Discover the Joy of Music at Our
New Niantic Location!

The Music Studio Mystic is thrilled
to announce the opening of our
brand-new location at 179 Flan-
ders Road in Niantic, Connecticut!
This modern, welcoming space
brings our award-winning music
education program closer to fam-
ilies throughout East Lyme, Water-
ford, Old Lyme, and surrounding
communities.

At The Music Studio, we believe
that music is for everyone — at
every age. Our professional in-
structors guide students from their
very first notes to advanced perfor-
mance levels, offering private les-
sons in piano, voice, guitar, violin,
and more. Whether your child is
just beginning their musical jour-
ney or you’re an adult rediscov-
ering your passion for music, we
provide a warm, encouraging en-
vironment that inspires growth and
confidence.

Join a community that celebrates
creativity, expression, and lifelong
learning. With flexible scheduling,
outstanding teachers, and a prov-
en curriculum, The Music Studio is
the region’s premier destination for
musical excellence.

Now enrolling for Fall and Winter
sessions at our Niantic studio!

Visit ~ www.themusicstudiomys-
tic.com or call (860) 389-2589 to
schedule your first lesson.

Make music for all your life — now
in Niantic!
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321 media
www.32onemedia.com
401-321-2838
321 Media is a community-fo-
cused digital media company
that bridges connections through
the power of storytelling and live

broadcasts.
At the heart of its mission is high
school sports coverage, where ev-

ery game becomes a chance to
bring families, friends, and fans to-
gether to celebrate local athletes.

Beyond sports, 321 Media shines
a spotlight on small businesses
and community organizations, cre-
ating engaging content that high-
lights the people and stories that
make each town unique.

By combining professional pro-
duction with authentic local voic-
es, 321 Media ensures that both
businesses and communities are
seen, heard, and supported. With
a growing reach across multiple
platforms, the company provides
opportunities for businesses to
gain visibility while delivering free,
accessible content for the public.
Whether it’s a Friday night football
game, a local entrepreneur’s story,
or coverage of a cherished com-
munity event, 321 Media is dedi-
cated to strengthening the bonds
that connect people and places.
Through creativity, collaboration,
and consistency, 321 Media has
become a trusted voice for local
storytelling and a hub where com-
munity thrives.

Waffle Pop Sweet Shop
www.wafflepopct.com
860-772-9020

Step into a world where life is
meant to be delicious! Located
in the heart of downtown Pawca-
tuck, Waffle Pop Sweet Shop is
a vibrant, family-friendly dessert
café serving gourmet waffle pops,
artisan gelato, nostalgic candy,
and hand-crafted treats that taste
as joyful as they look. With Insta-
gram-worthy spaces like The Royal
Room — featuring fuchsia couch-
es, royal blue velvet chairs, and a
glowing neon sign — and The Gar-
den Room — draped in wisteria
and lavender charm — every visit
is a feast for the senses.

Founded by Mama Emily, a proud
U.S. Army veteran and single mom,
Waffle Pop Sweet Shop was creat-
ed to spread happiness, connec-
tion, and community one waffle
at a time. Visitors love humming
along to the shop’s catchy signa-
ture song while browsing the retail
boutique, which features unique

NEW MEMBERS

gifts and sweet finds from other

U.S.-based small businesses — a
true celebration of local creativity
and collaboration.

Whether you’re joining a themed
event like “Breakfast with Santa,”
picking up a thoughtful gift, or
treating yourself to a fresh waffle
pop, you’ll leave with a full heart
and a happy belly. Follow @waf-
flepopct and see why everyone’s
singing, “Life is meant to be deli-
cious!”

J&B Pressure Washing
www.jbpressurewashing.services
860-984-1613

J&B Pressure Washing is a li-
censed and insured professional
company committed to deliver-
ing top-quality service to both

businesses and residents. Our
mission is simple: to serve every
customer with honesty, integrity,
and exceptional workmanship.
We understand the importance of
maintaining a clean and welcom-
ing exterior, and that’s why we
specialize in removing dirt, mold,
mildew, and grime from your home
or commercial property. Whether
you need your driveway, siding,
roof, patio, or storefront cleaned,
our experienced team uses pro-
fessional-grade equipment and
eco-friendly solutions to restore
your surfaces to like-new condi-
tion. From the moment you contact
us, we are dedicated to providing
a seamless experience, from a
prompt estimate to a thorough and
efficient cleaning. At J&B Pressure
Washing, we take pride in every
job we do, no matter the size. We
treat your property with the same
care and attention to detail as if it
were our own. Our goal is not just
to meet your expectations but to
exceed them, so that you’ll feel
confident calling on us again in
the future. When you choose J&B,
you’re choosing reliability, profes-
sionalism, and results you can see.
Let us earn your respect and future
business—one spotless surface at
atime.
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Mission Focus Legal Group
4 Fort Hill Road Groton, CT 06340
(860) 333-6455
www.mflgct.com

At Mission Focus Legal Group,
we provide strategic, results-driv-
en legal representation throughout
Connecticut. With over 15 years of
litigation experience and a proven
record of more than 1,500 suc-
cessful cases, our attorneys are
dedicated to advocating for clients
in the following areas:

® Personal Injury

e Criminal Defense

® Family Law & Divorce

o Military & UCMJ Matters

We are committed to delivering
clear, responsive communication,
thoughtful legal guidance, and ef-
fective advocacy in and out of the
courtroom. We proudly offer dis-
counted initial consultations for
veterans and first responders, and
in personal injury matters, clients
pay no legal fees unless we secure
compensation on their behalf.

We recognize that legal matters
can be complex and emotionally
taxing. Our mission is to support
and empower our clients by pro-
viding trusted legal counsel with
integrity, diligence, and unwavering
focus on achieving the best possi-
ble outcomes.

Let Mission Focus Legal Group
guide you forward—with confi-
dence, clarity, and commitment to
your success.
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Tapped Apple Cidery & Winery
37 High St, Westerly, R 02891
(401) 637-4946
www.tappedapple.com/

Tapped Apple Cidery & Winery,
located in downtown Westerly,
Rhode Island, has become a fa-
vorite destination for fans of craft

cider and apple-based wines. They
focus on small-batch, artisan cre-
ations crafted from local Rhode Is-
land apples.

At the tasting room, visitors can
enjoy flights and glasses of both
hard ciders and apple wines.
Their offerings include signature
ciders like First Bite (their flagship
off-dry cider), Blueberry Vanilla,
Brown Sugar Peach, Gravenstein
(all Rhode Worthy Award Winners),
and Crab Apple and seasonal se-
lections such as Cherry Lime and
Cranberry. Their wine menu fea-
tures interesting blends like Watch
Hill White (dry white table wine),
Cerise Noir (semi-sweet wine
made from apples and black cher-
ries) and Apple Pie (dessert wine).

Beyond tastings, the venue hosts
private events, from showers to
creative gatherings, and supports
local artists by rotating displays in
the space. They also offer a light a
la carte menu and allow guests to
bring in outside food to pair with
their cider and wine selections.

Overall, Tapped Apple Cidery &
Winery offers a charming, local
experience centered around ap-
ple-driven beverages with a com-
munity and event-friendly atmo-
sphere.

MORRONE | ELECTRIC

APPLIANCES

SINCE 1929

Morrone Electric
170 Main St.
Westerly, RI 02891
(401) 596-2102
morroneelectric.com

Since 1929, Morrone Electric has
been a trusted name in the Westerly
community, proudly serving Rhode
Island and Connecticut homeown-
ers for generations. Family-owned
and operated, Morrone Electric has
built its reputation on exceptional
service, product knowledge, and
lasting relationships with custom-
ers.

The store offers a wide selection
of major appliance brands, includ-
ing Bosch, Whirlpool, KitchenAid,
Frigidaire, and more. Whether
you’re updating your kitchen, re-
placing a washer and dryer, or se-
lecting appliances for a new home,
Morrone’s experienced team pro-
vides friendly, reliable guidance to
help you find the right fit for your
needs and budget.

As a proud member of the NECO
Alliance, a nationwide network of
more than 3,800 independent re-
tailers, Morrone Electric combines
small-town service with big-store
buying power, ensuring competi-
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tive pricing on every product.
Conveniently located in Westerly,
Morrone Electric continues to up-
hold its legacy of quality, value, and
hometown pride, serving the com-
munity for nearly 100 years.
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www.kidfriendlynewengland.com

Meet Crystal, the creator behind
Kid Friendly New England — your
go-to guide for discovering the
very best of New England through
a family-friendly lens.

As a mom of two, marketer, and
content creator, Crystal brings New
England to life by highlighting the
people, places, and experiences
that make the region so special for
families. From cozy farm festivals
and seaside escapes to charming
local shops and must-try eateries,
Kid Friendly New England curates
authentic, family-approved adven-
tures across all six states.

With an engaged community of
parents, travelers, and small busi-
ness owners, Crystal helps fam-
ilies uncover hidden gems while
offering local businesses a trusted
platform to connect with their ideal
audience. Whether you’re a busi-
ness owner hoping to reach family
travelers or a parent planning your
next weekend outing, Kid Friendly
New England makes it easy to find
inspiration, connection, and com-
munity across New England.

Follow along as Crystal shares
the stories that make our region
shine—and helps families create
memories that last a lifetime.

For collaborations or marketing
opportunities, reach out at kid-
friendlynewengland@gmail.com
or connect on Instagram @kid-
friendlynewengland. Crystal has
helped local businesses with grand
openings, event promotions, social
media growth, and community visi-
bility —and she can help your busi-

ness, too.
Rhode Island

400 East Ave.

Warwick, Rl 02886-1807
(401) 559-8566
The Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small
Businesses at the Community Col-
lege of Rhode Island invites local
small business owners to apply for
its upcoming cohort. With a curric-

Community College of

ulum designed by Babson College,
expert advisers and a supportive
network of peers, small-business
owners can gain practical skills
and develop an actionable 5-year
growth plan for their business, at
no-cost.

Now accepting applications from
businesses in Southeastern MA
and Eastern CT and all of Rhode
Island.

Applications accepted on a rolling
basis.

Once a week, starting February
18 - May 20.

INFO and REGISTRATION: www.
ccri.edu/10ksb

Phone: (401) 559-8566
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Tiderise Roofing Co.
860.381.1286
email: info@tideriseroofco.com
Tiderise Roof Co. - Crafted to Endure

Tiderise Roof Co. is Southeast-
ern Connecticut’s trusted name in
roofing, siding, window, and door
replacement. Locally owned and
operated by D.J. Berry, the compa-
ny was built on one simple promise
— to deliver craftsmanship that’s
crafted to endure.

Serving homeowners across Le-
dyard, Groton, Mystic, East Lyme,
and surrounding communities,
Tiderise provides expert roof re-
placements, repairs, and exterior
upgrades using top-quality materi-
als and precision installation. Every
project starts with a complimentary,
no-obligation estimate and a thor-
ough inspection to ensure lasting
performance and protection.

What sets Tiderise apart is its
commitment to transparency,
cleanliness, and care. From accu-
rate aerial measurements to thor-
ough site cleanup, the team treats
every home as if it were their own.
With honest communication and
dependable workmanship, Tiderise
Roof Co. has earned a reputation
for reliability and local pride.

Whether your home needs a roof
built to withstand New England
weather or a complete exterior
refresh, Tiderise Roof Co. is the
trusted partner for projects that
stand the test of time.

Learn more at www.tideris-
eroof.com — or call today at
860.381.1286 to schedule your free
consultation and see why Tiderise
is crafted to endure.

NEW MEMBERS

THAMES RIVER
__GALLERY
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THAMES RIVER GALLERY
Gallery Hours: M-F: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m,;
SAT: 10 a.m. -3 p.m.

239 Bank Street, New London, CT 06320
860-443-0344

The Thames River Gallery is New
London’s premier art gallery for
local, emerging, and established
artists since 2010. Anchoring the
city’s vibrant arts community, this
warm and inviting gallery proudly
displays over 500 unique pieces.
Themed exhibitions and perma-
nent collections include oil, acryl-
ic, watercolor, prints, photography,
sculpture, carvings, stained glass
and more. Owner John Johnson, a
local philanthropist icon, heads the
staff at this popular gallery, with
experienced and friendly curators
available for consultation, sourcing
art, and discussing consignment
opportunities.

Don’t miss the upcoming, must-
see holiday exhibition, “In the Spirit
of Giving”. In conjunction with this
display, the gallery will be collect-
ing for Operation Smile, a nation-
al charity. Operation Smile helps
those born with cleft lip and pro-
vides free operations to families in
need. There will be a soft opening
on November 29th, while a high-
light of this charming exhibit will be
on December 13th, when as part
of Santa’s Stroll downtown (and
along with esteemed neighbors the
NLMS and the NLCHS) the gallery
will be providing music, entertain-
ment, and holiday cheer as patrons
view this uplifting, winter and holi-
day- themed display. Gallery owner
Johnson is generously planning a
matching contribution for all mon-
ies raised for this important charity.
Don’t miss this magical experience
where you can also help families in
need. Come on in and see great art
in a welcoming atmosphere!

HBRA i
HOME BUILDERS & REMODELERS

ASSOCIATION OF THE
CONNECTICUT RIVER REGION

Address: Second Floor, 914 Hartford
Turnpike, Waterford, CT 06385
Phone: (860) 859-3518

The Home Builders & Remodel-
ers Association of the Connecticut

River Region (HBRA-CT River Re-
gion) represents the home building
and remodeling industry across
much of Connecticut, serving
members in New London, Middle-
sex, New Haven, Hartford, Tolland,
and Windham counties. Our region
covers a diverse and dynamic part
of the state where tradition, inno-
vation, and craftsmanship come
together to shape thriving commu-
nities.

Guided by the mission of Building
Homes, Enriching Communities,
Changing Lives, the HBRA pro-
motes housing affordability, ad-
vances industry knowledge, and
advocates for policies that support
responsible growth and innovation
in residential construction.

Our members include builders, re-
modelers, developers, architects,
suppliers, and trade professionals
who are dedicated to excellence,
professionalism, and ethical busi-
ness practices. Through education,
networking, marketing exposure,
and legislative advocacy, we help
members grow their businesses
and strengthen the industry as a
whole.

As part of the National Associ-
ation of Home Builders (NAHB),
HBRA-CT River Region connects
local professionals to a statewide
and national network of resources,
training, and support. Together, we
are building a stronger Connecti-
cut, one home and one community
at a time.
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(860) 281-1843
info@myperfectbliss.com
22 Bayview Ave. Ste 205
Stonington, CT 06378

Follow your senses to My Perfect
Bliss, where artisan craft meets
modern self-care and community
comes together beautifully. This
cozy, family-run studio handcrafts
candles, soaps, and lotions in
small batches using clean, organic,
sustainable ingredients that trans-
form simple routines into soothing
rituals.

Think silky lotions that melt into
your skin, soft botanical scents
that fill the air, and candles that turn
any room into a sanctuary. Each
product is created with care—no
harsh chemicals, just beautifully
balanced blends that nourish your
body and calm your mind.

Behind every creation is a hus-
band-and-wife team blending
modern design with soulful inten-
tion. Proudly woman-owned and
Black co-owned, they’ve built a

FALL 2025

space that celebrates ethics, art-
istry, and connection. With every
purchase, you help extend that
sense of home—supporting youth
aging out of the foster system with
safe housing and new beginnings.
Because self-care can create ripple
effects of good.

Come wander, breathe, and ex-
plore. Your perfect bliss awaits in-
side The Velvet Mill.

Mystic River Entertainment
www.mysticriverentertainment.com
860-245-9226

Worried about the planning and
execution of your wedding enter-
tainment? Is your guest experi-
ence incredibly important to you?
Is music and lighting a priority
in the overall design of your big
day? Mystic River Entertainment
is @ modern DJ entertainment and
lighting company for wedding and
private events. Owner and DJ Jeff
Erhart focuses not only in providing
high energy music that pleases all
ages, but to ensure he is the best
host for your wedding or event.

We strive to create a unique ex-
perience for you and your guests
with a classy, contemporary ap-
proach to our style, looks, and the
music. On the day of, it is our job
to enhance your wedding vision,
not take it away. Specially crafted
dance music edits and amazing
lighting will surely win your guests
over. Our couples have enjoyed
hosting one of the best parties
they’ll ever throw, their own wed-
ding. They love to dance all night
and be surrounded by their friends
and family. They want to create
memories that last a lifetime. For
these reasons, Mystic River En-
tertainment has been a number
one choice by couples throughout
Southeastern CT and beyond.
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The Joint Chiropractic Groton
www.thejoint.com
(860) 390-2583
967 Poquonnock Rd, Groton, CT 06340

Now open in Groton! The Joint
Chiropractic is redefining how peo-
ple experience chiropractic care—
making it easy, affordable, and
accessible for everyone. As part
of the nation’s largest chiropractic
network, we focus on helping our
community move better, feel bet-
ter, and live better through regular,
quality chiropractic adjustments.

For a limited time, we’re offering a
FREE first visit for all new patients,
including a consultation, exam, and
adjustment. Walk in anytime—no
insurance, no appointments, and
no hassle. Our licensed Doctors of
Chiropractic provide individualized,
evidence-based care designed to
relieve back, neck, or hip pain, im-
prove posture, spinal health, and
mobility, and support long-term
wellness.

The Joint Chiropractic Groton is
locally owned by a military family
and proud to serve the Groton and
New London communities. We’re
open evenings and weekends to
fit your busy schedule. Whether
you’re seeking relief, recovery, or
proactive wellness, we make rou-
tine chiropractic care simple, con-
venient, and part of your healthy
lifestyle.
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Fairy Dusted Travel
fairydustvacay.com
860.287.9938

Vacation Planner Amy Lasch
doesn’t simply book your trip then
say bon voyage. She works with
you every step of the way including
ongoing support if any issues arise
before or during travel. Amy han-
dles the research, compares op-
tions, makes phone calls, and even
sits on hold so her clients don’t have
to. Fairy Dusted Travel specializes
in ocean and river cruise vacations,
as well as customized getaways for
families, couples, groups, and solo
travelers. Amy thoughtfully curates
vacations inspired by her clients’
dreams, making sure every detalil
aligns with their interests, budget,
travel style, and any special re-
quirements. Through an affiliation
with Cruise Brothers in Warwick,
she is able to offer exclusive deals
and perks. Amy works with clients
by phone, text, email, or in person
locally. She especially enjoys help-
ing first-time cruisers navigate the
many choices, details, and dead-
lines that come with planning a
cruise. Fairy Dusted Travel does
not charge a fee for services, and
Amy is always happy to take a look
at existing quotes to see if she can
beat the price and/or offer perks.
All travel details will be included in
one itinerary that can be accessed
via an app or online, or print.

THESUN

Your trusted news source

for more than 125 years.
Stant your olay with it!

WETRLy

Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce | D77

More local coverage means more content that's meaningful to you.
News that affects your life. Stories that hit home.
The Most Local News covering your town every day
More Local Sports stories, photos and results
Front Porch News profiling your neighbors every Monday
Local Opinions with editorial pages seven days a week
It's content that moves you, at home and on the go.

WESTERLy

THESUN

thewesterlysun' com

l | Nmedia
group
The Westerly Sun | thewesterlysun.com | Mystic River Press | The Express

100 Main Street | Westerly, Rhode Island
02891 | 401.348.1000

MEDIA THAT MOVES >>
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Motwate your team WIIII
McQuade’s Pickup Gatering PICKUP CATERING.

At McQuade’s Marketplace we offer the convenience of online or in-store ordering combined has dle||C|ous ch0|ces.for every
with from scratch cooking. We are the perfect partner for all your busniess meeting needs. occasion. We offer entire meals,

We are here for you every step of the way to make sure your office staff is successful and entrees, appetizers, salads,

motivated. Our goal is to exceed your expectations and to make sure your experience sides and desserts.
is nothing short of outstanding.

% Fruit/ Vegetable Trays < Sandwich Platters < Deli Platters

¢ Plated Meals & Stations < Hor’s Devours < Bakery ltems ._)//,{ /
Order in-store at the deli or online i/h? 4

ShopMcquadesMarket.com

106 Main Street, Westerly, RI 02891
Tel: 401.596.2054

14 Clara Drive, Mystic, CT. 06355
Tel: 860-536-2054




