Statement to the Westerly Town Council     5/17/21
Before proceeding may I ask all the members of the Town Council if they received a copy of my May 11, 2021 Email? 
When I sent the May 11, 2021 Email to the Town Council, I did so with the understanding that the town had been fined by the R.I. AG’s Office for violating the Access to Public Records Act (APRA). Subsequently, on Thursday, May 13, 2021 I learned by Email from the AG’s Office that, “…this Office has been communicating directly with Town of Westerly Solicitor, William J. Conley, Jr., Esquire, in an attempt to reach an agreement regarding civil fines and remedial measures related to the violations found in PR 21-05 without the need for filing a lawsuit.” It is this continuing discussion between the Town Solicitor and the AG’s Office and the obvious conflict of interest that I wish to address this evening during the Public Comment portion of the Workshop Session. However, before doing so I am taking this opportunity to clarify a point. In its correspondence the AG’s Office continually refers to the Town and not Town Officials or individuals Re: the APRA violation. The Town, per se, did not commit the APRA violation. Persons, in this case Town Officials, committed the APRA violation. 
The AG’s Email of May 13, 2021 makes two points clear. First, there was an APRA violation. Second, because of the violation penalties will be assessed. It is my contention that the Westerly taxpayers should not be made liable for the cost of civil fines because of the APRA violation. Rather, the civil fines should be paid by the Town Officials responsible for violating the APRA. The AG’s eight (8) page report, issued on March 23, 2021, makes two details abundantly clear. First, the APRA violation was not an accident or the result of an error. Second, the violation is the result of knowingly and willfully, or recklessly malicious conduct on the part of, not the Town but, the Town Solicitor et al. In his role as Town Solicitor and his unquestionable part in the APRA violation Attorney Conley has no business negotiating fines and remedial measures with the AG’s Office. Faced with this situation the Town Council should have been asking itself, is Attorney Conley representing, himself or the town? It was irresponsible for the Town Council to allow Attorney Conley to negotiate a settlement agreement with the AG’s Office in the first place. To allow Attorney Conley to continue to negotiate with the AG’s office is egregious. The AG’s Office has made it clear that, “…how the Town resolves the issue of fines or other remedial measures internally is not within our purview.” Accordingly, the AG’s Office now finds itself in the unenviable position of having to negotiate with the APRA violator that its own report has identified. By its actions, or lack thereof, the Town Council gives new meaning to the term willful blindness. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As previously mentioned in my May 11, 2021 Email to the Town Council, Article V, Sec. 34-13 of the Town Ordinances states that, “…The Town Council shall not indemnify any such employee, official or member for any misstatement, error, act, omission, or neglect if the same resulted from willful, wonton or malicious conduct on the part of such employee, official or member.” By allowing this absurdity to continue the Town Council ensures that the APRA violators will not be penalized while the Westerly taxpayers are penalized by incurring the cost of the civil fine. 
It is requested that these written comments be made part of the minutes of this meeting. 

Jim Angelo
20 Rock Ridge Rd.
Westerly, RI 02891

