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Who made boys swimming all-region team?

Can you identify these common health myths?
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BY ROBERT TOMKAVAGE

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — The loos-
ening of  some state-mandat-
ed COVID-19 restrictions was 
clear Sunday afternoon as 
Joshua Mast hustled in and 
out of  the kitchen at Posh.

Mast, co-owner of  the res-
taurant on North Washing-
ton Avenue, admitted mov-
ing from 50% to 75% capacity 
was helpful, but noted sales 
were still lagging behind on 
Easter.

“It’s a good thing, but even 
though we’re busy we’re still 
not at full capacity,” he said. 
“Normally, we’d serve about 
300 people today and we’re at 
about 150. Even though we’re 
at 75%, we’re still only at 50% 
of  our business.”

As of  Sunday, restaurants 
were allowed to resume bar 
service and serve alcohol 
without food. The curfew for 

BY SARAH ANNE HUGHES 

SPOTLIGHT PA

New Jersey. New York. Virginia.
One by one, Pennsylvania’s 

neighbors are moving to legalize 
recreational cannabis for adults. 
There’s majority support for doing 
the same thing here: A March poll 
from Franklin & Marshall College 
showed 59% support among regis-

tered voters for legalization.
And after years of  saying he 

wouldn’t endorse such a move, Gov. 
Tom Wolf  changed his position in 
2019 and has committed to signing a 
bill if  it reaches his desk.

But in order for that to happen, 
the idea would need to gain back-
ing among the Republican lawmak-
ers who control both the state 

House and Senate.
House Speaker Bryan Cutler, 

R-Lancaster, opposed medical canna-
bis when it passed in 2016 and said in 
2019 that legalization wasn’t the 
“right move in helping the thousands 
of  Pennsylvanians who are battling 
drug addiction.”

LOOSENING UP A BIT MORE

As state restrictions on occupancy  
and alcohol lift, restaurants gain a 

greater capacity to serve. Businesses 
such as gyms welcome the new rules, 
hoping to entice members to return.
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Posh was busy for lunch on Easter. The restaurant on North Washington Avenue moved to 75% capacity Sunday.
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Gerry Matatics of Scranton works out at Planet 

Fitness in Green Ridge on Easter. Occupancy for busi-

nesses such as gyms also increased Sunday to 75%.

Where does Pa. stand 
on recreational use?
Cannabis legalization needs GOP backing to succeed

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

Heather Randazzo, a grow employee at 

Compassionate Care Foundation’s medical 

marijuana dispensary, trims leaves off mari-

juana plants in the company’s grow house in 

Egg Harbor Twp., N.J., in 2019.

BY JIM LOCKWOOD

STAFF WRITER

Scranton has trains, trol-
leys, parks, hiking trails and 
a ski resort  and now may get 
a campground as its newest 
attraction.

A New York man proposes 
to put a campground on 197 
acres of  mountainous land in 
the northernmost part of  the 
city, off  of  Morgan Highway.

Lourival Chiarentin of  
New Rochelle, New York, 

bought the land in January.
A hair stylist, he envisions 

a change in career to owning 
and operating a “glamping”-
style campground on the 
mountain tract. The site is 
s i tuated between Bob 

Fiegleman’s Morgan High-
way Auto Parts & Recycling 
business and Lahey Family 
Fun Park, and extends to 
Route 11, where that road 

Campground proposed on mountainous 
tract in Scranton, off Morgan Highway
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■ Name: Copacabana

■ 80 campsites, 10

cabins, 15 RV sites

■ Indoor/outdoor common

space for events

■ Bathhouse, bathrooms,

office and homesite
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BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

Four years after adopting a new meth-
od for replacing a failing heart valve, 
Regional Hospital of  Scranton’s surgical 
team has gotten pretty good at it.

The hospital’s team earned American 
College of  Cardiology certification for 
transcatheter aortic valve replacement.

Dr. Nishant Sethi, who directs the valve 
replacement program, said the standards 
for earning the certification are rigorous. 
They include adopting and following best 
practices and producing good outcomes.

The nationwide mortality rate for valve 
replacement was 2.2% between January 
2015 and March 2018, according to the 
Journal of  the American College of  Car-
diology: Cardiovascular Interventions, a 
peer-reviewed journal. 

Regional’s is less than 1%, Dr. Sethi 
said.

“When you look at outcomes, our pro-
gram has been in the top 10th percentile 
of  the country,” Dr. Sethi said.

Since the first procedure in December 
2016, Regional has performed more than 
400, hospital spokeswoman Annmarie 
Poslock said.

Sethi said Regional officials, led by Dr. 

Cardiology 
group rates 
hospital heart 
procedure  
as top notch
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A staff member at the Heart and 

Vascular Institute at Regional 

Hospital of Scranton holds a trans-

catheter aortic valve.

removing alcoholic drinks 
from tables was also lifted.

Mast said the lifting of  
each restriction benefits the 
restaurant.

“It helps a little bit more 
and more,” he said.

Connor Sullivan, 18, of  
Scranton, knows firsthand 
the importance of  restau-
rants being able to reopen 
their bar areas.

“I work at Bar Pazzo and I 
haven’t been able to barback 
at all,” he said.

Sullivan also enjoyed hear-
ing the constant chatter 
throughout the dining room 
at Posh while having brunch.

“It’s louder in here and it 
feels more normal,” he said.

Patrick Nasser, co-owner 
of  Backyard Ale House on 
Linden Street, was glad to see 
the capacity increase, but is 
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Raise worth trouble?
Is there a way to inquire about 

getting a raise without getting 

into trouble? Hear what the 

experts say. C1


