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BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

Reversing his long-held opposition 
to most abortions, U.S. Sen. Bob 
Casey said Tuesday he will back a bill 
legalizing abortion nationwide if  one 
comes up for a vote.

Counted for years among the few 
congressional Democrats considered 
anti-abortion, Casey said in a state-
ment he would vote Wednesday to 
allow debate on the Women’s Health 
Protection Act, the Democratic bill 
meant to turn the 1973 Roe v. Wade 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling legalizing 
abortion into a federal law.

Casey voted in February for debate 
on a similarly named, House-passed 
bill that failed in the Senate, but said 
nothing about supporting the bill.

On Tuesday, Casey said he will vote 
to allow debate on the Senate version 
and “will support the bill if  there is a 
vote on final passage in the future.” A 
vote on the actual bill remains unlike-
ly because Republicans can still block 
a bill vote.

By supporting the bill, Casey not 
only reversed himself, but also chal-
lenged the legacy of  his late father, 
Gov. Robert P. Casey Sr., a staunch 
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PENDING COURT DECISION DIALS UP PRESSURE

A test vote Wednesday in the Senate on a Democratic 
bill to protect access to abortions is expected to fail, 
blocked by a Republican-led filibuster. See why the 
narrowly split Congress is limited in its ability to save or 
end the Roe v. Wade protections. Nation&World, A6

U.S. Sen. 
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P. Casey, 
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abortion, 
signing leg-
islation that 
spawned 
another 
landmark 
court case, 
Planned 
Parenthood 
v. Casey.

BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — Alisha Hoffman-
Mirilovich suffered two miscarriages 
as she tried to have a baby six years 
ago.

Both required abortions.
“It was something that I needed to 

discuss with my medical doctor. It’s 
something that needed to happen. 
And it was private to me and my fam-
ily,” Hoffman-Mirilovich, executive 
director of  Action Together NEPA, 
said during a Tuesday afternoon 
news conference on Lackawanna 
County Courthouse Square featuring 
abortion rights advocates. “While my 
situation was in the pursuit of  having 
a family, abortion is indeed health 
care. ... I don’t think, and I strongly do 
not believe, that legislators and judg-
es have any right to make the deci-
sions that I had to make.”

Organized by the state Democratic 
Party, the news conference included 
women who expressed that only a 
Democratic governor can block 
Republican legislators who control 

Women stand up 
for abortion rights 
policies, candidates
Elected officials and advocates gather 
to share stories and show support.
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Holocaust survivor Lois Flamholz, 94, of Monroe Twp., N.J., tells her story Tuesday to high school students at 

the 34th annual Teen Symposium on the Holocaust at the Hilton Scranton and Conference Center in Scranton.

BY JIM LOCKWOOD

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — Sent with family 
members to Auschwitz by Nazis dur-
ing World War II, Lois Flamholz 
learned the inhuman fate of  her moth-
er in a cruel way.

Flamholz, then 16, and others were 
separated from their family members 
upon arrival at the concentration 
camp. When they asked to see their 
mothers, an overseer told them to look 
at smoke rising from a chimney, the 
94-year-old Holocaust survivor told 
area high school students Tuesday.

She recalled the overseer saying, 
“ ‘Oh, you want to see your mother? 
You see the smoke over there? That’s 
where your mother is.’ That’s how we 
found out about the crematorium, 
because you can see the smoke coming 
out of  the big chimneys.”

Several other Holocaust survivors, 
including Peter Stern, who was liber-
ated from Bergen-Belsen camp in 1945, 
also told their stories during the 34th 
annual Teen Symposium on the Holo-
caust held at the Hilton Scranton and 
Conference Center.

HOLOCAUST MEMORIES 

PAINFUL BUT IMPORTANT
High school students hear 
survivors’ stories firsthand 
during annual symposium.
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Above, former Mayor 

Jim Connors, left, 

speaks Tuesday with 

Holocaust survivor 

Peter Stern at the 

34th annual Teen 
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Holocaust at the 

Hilton Scranton and 

Conference Center  

in Scranton. Left,  

Lois Flamholz, 94,  

of Monroe Twp., N.J.
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BY RONI CARYN RABIN  

AND TIM ARANGO

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Gun deaths reached the 
highest number ever record-
ed in the United States in 
2020, the first year of  the pan-
demic, as gun-related homi-
cides surged by 35%, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention reported Tuesday.

“ T h i s  i s  a  h i s t o r i c 

increase, with the rate hav-
ing reached the highest level 
in over 25 years,” Dr. Debra 
E. Houry, acting principal 
deputy director of  the CDC 
and the director of  the 
National Center for Injury 
Prevention and Control, said 
at a news briefing.

More than 45,000 Ameri-
cans died in gun-related inci-
dents as the pandemic spread 
in the United States, the high-
est number on record, federal 
data show. The gun homicide 
rate was the highest reported 
since 1994.

That represents the largest 
one-year increase in modern 
history, according to Ari 
Davis, a policy adviser at the 
Johns Hopkins Center for 
Gun Violence Solutions, 
which recently released its 
own analysis of  CDC data.

Cities from coast to coast 
have seen bloody episodes of  
gun violence since the pan-
demic began, but the new 
report is official confirma-
tion of  something that many 
Americans had already 
sensed: Amid the stress and 
upheaval, citizens turned to 

guns in numbers rarely seen.
The new numbers reveal 

not only startling increases 
in the rates of  gun homicide, 
but also document “widened 
disparities” that existed even 
before the pandemic began, 
the CDC said.

Homicides involving fire-
arms were generally highest, 
and showed the largest 
increases, in poor communi-
ties, and exacted a dispropor-
tionate toll on younger Black 
men in particular. Deaths of  

‘Historic increase’ in U.S. gun deaths 
recorded in year pandemic took hold
Federal officials 
and experts unsure 
what caused surge.
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“There’s no 
more impor-
tant thing 
that we need 
to do than to 
make sure 
that we elect 
the leader-
ship at the 
state, local 
and federal 
level, going 
into this 
year and all 
years, that 
will protect 
a woman’s 
right to 
choose.”

Sixers slip in Game 5
Does the Philadelphia team still 
have a chance to make it to the 
Eastern Conference finals after 
Tuesday’s disappointment? B1


