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Two state legislators sent 
a scathing letter to Scranton 
School District leaders on 
Thursday, accusing officials 
of  making decisions “in the 
shadows” and calling the 
new transportation agree-
ment a “slap in the face” to 
city taxpayers.

“Every time news breaks 
about the Scranton School 
Board, it becomes more and 
more apparent that the school 
board, at best, doesn’t have a 
plan and, at worst, is irrespon-
sible,” states the letter from 
Sen. Marty Flynn, D-22, and 
Rep. Thom Welby, D-113.

School directors voted last 
week to award a five-year 
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WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court 
has stopped a major push by the Biden 
administration to boost the nation’s COV-
ID-19 vaccination rate, a requirement that 
employees at large businesses get a vaccine 
or test regularly and wear a mask on the job.

At the same time, the court is allowing the 
administration to proceed with a vaccine man-
date for most health care workers in the U.S. 
The court’s orders Thursday came during a 
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Teddy Daniels,  who 
planned to run for Congress 
again, has decided to run for 
lieutenant governor instead.

Daniels, a Republican, 
made the announcement 
Wednesday morning during 
a Facebook Live session.

“For the past two years, 
Pennsylvania has been ruled 
by a tyrannical Democrat 
administration while spine-
less Republicans in Harris-

burg sat back and did noth-
ing,” Daniels said in his 
announcement statement. 
“I’ve spent those same two 
years helping mothers run 
for school board seats, assist-
ing small businesses during 
the unconstitutional lock-
downs, and fighting back 
against mask mandates 
forced on our children, fight-
ing for medical freedom and 
demanding that Pennsylva-

nia lead the way on election 
integrity.”

During the Facebook 
announcement, Daniels 
immediately received the 
endorsement of  state Sen. 
Doug Mastriano, R-33, Frank-
lin County.  Mastriano 
announced Saturday he is 
seeking the Republican nomi-

nation for governor, one of  
more than a dozen announced 
Republican candidates.

Mastriano called Daniels “a 
man of  honor and integrity.”

“He’s a war hero,” Mastri-
ano said during the Face-
book Live session. “He won’t 
say that, but I know what he 
went through.”

Efforts to reach Daniels 
were unsuccessful. Daniels, 
46, a Montgomery County 
native who lives in Lake 
Twp., Wayne County, is an 
Army veteran who earned a 
Purple Heart after he was 

The heat stays on
Earth simmered to its sixth 
hottest year on record in 2021 
— and scientists say the hot 
year is part of a trend. B10

Daniels to run for lieutenant governor 

instead of 8th Congressional District
Republican receives endorsement from 
Sen. Doug Mastriano, governor candidate.
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High court halts 
vaccine rule  
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SCRANTON — Rosa Pellegrino fond-
ly remembers running around 
Maroni’s Pizza House as a kid. Now, she 
will continue the traditions her father 
and uncles established there over the 
past four decades.

When Maroni’s was put up for sale for 
$1.5 million in Febru-
ary, the family held 
out hope one of  its 
own would come for-
ward to take the reins 
of  the landmark pizza 
shop at 1345 St. Ann’s 
St. in West Side.

Pellegrino, 37, of  
Scranton, who worked 

at Maroni’s throughout high school 
before moving to York in her early 20s to 
take a manager job at Sam’s Club, 
stepped up to the plate and will serve 
customers for years to come.

CARRYING ON A  

SLICE OF TRADITION
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Maroni’s Pizza House owner Rosa Pellegrino and her uncle, Tony Coccimiglio, work at the West Scranton restau-

rant. Pellegrino is taking over the landmark business from Coccimiglio and her uncle, Domenick Pellegrino.
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Maroni’s Pizza House owner Rosa Pellegrino, left, checks out a cus-

tomer at the register as Diane Sheridan takes an order by phone.

Maroni’s Pizza House to stay in the family as one  

of its own takes over reins of West Side staple 

It’s always 

been about 

family.” 
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Legislators 
denounce 
district bus 
agreement
Flynn, Welby call deal 

‘a slap in the face’

To read the 
lawmakers’ 
letter to Scran-
ton School 
District lead-
ers, go to  
thetimes- 
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A YEAR’S DIFFERENCE: New infections in 
state, NEPA much higher than last January. A3

MORE HELP: Biden to double number of free 
at-home tests, add N95 masks to fight virus. A6Please see MARONI’S, Page A5
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The Area’s Top Political Talk Show!

Volpe Report

New York Times Best Selling Author And
Former New Jersey Governor Launches

The 9th Season of the Volpe Report
After former New Jersey Governor Chris Christie withdrew

his candidacy from the crowded 2016 Republican
Presidential Primary, he endorsed his long-time friend
Donald J.Trump.WhenTrump won the primary and was
later elected President, he tapped Christie to lead the

transition team.

Former Governor Christie will be the guest on The Volpe
Report Sunday at 10:30 a.m. on FOX56 as the region’s top
political talk show returns for season nine. After releasing
a book, “Republican Rescue,” in November, speculation

began building that the former governor is eyeing another
run for President — a move that is certainly going to
strain the friendship between the two men if, in fact,

they both run.Tune in Sunday as Chuck and the former
Governor discuss the book, his exploratory committee to
run for President in 2024, and the current administration’s
handling of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Known for always speaking his mind,
Governor Christie’s book — a New

York Times bestseller — it is subtitled
“Saving the Party fromTruth Deniers,

Conspiracy Theorists, and the
Dangerous Policies of Joe Biden.” This
is an episode you won’t want to miss.

Tune inTuesday on FOX 56 News between
10 and 10:30 pm to hear Chuck’s view
on all of the wasteful spending on the

PennsylvaniaTurnpike.
Former New Jersey

Governor Chris Christie


