
For many of  us this year, Christmas morn-
ing may look a little different.

The gatherings we’re used to may be a lit-
tle smaller. The presents under the tree, a lit-
tle fewer. And we might decide to stay home 
and stay safe instead of  venturing out to a 
church service celebrating one of  the most 
holy days in the Christian religion.

But the message of  hope prevails. Read on 
for Christmas messages from church leaders 
from around the Midvalley and Upvalley.

Purity, innocence and peace

It was something that was quite unex-
pected. The shepherds were out on a night, 
just a night like any other night. It was 
probably cold. They were probably under 
the stars, just watching their sheep. But 
something extraordinary happened — the 
Angel of  the Lord appeared to them and 
gave them these glad tidings, this good 
news that a Savior is born. He is Christ the 
Lord. You will find a baby in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger, in a feeding 
trough for animals. And this is why that 
night was so unusual.

The Lord, from the very beginning, is 
showing the world that He has a different 
way of  doing things. His wisdom is not the 
wisdom of  the world, and it is something 
that we have to learn. We learn it by look-
ing at His life, as well as listening to His 
words, and seeing how He lived, the exam-
ple that He gave us. And we can also learn a 
little something about the mystery of  this 
feast from the Angels. This must have been 
really incredible to see. We can’t even imag-
ine what that must have been like — not 
only did the one Angel show up, but as soon 
as the announcement was made, a multi-
tude of  Heavenly Angels began to sing the 
praise of  God right before the shepherds. 
The Angels knew what was going on.

The Angels had to burst into song: “Glo-

ry to God in the highest.” They were privy 
to this mystery and God allowed the Heav-
ens to open for a little bit so that a few peo-
ple on earth could see what a great thing 
was happening before their eyes — some-
thing that would forever change the histo-
ry of  the world.

Now, when we are faced with these great 
mysteries and the holiness and glory of  
God, we may fear to approach Him. We 
have suffered so much this year in our 
lives and we may be carrying a lot of  
anger, bitterness or some other kind of  
negative energy that we are stuck with. 
But the image of  the baby in the manger 
should help us with our healing of  those 
negative energies that might be in us. 
Because it’s pretty hard to stay mad when 
you are looking at a little baby sleeping — 
that picture of  purity, innocence and 
peace — and God is inviting us to come 
and be with His Son.

I wish all of  you a blessed Christmas and 
pray that the joy of  this feast will fill your 
hearts with thankfulness to God for the 
love that he gives us in the birth of  his Son 
into our world. God has given the gift of  the 
very best, so now take him, open him and 
live with him. Christ is Born!

—The Rev. Nestor Iwasiw, Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Olyphant

You will be saved

Each year, the Christmas celebration 
recall the events described in the gospels 
written by Luke and Matthew. The texts cen-
ter on the village of  Bethlehem which today 
is located in the Palestinian occupied region 
of  Israel. In that village, a basilica (church) 
stands over the place where the Nativity of  
our Lord, the Birth of  Jesus Christ, took 
place according to the ancient tradition of  
the Church.

Today, for anyone visiting this shrine, 
whether as a pilgrim on a journey of  faith 
or as a tourist just there to see the sights, 
one must pass through a low and narrow 
door that is just under 4 feet high. The 
space is so small that almost everyone 
must stoop down to pass through. It’s as if, 
whether one has faith in what is pro-
claimed here or not, everyone must bend 
down or bow to enter the traditional place 
marking the birth of  Jesus. It is said that 
this door was deliberately made so about 
500 years ago to make it difficult for loot-
ers driving their carts into the area.

As one visits the place of  Jesus’ birth, 
everyone, knowingly or not, bends low in 

recognition. It’s as if  the very gesture 
acknowledges the witness of  the scrip-
tures: “In the beginning was the Word and 
the Word was with God and the Word was 
God ... and the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us ... For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through 
him ... If  you confess with your lips that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved ... that at the name of  Jesus, every 
knee should bend and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord.”
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