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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

Scranton City Council 
approved Leonard Namiot-
ka’s appointment as police 

chief  this week, but reiterat-
e d  c o n c e r n s  t h at  h i s 
monthslong appointment as 
interim chief  violated the 
city’s Administrative Code.

Mayor Paige Gebhardt Cog-
netti announced in Septem-
ber that Namiotka, who 
joined the Police Department 
in 1993 and served as adminis-

trative lieutenant for the past 
dozen or so years, would 
replace outgoing Chief  Carl 
Graziano in an interim capac-
ity. Cognetti then appointed 
Namiotka chief  in February 
after about five months in the 
interim role, lauding his per-
formance under difficult cir-
cumstances.

Council introduced in ear-
ly March but ultimately 
tabled for several weeks leg-
islation approving Namiot-
ka’s appointment. Members 
pointed to language in the 
Administrative Code that 
states the mayor can appoint 
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BY OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The U.S. moved closer Thursday toward 
vaccinating 100 million Americans in a race 
against an uptick in COVID-19 cases that is 
fueling fears of  another nationwide surge 
just as the major league baseball season 

starts and thousands of  
fans return to stadiums.

More than 99 million 
people have received at 
least one dose of  the vac-
cine, and more than 56 
million people — 17% of  

the nation’s population — have been fully 
vaccinated, according to data from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention.

BY RICHARD LARDNER, JASON DEAREN  

AND LINDA A. JOHNSON

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The company at the center of  quality prob-
lems that led Johnson & Johnson to discard 
15 million doses of  its coronavirus vaccine 
has a string of  citations from U.S. health offi-
cials for quality control problems.

Emergent BioSolutions, a little-known 
company vital to the vaccine supply chain, 
was a key to Johnson & Johnson’s plan to 
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Scranton Police Chief Leonard Namiotka stands 
Thursday outside city police headquarters.

U.S. races 
against 
increase  
in cases

J&J shot maker 

has history  

of violations

Nearly 100M vaccinated 
as fears of surge grow

State to relax restrictions
Starting Sunday, Pennsylvania will roll back the 

following limits for restaurants and businesses:
Restaurants: Can raise indoor capacity limits 

to a maximum of 75% from 50%, but must fol-
low the state’s social-distancing requirements, 
which include wearing masks except for when 
eating and drinking and keeping tables 6 feet 
apart. Restaurants can resume bar service, 
serve alcohol after 11 p.m. and allow the sale 
of alcohol without the purchase of food.

Other businesses: Can move to 75% of max-
imum capacity, including personal services sa-
lons, gyms, casinos, theaters and malls.

Gatherings: Outdoor events can start to host 
up to 50% of maximum capacity, up from 20%, 
while indoor gatherings can host up to 20% of 
maximum capacity, up from 15%.

TRENDING UP
New infections 
in state, region 
show no signs of 
letting down. A3

LIVING in LUXURY
Hill Section family buys famed Woolworth Mansion, restored  

to its former glory by world-renowned artist, for their new home

BY JOSEPH KOHUT

STAFF WRITER

M
ore than five years after purchas-
ing Scranton’s grand Woolworth 
Mansion, New York City artist 

Hunt Slonem sold the building for about 
$1 million to a Hill Section family.

The new owner, 38-year-old Yoel Weiss, 
who moved from Brooklyn, New York, to 
the 800 block of  Clay Avenue with his wife 
and three children in recent years, said 
they intend to take up residence in the man-
sion that once belonged to department 
store magnate Charles Sumner Woolworth.

According to the deeds, Weiss pur-
chased the mansion at 520 Jefferson Ave. 
and two adjoining parcels for a total of  
$999,999. The deal closed March 26  

SEE MORE PHOTOS ONLINE
Look through the Woolworth 
Mansion’s rooms and decor 
at thetimes-tribune.com

Clockwise, from top left: At the Woolworth Mansion in Scranton, a 
chair designed by New York artist Hunt Slonem, a dining room chan-
delier and a stained-glass window; the main staircase; and Penn 
Furniture delivers bedroom furnishings. Yoel Weiss recently pur-
chased the mansion from Slonem for about $1 million. Weis has 
started moving into the residence with his wife and three children.

City council approves police chief 

appointment despite code concerns
Namiotka’s interim 
status exceeded 
35-day limit.
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Fighting skepticism
The Biden administration will 
launch an ad campaign to 
combat hesitancy over get-
ting the COVID-19 shot. A4

How effective is it?
In the battle against the 
coronavirus, Pfizer’s vaccine 
remained highly effective 
after six months. A4


