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SCOTT TWP. — Knocks 
boomed on the door of  Room 
114 at Motel 81, a modest 
lodging largely populated by 
those with limited means 
and options.

The voice at the door told 
Kathleen Collins and her 

boyfriend, Guy Turner, they 
had 20 minutes to leave. The 
entire motel was deemed 
unsafe for human occupancy.

Soon the couple, and well 
over a dozen others who stay 
either temporarily or perma-
nently there, found them-
selves homeless, packing up 
their lives and wondering 
what comes next.

“We’re going to have to 
find another motel,” Collins, 
56, said. “Most of  the other 
ones are very expensive and 
we can’t sleep in the car 
because it’s just too cold for 
that.”

Scott Twp. Police Chief  
Jared Ganz said police went 

to the motel Thursday morn-
ing to investigate a report 
that copper pipe had been 
stolen from the building’s 
furnace. Soon, the Fire 
Department responded as 
well because oil “ran all 
over” from the missing pipes, 
Ganz said.

Township Administrator 
Carl Ferraro, who is also the 
zoning officer, soon arrived 
and found wiring in the base-
ment looked “less than ide-
al,” Ferraro said. He contact-
ed John Marino, of  North-
east Inspection Consultants, 
who deemed it unfit for occu-

pancy. As a result, between a 
dozen and two dozen tenants 
were ordered to vacate.

Ferraro noted the state 
also recently detected coli-
form bacteria in the water 
and the structure would need 
a “clean bill of  health” from 
the state as well as a building 
inspection before tenants 
could return.

The property is owned by 
Divjot Corp. of  Wilkes-Barre, 
according to Lackawanna 
County assessment records. 
Articles of  incorporation 
filed with the Pennsylvania 
Department of  State identi-

fied Wilkes-Barre residents 
Tarlochan and Harnoor 
Singh as the company’s offi-
cers.

Tarlochan Singh said 
those who could prove they 
had already paid for a 
week’s stay were issued 
refunds. The oil had been 
cleaned up by Friday but it 
was unclear when the 
remaining issues would be 
addressed. No timeline had 
been set for repairing the 
wiring, he said.

“We are not yet ready for 
that,” Singh said. “We have 
to find a certified electrician 

and then ... get an estimate.”
With nowhere else to go, a 

small number of  tenants 
secretly stayed at the motel 
overnight and packed up 
their cars to leave Friday.

Others bought some 
breathing room by checking 
in to another motel for a few 
days to plan their next 
move. Few seemed able or 
willing to help, several ten-
ants said, including the 
property owner, the Ameri-
can Red Cross and other 
area nonprofits.
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Some voters in Old Forge, 
Dunmore and Scranton will 
cast ballots at new polling 
locations on Election Day.

The Lackawanna County 
Board of  Elections voted unan-
imously Friday to temporarily 
relocate six polling places.

The voting precincts, their 
former locations, new loca-
tions and reasons for the 
change are:

Scranton 6th Ward, 1st 

Precinct, from Riverside 

Housing, 200 Emmett St., to 
Jackson Heights, 1001 Jack-
son St. Reason: a fire.

Scranton 7th Ward, 1st 

Precinct, from Boys & Girls 
Club, 609 Ash St., to the 
Scranton Cultural Center, 420 
N. Washington Ave.  Reason: 
COVID-19 spread concerns.

Dunmore 1st Ward, 1st 

Precinct, from Our Lady of  
Peace Residence, 1510 Uni-
versity Ave., to Dunmore 
Community Center, 1414 
Monroe Ave. Reason: COV-
ID-19 spread concerns.

Old Forge 3rd Ward, from 
borough senior center 
(upstairs), 310 S. Main St., to 
Eagle McClure Hose Compa-
ny 1, 375 Milwaukee Ave.  
Reason: renovations.

Old Forge 6th Ward, 1st 

and 2nd precincts, from Bor-
ough Building, 310 S. Main 
St., to Eagle McClure Hose 
Company 1, 375 Milwaukee 
Ave.  Reason: renovations.

Contact the writer: 
bkrawczeniuk@timesshamrock.
com; 570-348-9147; 
@BorysBlogTT on Twitter.
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In a case that could have 
statewide impact, the state 
Supreme Court agreed to 
hear a dispute over whether 
the Abington Heights School 
District must bargain with 
its teachers union over who 
instructs dual enrollment 
classes offered at Johnson 
College.

The high court agreed to 
review a Commonwealth 
Court ruling, which said 
decisions over who teaches 
the courses is a managerial 
issue, therefore the district is 

not obligated to negotiate the 
matter with the union.

The district and Abington 
Heights Education Associa-
tion have been battling since 
2019 over the dual enrollment 
program, which allows high 
school students to attain high 
school and college credits for 
classes they attend at John-
son College for part of  their 
school day.

Under the agreement, all 
courses, which include 
trades such as carpentry and 
plumbing and traditional 
classes such as math and 
English, are taught by col-
lege instructors. The union 

filed an unfair labor practice 
charge in September 2019, 
alleging the arrangement 
took work away from teach-
ers, therefore the district had 
to negotiate the matter.

The Pennsylvania Labor 
Relations Board ruled in the 
union’s favor last year, but 
that decision was overturned 
by the Commonwealth Court 
on Feb. 10.

In reversing the decision, 
the court ruled, in part, that 
the union failed to show that 
the agreement impacted the 
terms, hours or conditions of  
the teachers’ employment, 
one of  the necessary ele-
ments for it to prevail in an 
unfair labor practice claim.
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SCRANTON — Armed 
with footprint stencils and 
paint, Gus Fahey and Alyssa 
Kelley of  the nonprofit Val-
ley in Motion took the first 
steps Friday to mark a new 
trail on sidewalks in Scran-
ton.

The footpath will link the 
historic Scranton Iron Fur-
naces on Cedar Avenue to 
the Lackawanna River Heri-
tage Trail.

This loop in the down-
town area, marked by a sten-
cil of  a shoe print motif  
inside the iconic Electric 
City lightbulb, will be about 
2 miles.

“We’re beginning this 
urban trail that’s going to 
guide people along existing 
sidewalks to the Lackawan-
na River Heritage Trail and 
then around to the Iron Fur-
naces,” Fahey said.

Another section of  side-
walk markings, which will 
be stencil paintings of  a leaf  
inside the lightbulb, will be 
painted along Mulberry 
Street, up through the Hill 
Section and into Nay Aug 
Park. This loop will be about 
3 miles.

“With the footprint, we 
wanted it to indicate a pedes-
trian walkway, so that’s 
where we started,” Kelley 
said. “But then we also 
wanted it to have a nod to 
the industrial past of  the 
iron furnaces and the area 
in general, and the lightbulb 
is for the Electric City. And 
then the leaf  is to designate 
Nay Aug Park.”

They envision walkers, 
runners and tourists trod-
ding these paths. Plans are 
also afoot to delineate bicy-
cle paths and trails.

The goal is “to make our 
community more walk-

able and bikeable and then 
also to put the iron furnac-
es at the center of  Scran-
ton life again,” Fahey 
said. “Not only do we want 
to have these walking 
paths go by the iron fur-
naces, we want to have a 
bike trail eventually go 
through the iron furnaces 
on a trail all the way up to 
Nay Aug Park.”

Dating to the mid-19th 
century, the iron furnaces 
helped forge the Industrial 
Revolution. Still standing 

from a bygone era, the fur-
naces originally were oper-
ated by the Lackawanna 
Iron and Steel Co. between 
1840 and 1902. It was the site 
of  the first mass production 
in the United States of  iron 
T-rails for railroads.

The four surviving stone 
blast furnaces are remnants 
of  an extensive operation 
and represent the early iron 
industry in the United 
States.

Residents of 
motel find 
themselves 
homeless
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Motel 81 in Scott Twp. on Friday. People who lived there have found themselves homeless after the building 

was deemed unsafe for human occupancy.

Elections board changes polling 
sites in city, Dunmore, Old Forge

State high court to hear 
appeal in teachers case
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Electric City trails
Valley in Motion is painting footprints and

leafprints on sidewalks for a trail that runs

through downtown and the Hill Section,

connecting the Lackawanna River Heritage

Trail with Scranton’s Historic Iron Furnaces

and Nay Aug Park.

LRH Trail Electric City Trail

WHERE THE 

SIDEWALK 

BENDS
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Gus Fahey, president of the nonprofit Valley in 

Motion, paints footprints on a Cedar Avenue side-

walk in downtown Scranton on Friday to mark an 

urban “trail” from the historic iron furnaces to the 

Lackawanna River Heritage Trail.

Scott Twp.  
building 
unfit for 
habitation 

Please see MOTEL, Page A7

Abington Heights dual enrollment dispute 
could have statewide implications.

Please see TEACHERS, Page A5

Electric City 
footprints painted 
for an urban trail 
intended to lead 
people on unique 
journeys to key 
sites in Scranton.

Please see TRAIL, Page A7

570-346-4641

1-800-MINOOKA

www.minookasubaru.com
HOURS: MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M.

FRIDAY 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. SATURDAY 9:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M. • CLOSED SUNDAY

2.9%APR Financing/48 month term available for credit approved applicants on a new 2023 Forester. Other rates and payment terms available.
Cannot be combined with other offers. See Minooka Subaru for details or call 570-346-4641. Must take delivery by 10/31/22.


