
BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom 
Wolf  vowed he wouldn’t heed 

t h e  “ i r r e -
s p o n s i b l e 
demands” of  
P r e s i d e n t 
D o n a l d 
Trump and 
Republicans 
in the state 
Legislature 

concerning the state’s coro-
navirus response, hitting 
back hard Tuesday after a 
federal judge appointed by 
Trump ruled many of  Wolf’s 
pandemic shutdown orders 
were unconstitutional.

In unusually sharp lan-
guage, the Democratic gover-
nor accused Trump and 
Republicans who control the 
Legislature of  promoting 
conspiracy theories and 
spreading misinformation 
about the virus and the sta-
tus of  the Pennsylvania 
economy, which he said is 
reopened despite the mitiga-
tion measures he has 
imposed.

“I believe the vast majority 
of  Pennsylvanians under-
stand what we had to do in 
the beginning was necessary 
to buy the time to keep peo-
ple safe before we got the 
capacity we needed to 
address this virus,” Wolf  
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WEST SIDE WOMAN’S 
DEATH A HOMICIDE
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ABOVE: A Scranton police investigator prepares Tuesday to take pho-

tos inside the home at 837 N. Sumner Ave. in West Scranton.
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SCRANTON — As North Sumner Avenue 
resident Natalie Nee recovered from foot sur-

gery last fall, she found a 
beautiful handwritten note 
from next-door neighbor 
Tara Marie Evans in her 
mailbox one day.

The kindness did not sur-
prise her.

In this quiet corner of  
West Scranton, Evans had a 
friendly way about her that 
fit right in when she and her 
husband moved to 837 N. 
Sumner Ave. about five years 
ago, Nee said.

“She was a very caring 
person,” Nee said. “It’s hard 
to say that in the past tense, 
to be honest with you.”

On Tuesday, less than 24 
hours after investigators found Evans’ body 
inside her home, Lackawanna County Coro-
ner Timothy Rowland ruled her death a 
homicide.

Investigators have not yet said how she 
was killed.

In the meantime, city police arrested the 

Husband arrested on weapons charges; probe continues
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TOP: Police vehicles sit outside the North Sumner Avenue home.

Governor 
responds 
sharply 
to ruling
After federal judge 
invalidated much of 
pandemic response, 
Wolf accused Trump, 
Republicans of virus 
“fear mongering.”

WOLF

CORONAVIRUS IN 
PENNSYLVANIA

CASES SPIKE STATEWIDE

Pennsylvania reported the 
second-highest daily bump in 
COVID-19 cases since late 
July on Tuesday. See how the 
rise affected the counties of 
Northeast Pennsylvania. A4
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One by one, the tenants 
appeared before Magisterial 
District Judge Paul Ware in 
Dunmore on Tuesday, hoping 
to convince him to stave off  
eviction proceedings.

For the past six months 
they had been protected by a 
statewide ban on evictions, 
but they now faced the daunt-
ing reality of  having to come 
up with thousands of  dollars 

in back rent or find a new 
place to live.

As of  noon, Ware worked 
through a dozen of  the 34 
hearings he had scheduled 
for the day, hearing testimo-
ny from 10 tenants who 
showed up to contest the pro-
ceedings.

The cases are among a 
rash of  eviction cases filed 
with Lackawanna County’s 
10 magisterial district judges 
since Sept. 1, the day after the 
e v i c t i o n  m o r a t o r i u m 
expired. As of  Monday, 128 
cases were filed. Of  those, 52 
are within Ware’s district, 
which covers the Green 

Evicted tenants seek 
relief as cases pile up
Most admit they owe 
back rent; some say  
apartments needed 
repairs.
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Technical difficulties pre-
vented many people from 
watching Monday’s Scranton 
School Board meeting, 
including employees direc-
tors voted to furlough.

The circumstances sur-
rounding the meeting and 
subsequent vote raise 
numerous transparency 
issues, experts said Tuesday.

“It’s heartbreaking that 
someone whose job was on 
the line was unable to see the 
decision being made,” said 
Melissa Melewsky, media law 
counsel for the Pennsylvania 

NewsMedia Association. 
“Illegal or not, it’s just 
wrong.”

With the school board still 
holding virtual meetings 
because of  the coronavirus 
pandemic, officials conduct 
the meetings through Zoom 
and then livestream the 
meeting on YouTube. The 
Aug. 31 meeting was viewed 
more than 5,000 times on 
YouTube.

On Monday night, the dis-
trict was unable to connect 
with YouTube, and the dis-
trict’s Zoom account had a 

SCHOOL DISTRICT’S INABILITY TO  

LIVESTREAM PART OF MEETING  

NOW QUESTION OF TRANSPARENCY

GILMARTIN

Streaming 

issues a 
problem 
directors had 
not faced 
before

BOLAND

Intends to 

fight the 
furloughs

WHAT HAPPENED DURING 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING? 
With a 6-2 vote Monday night, 

the board approved the fur-
loughs of 218 employees: 140 
paraprofessionals, six interven-

tion specialists, two level 2 
intervention specialists, four 
part-time maintenance, one 

licensed practical nurse, one 
clerk and 64 crossing guards. 

The district expects to save 
about $280,000 per month. 

The furloughs are effective 
Sept. 30, and employees will 

also lose their health insur-
ance. The district may call 

back those employees when 
necessary.
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Here’s a way to help local restaurants in need
Eateries struggling under the state’s coronavirus restrictions will now have access to an 
outdoor patio with heated tents and seating for 100 customers, kitchens, supplies and 
culinary students, all at no cost. Your table is ready at Rally for Restaurants. A3


