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WHAT TEAM SAYS ABOUT TRUBISKY’S LEADERSHIP

Pittsburgh Steelers name starting  
QB for Week 1 game in Cincinnati B1 

BY JIM LOCKWOOD

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — In the city, shade trees, historical 
architecture, recreation, parking, housing, planning, 
zoning, civil service, libraries and ethics all have one 
thing in common: volunteer board members.

The city has 14 authorities, boards and commis-
sions, each with varied numbers of  members serv-
ing terms of  certain lengths.

Vacancies inevita-
bly arise. Some mem-
bers step aside as 
their terms end or are 
not reappointed.

To encourage citi-
zens to consider serv-
ing on a board and 
build a pool of  appli-
cants, the city created 
an online application 
on the city website, 
s c r a n t o n p a . g o v /
apply/boards.

“This new tool will 
help us reach resi-
dents all across Scran-
ton who want to be 
more involved and 
contribute their time 
and talents to the 
city,” Mayor Paige 
Gebhardt Cognetti 
said.

Scranton launches 

online tool to help 

fill seats on boards 

and commissions

BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, 

AUTHORITIES INCLUDE:

Civil Service Commission

Ethics Board

Historical Architecture 
Review Board

Housing Board of Appeals

Municipal Recreation  
Authority

Planning Commission

Scranton Housing Authority

Scranton Human Relations 
Commission

Scranton Parking Authority

Scranton Public Library 
Authority

Scranton Redevelopment 
Authority

Scranton Sewer Authority

Shade Tree Commission

Zoning Hearing Board
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Joe Krzywicki of Wilkes-Barre picked up UNICO porketta sandwiches Monday during La Festa Italiana’s last day.

BY FRANK WILKES LESNEFSKY

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — Chelsea Bertocki darted 
from customer to customer Monday, boxing 
up slices of  pizza as unrelenting rain battered 
her family’s tent at La Festa Italiana.

Though crowds were smaller than usual 
due to Monday’s weather, fans of  Italian fare 
grabbed umbrellas and donned raincoats to 
get their last fix of  pizza, porketta and cannoli 
on the festival’s final day.

Stopping to talk during brief  lulls in cus-
tomers, Bertocki, the daughter of  the owner 
of  Colarusso’s in Dunmore, Clarks Summit 
and Minooka, said they had a very good year 
at La Festa, with their double-crust white 
being the top seller.

“Any business is important to us,” she said, 
thanking La Festa organizers for the annual 
event.

Organizers initially contemplated shutting 
down La Festa early Monday afternoon due to 
the weather, but after consulting with some 
key vendors who still had inventory, they 
decided to remain open until 5 p.m., though 
they canceled the live entertainment for the 
day, said Chris DiMattio, the festival’s presi-
dent and chairman. Some vendors decided to 
leave early, while others stayed open, he said.

Despite the rain, they had a steady flow of  
people Monday, he said.

La Festa’s rain-dampened final day came 
after they had potentially their biggest Friday 
night turnout yet, DiMattio said. He attribut-
ed the crowds to the 70 or so vendors, the loca-
tion on Lackawanna County Courthouse 
Square and the free entertainment. JAKE DANNA STEVENS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

La Festa committee member Mark Ephault of Roaring Brook Twp. 

takes down a banner Monday during the last day of La Festa Italiana.

BY TOM MURPHY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

States around the country are mak-
ing it easier for new moms to keep Med-
icaid in the year after childbirth, a time 
when depression and other health prob-
lems can develop.

But tight government budgets and 
the program’s low reimbursement may 
ultimately limit this push or make it 
hard for women with extended cover-
age to find doctors.

“A lot of  things have changed since 
the pandemic,” said Venessa Aiken, a 
new mom in Orlando, Florida. “A lot of  
places no longer take Medicaid or if  

they do, you have to wait like two 
months before you can be seen.”

Many women enroll in government-
funded Medicaid health insurance 
when they become pregnant, because 
qualifying income levels are higher 
than for women who aren’t pregnant. 
The federal government requires states 
to maintain that coverage for 60 days 
postpartum, or after the baby arrives. 
After that, moms in many states lose 
the coverage unless their income levels 
are extremely low.

Since the spring, 23 states and Wash-
ington, D.C., have said they will extend 
that coverage for a full year postpartum. 
Pennsylvania is one of  the states that 
implemented the 12-month extension. 
Several more states are planning to do so.

These extensions will start helping 

As Medicaid extensions for new moms 
grow they may also run into limitations
Some states have extended 
coverage for a full year 
postpartum. See where 
Pennsylvania stands.

JOHN RAOUX / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Venessa Aiken holds her son, Jahzir 

Robinson, 5 weeks old, outside 

their Orlando, Fla., home Aug. 21.
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BY FRANK WILKES LESNEFSKY

STAFF WRITER

Leaders of  Scranton and Dunmore want Gov. Tom 
Wolf’s scrutiny as the state Department of  Environ-
mental Protection considers a request from the Key-
stone Sanitary Landfill to discharge treated leachate 
into a Lackawanna River tributary.

In a letter dated Tuesday and signed 
by Scranton Mayor Paige Gebhardt Cog-
netti, Dunmore Mayor Max Conway and 
every member of  both Scranton city and 
Dunmore borough councils, officials 
urge Wolf  to carefully review an applica-
tion by the Louis and Dominick DeNa-
ples-owned landfill in Dunmore and 
Throop. The letter also asks for clarity 
on aspects of  the proposal and notes pre-
vious leachate issues at the landfill.

The landfill submitted a major permit 
modification application Feb. 18 seeking 
approval to treat leachate to a higher 
degree on site and discharge up to 200,000 
gallons per day into Little Roaring Brook just off  of  
East Drinker Street — enough to fill two Olympic-sized 
pools in just under a week. The landfill currently pre-
treats its leachate and pipes it to Pennsylvania Ameri-
can Water’s Scranton wastewater treatment plant.

The landfill initially sought to discharge treated 
leachate into Eddy Creek and Little Roaring Brook 
in December 2019 but removed Eddy Creek. Leach-
ate is liquid that percolates through garbage piles.

Officials 
bring 
landfill 
request  
to Wolf
Governor is asked to 
review discharge plan 
for treated leachate

READ 

LETTER

To view  
a copy of 
officials’ 
letter,  
go to  
thetimes-

tribune.

com.

It’s a thing of beauty
If you recently splurged on beauty 
products, you may have helped to 
prove a long-held economic theory 
known as the “lipstick index.” C1

LA FESTA’S  

LAST DAY  

NOT ITS BEST
Rain dampened streets but not spirits,  
as vendors decided to stick it out through 
the downpour rather than shut down early.
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