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BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

Two Scranton Republicans 
want state Rep. Marty Flynn 
thrown off  the May 18 special 
election ballot for the vacant 

22nd state Senate District seat.
Charlie Spano and Arthur J. 

Albert, better known as Joe 
Albert, contend Flynn never 
personally filed a valid financial 
interest statement on time.

Instead, a man named Luke 
Borwegen electronically filed 
Flynn’s financial interest state-
ment March 18 and an unknown 
person filed an unsigned, writ-
ten copy with the Pennsylvania 

Department of  State a day later, 
their challenge says.

Borwegen is Flynn’s cam-
paign manager, but Albert and 
Spano say Borwegen is neither 
a candidate nor a public official. 

That and the unsigned copy 
mean Flynn personally never 
filed a financial interest state-
ment in time as required by the 

Flynn paperwork questioned

FLYNN

Two Republicans challenge validity of Dem’s financial interest statement

BY KEN GORDON

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH 

(TNS)

COLUMBUS, Ohio — At a 
recent COVID-19 vaccination 
clinic, a woman about to get 
her shot asked the nurse, 
“Are we going to have to do 
this every year?”

“We don’t know yet,” the 
nurse answered.

She was right. The vac-
cines are too new to deter-
mine things like how long 
they provide immunity, and 
another crucial variable is 
how many people end up get-
ting the vaccine.

Ultimately, only time and 
more research will provide 
the answers.

“That’s definitely one of  
the questions of  the hour,” 
said Dr. Iahn Gonsenhauser, 
chief  quality and patient 
safety officer for Ohio State 
University’s Wexner Medical 
Center. “Everyone wants to 
know what this will look like 
moving forward. Among the 
medical community, the pre-
vailing sentiment is moving 
toward the idea that COVID 
likely will have some foot-
print in the community for 
the foreseeable future.”

The consensus of  several 
experts interviewed last 
week, though, was that per-
haps as soon as next year, 
dealing with COVID-19 will 

COVID-19  
boosters  
might be 
standard

BY BAILEY ALDRIDGE

THE NEWS & OBSERVER (TNS)

President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion is looking for ways to improve face 
masks — and will give out $500,000 in 
prizes to help do it.

The “Mask Innovation Challenge” 
invites Americans to submit ideas to 
make masks more comfortable to wear 

and to eliminate “barriers to use,” 
such as discomfort, contact dermatitis 
from “extended wear,” trouble commu-
nicating, “speech intelligibility,” foggy 
glasses, difficulty finding a mask that 

fits and “lack of  understanding of  the 
device’s features,” according to the 
contest’s description.

Participants have until 5 p.m. April 
21 to submit entries for the contest, 
which is being hosted by the Biomedi-
c a l  A dva n c e d  Re s e a rch  a n d 

Have an idea to improve masks? Here’s your chance to make some cash
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As more people are 
vaccinated the 
discussion moves to 
the vaccine’s role in 
our lives each year.

The Biden administration is putting $500,000 on the line in innovation challenge.

BY FRANK WILKES LESNEFSKY

STAFF WRITER

ROARING BROOK TWP. — A 
55-year-old Tunkhannock man is 
dead and two others are in critical 
condition after a motorcycle and 
SUV collided on Route 307 Mon-
day afternoon, authorities said.

Lackawanna County Coroner 
Tim Rowland did not release the 
man’s name Monday night.

Crews were dispatched at 
3:47 p.m.

A man and a woman were on 

the motorcycle, and a woman was 
driving the SUV, Police Chief  Don 
Hickey said. Both women are in 
intensive care, he said.

Preliminarily, authorities 
believe both were heading south 
just after the intersection of  Blue 
Shutters Road. State police are 
investigating.

At 7 p.m., authorities were still 
trying to determine how the 
wreck happened, Hickey said. 
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State police and Covington Twp. police investigate the scene of a fatal crash on Route 307 in Roaring Brook Twp.

FATAL WRECK IN ROARING BROOK

One dead, two badly hurt in crash

JASON FARMER / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A section of Route 307 northbound is closed to reconstruct an 

accident involving a motorcycle.

Two women are in critical condition following 
the Monday afternoon wreck on Route 307.
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Deaths are down; cases surging
As more people across the country and across the seven-county region of Northeast  
Pennsylvania are vaccinated, data shows the number of deaths dropping locally but  
cases are rising rapidly, up 85%. 
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