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Long-term COVID-19 case and 
death totals declined sharply for the 
third week in a row, an analysis of  the 
latest state Department of  Health data 
shows.

As of  Friday, the number of  cas-
es in the previous two weeks 
declined to 31,917 statewide, a 
25.5% drop since a week earlier, 
and to 2,381 in the seven-county 
Northeast Pennsylvania region, a 
29.9% decline. 

The two-week count of  deaths 
dropped by 9% statewide to 506 and by 
10.5% regionally to 34. 

The Department of  Health’s latest 
single-day numbers Friday showed 
the state recording 1,643 cases, which 
increased the total to 1,182,922, and 
another 27 deaths, raising the death 
toll to 26,724. 

The numbers included 148 new cas-
es and one death in the region, which 
has seen 76,223 cases and 1,821 deaths. 

By county:
Lackawanna added 19 cases for 

18,145 total, including 2,802 probable, 
and remained at 465 deaths.

Luzerne added 59 cases for 31,242 
total, including 2,495 probable, and 
remained at 802 deaths.

Monroe added 40 cases for 14,461 

total, including 437 probable, and 
remained at 308 deaths.

Pike added 11 cases for 3,907 total, 
including 405 probable, and remained 
at 54 deaths.

Susquehanna added five cases for 
2,564 total, including 321 probable, and 
remained at 62 deaths.

Wayne added eight cases for 4,013 
total, including 414 probable, and 
remained at 80 deaths.

Wyoming added six cases for 1,891 
total, including 332 probable. One new 
death raised the total to 50. 

Contact the writer: 
bkrawczeniuk@timesshamrock.com; 
570-348-9147; @BorysBlogTT on Twitter.
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Covington Twp. auditors 
are urging supervisors to 
more closely document 
employees’ use of  personal 
days after discovering for-
mer Supervisor Chairman 
Thomas Yerke was overpaid 
for three sick days that were 
included in a lump-sum pay-
ment of  unused time.

Yerke, who retired in 
December, collected $6,613 in 
January for unused time he 
accumulated in the 20 years 
he worked in the township’s 
Department of  Public Works. 
The payout included about 
$680 he was already paid for 
sick days he used in March 
2020, said Bill Wilson, one of  
the township’s three elected 
auditors.

Wilson and fellow auditors 
Jeanne DeSandis and Vicki 
Williams also raised con-
cerns about a lack of  docu-
mentation to support a 
$15,381 payout of  unused per-
sonal days to former secre-
tary/treasurer Kate Tierney, 
who retired in June after 27 
years. Tierney was a salaried 
employee so she did not 
punch a clock. The payout 
was based on records she 
kept, Wilson said.

Yerke acknowledged he 
was overpaid because Tier-
ney inadvertently failed to 
deduct the time when she 
served as secretary. He said 
he plans to repay the money 
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A report Thursday of  
domestic violence in Carbon-
dale led city officers to the dis-
covery of  more than 3 pounds 
of  marijuana at a Wyoming 
Street address, along with 
equipment used to grow it, a 
criminal complaint said.

Police arrested Christo-
pher Smith, 47, 104 Wyoming 
St., Carbondale, and Carolyn 
Lomerson, 40, 99 Terrace St., 
Carbondale, for possession of  
a controlled substance, posses-
sion with intent to deliver and 
possession of  drug parapher-
nalia. Smith is also charged 
with simple assault and 
harassment because Lomer-
son, his girlfriend, accused 
him of  pushing her down the 
stairs.

According to a probable 
cause affidavit filed by Officer 
Brittany Mang, police respond-

ed to Smith’s residence shortly 
after noon Thursday to investi-
gate a report of  assault. 

Lomerson told the police 
she and Smith used metham-
phetamine and marijuana the 
night before and they had been 
arguing all day. She said Smith 
took her purse so she could not 
leave and pushed her down the 
stairs, which Smith denied.

Mang asked Smith where 
the rest of  the methamphet-
amine was and Smith took the 
officer upstairs to a pool table, 
where he said it had been until 
Lomerson knocked it off  and 
he lost track of  where it went.

Mang noticed several large 
Mason jars with marijuana in 
them as well as a plastic jar 
with marijuana seeds. Smith 
told the officer she needed a 
search warrant.

Lomerson told Mang she 
knew about the marijuana and 
knows Smith grows it, accord-

ing to the affidavit. Police 
detained them both and Mang 
got a search warrant.

The marijuana seized 
weighed about 3.6 pounds, 
police charged. Much of  what 
they found was composed of  
leaves and stems, but it includ-
ed 626 grams, or 22 ounces, of  
marijuana bud. Police also 
found heating, lighting and 
dehydration equipment, along 
with a portable greenhouse.

Both were jailed at the Lack-
awanna County Prison in lieu 
of  bail set by Magisterial Dis-
trict Judge Paul Keeler — 
$25,000 for Smith and $15,000 
for Lomerson. Both are sched-
uled for a preliminary hearing 
May 27.

Contact the writer:  
jkohut@timesshamrock.com; 
570-348-9100, x5187; 
@jkohutTT on Twitter.
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Ryan Hnat took a can of  spray 
paint to an old bridge abutment 
along the Lackawanna River Heri-
tage Trail in Carbondale, bringing 
new life to a piece of  local history.

Through a partnership with Val-
ley in Motion, the Northeast Art 
Project founder recently began 
working on a mural with three other 
artists at the John Street trailhead as 
a tribute to the city’s booming 
anthracite mining and railroad days.

The mural committee sought 
the public’s input to plan the proj-
ect, which Hnat, Eric Bussart, 

Jimmy Lowe and Zach Yahn 
intend to finish in time for a June 
5 grand opening. The event begins 
at 10 a.m. and is open to the public.

“We talked about big ideas,” 
Hnat said. “How can we instill com-
munity pride? How can we beauti-
fy the area and try to hold the past 
and the traditions of  Carbondale 
with something that’s modern?”

The New York, Ontario and 
Western Railway used the bridge 
to pass over downtown Carbon-
dale, said Valley in Motion Presi-
dent Gus Fahey.

Domestic call leads 
to two drug arrests

SMITH LOMERSON

Township 
auditors: 
Employee 
oversight 
lacking

Long-term COVID-19 trends look good
City Hall to reopen; 
council to resume

Scranton City Hall will re-

open to the public Monday 

and city council will resume in-

person meetings May 25, the 

city announced Friday.

The city moved up the re-

opening two weeks, citing a 

federal decision Thursday to 

allow fully vaccinated people 

to stop wearing masks.

The city will allow fully vac-

cinated employees to remove 

masks in their offices and 

meeting rooms, but will re-

quire them in public areas 

such as hallways, bathrooms, 

indoor recreation facilities, of-

fices the public visits like the 

treasurer’s office, and public 

meetings of city council and 

other city government panels.

Test site changing 

Wayne Memorial Hospital 

will move its COVID-19 test-

ing site as of June 1 to the 

Stourbridge Professional Com-

plex, Route 6 and Maple Av-

enue, Honesdale. The site will 

remain at the Wayne County 

Fairgrounds until then.

The hospital’s Forest City 

laboratory in the Forest 

City Family Health Center 

on Dundaff Street will re-

open Monday with hours of 

6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For information, visit the CO-

VID-19 page at wmh.org.

Cases, deaths continue to fall statewide, regionally

Mural being painted along Carbondale’s 
stretch of Lackawanna River Heritage Trail 

pays tribute to city’s past, points toward future.
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Artist Ryan Hnat stands in front of his spray-paint mural on the Lackawanna River Heritage Trail in Carbondale on Thursday.
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Ryan Hnat signs his name Thursday on his mural along the 

Lackawanna River Heritage Trail in Carbondale.

Covington’s 
overpayment to 
retired supervisor 
develops into a 
political issue.

Please see COVINGTON, Page A9

THAT PIONEERING SPIRIT

Please see MURAL, Page A9

570-346-4641

1-800-MINOOKA

www.minookasubaru.com
HOURS: MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M.

FRIDAY 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. SATURDAY 9:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M. • CLOSED SUNDAY

The 2021 Subaru Outback received the highest possible safety rating from IIHS.

Your local Subaru dealer.
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