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DIDN’T RECOGNIZE SOMEONE WITH THEIR FACE COVERED?

There’s a reason for this mask confusion B7

 Want to know what happens when 
these fast friends get behind the wheel? B1

$1.50  NEWSSTAND TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2020

thetimes-tribune.com
Partly sunny

High: 87°
Low: 63°

Good morningSubscriptions ...........570-348-9190

Classified ads ..........570-348-9157

Business ......... C1

Classified ........ C4

Comics ..........C2-3

Editorial ......... A10

Health/Sci ...... B7

Horoscope ...... C3

Lottery ..............A2

Obituaries .....B8-9

Sports ............. B1

TV .................... C5

Copyright © 2020, The Times-Tribune

Weather, B10

CHRISTOPHER DOLAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

How will increase in truck volume affect your commute?
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A truck exits Valley View Business Park onto Route 247 in Jessup on Aug. 25.

BY JON O’CONNELL

STAFF WRITER

A
s Northeast Pennsylvania’s business 
parks get fuller, the highway inter-
changes that lead to them are getting 

more crowded.
It’s a concern for the state agency that man-

ages highways, and also for regional planners 
who help shape future improvement projects 
and secure funding for them.

A report out last month sets a baseline for 
the traffic growth on highways and at inter-
changes as the warehouse and transportation 
industries swell.

The report published by the Institute, a 
think tank funded by area colleges and uni-
versities, shows that between 2010 and 2015 
traffic grew by an average of  11% every two 
years at three major interchanges: Exit 3 off  
the Casey Highway to Jessup; Exit 1 off  Route 
29 toward Hanover Industrial Estates; and 
Exit 143 off  Interstate 81 toward Humboldt 
industrial park in Hazle Twp.

State officials study traffic volumes and 

Heavy traffic ahead
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As the Scranton School Dis-
trict experiences a budget 
shortfall and “dire” projections 
for years ahead, the district 
won’t be able to count on the 
state for assistance.

Before the coronavirus pan-
demic limited gatherings and 
closed buildings in March, 
teachers had planned to take 
buses to Harrisburg to demand 
equitable funding.

“As soon as things are lifted, 
we’re going to Harrisburg,” 
said Rosemary Boland, presi-
dent of  the Scranton Federa-
tion of  Teachers.

While educators hope to see 
funding levels rise to those of  
similar urban districts, local 
legislators know finding mon-
ey in the state budget to do that 
will be difficult.

In May, with revenue levels 
uncertain, lawmakers passed a 
stopgap budget that kept 

Can state 
meet the  
demand 
for equal 
funding?

SCRANTON 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

While legislators 
support the idea, 
finding money in the 
budget may be tough.
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The Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
International Airport director 
is hopeful but realistic about 
the airport again reaching its 
record-setting streak.

Since Carl Beardsley Jr.’s 
arrival in January 2015, the air-
port in Pittston Twp. routinely 
broke monthly departure 
records. But then the coronavi-
rus crushed the economy and 
crashed airlines’ and airports’ 
bottom lines.

“It’s going to take time more 
than anything,” said Beardsley. 
“It’s going to be a case where 
the airlines have to stabilize 
themselves, and make sure that 
they’re comfortable going into 
markets such as ours.”

After bottoming out in April 
at  only 1,306 de par ting 

A lot up in 
the air as 
flights start 
to recover
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
International Airport 
sees departures start 
to creep back.

TOP: Traffic backs up as trucks climb Route 247 approaching the Valley 

View Business Park in Jessup on Aug. 25.
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ATLANTA — Thousands 
of  absentee ballots get reject-
ed in every presidential elec-
tion. This year, that problem 
could be much worse and 
potentially pivotal in hotly 
contested battleground states.

With the coronavirus cre-

ating a surge in mail-in bal-
loting and postal delays 
reported across the country, 
the number of  rejected bal-
lots in November is projected 
to be significantly higher 
than in previous elections.

If  ballots are rejected at 
the same rate as during this 
year’s primaries, up to three 
times as many voters in 

November could be disen-
franchised in key battle-
ground states when com-
pared to the last presidential 
election, according to an 
Associated Press analysis of  
rejected ballots. It could be 
even more pronounced in 
some urban areas where 
Democratic votes are concen-
trated and ballot rejection 
rates trended higher during 
this year’s primaries.

In battlegrounds, absentee  
ballot rejections could triple 
The volume of mail-in votes expected in 
November may compound existing issues.
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A worker processes mail-in ballots May 27 

at the Bucks County Board of Elections 

office prior to the primary election in 

Doylestown. Absentee ballots could com-

prise half or more of all ballots this 

November, rising from less than 10% four 

years ago. Please see AIRPORT, Page A5Please see BALLOTS, Page A5

Please see FUNDING, Page A5

Please see TRUCKS, Page A6

Theme parks can’t get off the COVID-19 roller coaster 
Many people are reluctant to return to amusement parks around the country despite 

extra hand-sanitizing stations and temperature checks at the gates. See how the parks 

have responded to slow attendance. C1


