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WHO WANTS PEPPERONI? You might want  

to pick a different pizza topping. Here’s why. C4

SCRANTON’S SERIAL SLUMLORD ‘NOT GOING ANYWHERE.’

KEEPING WATCH OVER NORTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA FOR 150 YEARS

$3.00  NEWSSTAND 

BY JON O'CONNELL

STAFF WRITER

B
illy Nelson expected to take 
the bus back home to Man-
hattan a few times a month 

for work so he sublet a room there.
His work-from-home arrange-

ment with a tech company was 
based on a few days in the office 
each month. However, after moving 
to West Scranton on St. Patrick’s 
Day, during the most chaotic part of  
a global pandemic, he hasn’t used 
the room and canceled the lease.

In fact, both Nelson, 45, and his 
partner, Jeff  McMillan, haven’t 
returned to New York City since then.

“I feel like New York is going to 
be suffering for a while,” he said. “I 
honestly think New York is going to 
be a different place.”

Nelson and McMillan are bob-
bing on a wave of  new residents 
seeking fresh air and refuge, away 
from crowded metros where COV-
ID-19 has been far more relentless.

AREA HOME SALES 
SCORCHING HOT
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Billy Nelson and Jeff 

McMillan relax out-

side their new home 

in Scranton’s West 

Side. Neither man 

has returned to  

New York City   

since arriving  

here in March.

‘There has been a 

surge in people 

relocating back to 

the area, a surge in 

people coming 

because they are 

able to telework.’ 

Leah Gianacopoulos
ERA One Source Realty in 

South Abington Twp.

Neither is columnist Chris Kelly. See why Ken Bond’s attorneys are watching. C1
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Partly driven by people leaving metro areas, real estate 
agents say demand and prices are skyrocketing

BY MARC LEVY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARRISBURG — In the 
shadow of  Pennsylvania’s 
status as a battleground state 
in the presidential election, 
Democrats will fight to 
defend their gains in Con-
gress two years ago and, pos-
sibly, add another seat or two 
as the state’s suburbs contin-
ue to turn against President 
Donald Trump.

Meanwhile, Republicans 
are trying to defend their 
survivors in more evenly 
divided districts, while hop-
ing to knock off  some of  the 
Democrats’ freshmen and 
one veteran congressman 
who keeps winning a district 
where Trump is popular.

Elections in 2018 were 
fruitful for Democrats: Aided 
by redrawn districts and 
anti-Trump fervor, they 
picked up four seats in Penn-
sylvania, evening the state’s 
partisan balance in the 
House and helping the party 
recapture the majority over-
all.

There may be room for 
more districts to flip. Two 
incumbent Republicans won 
by fewer than 3 percentage 
points in 2018, while Demo-
crats represent two districts 
that Trump won in 2016.

Here is a look at key races:

U.S. House 
seats may 
flip, but 
who will 
benefit?
As Democrats fight 
to defend gains in 
Congress, Pa. home 
to key races.

BY JAMES BARRON

THE NEW YORK TIMES

In the coronavirus pandem-
ic, it became 15 acres of  safety, 
15 acres where people could 
lose themselves in a crowd but 
remain alone as they watched 
a movie. Or graduated from 
high school. Or played bingo. 
Or watched fireworks. Or 
hummed along at a concert.

Dickson City’s Circle 

Drive-in adapted to the new 
rules of  the pandemic, widen-
ing the spacing for cars and 
admitting only half  as many as 
in the past. It stationed the pop-
corn-popping crew in the con-
cession stand behind new plas-
tic shields and assigned 
employees to clean the rest-
rooms every few minutes.

Circle Drive-in ‘found 

niche,’ allowing people 

to be apart together
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A plastic sheet was installed at the Circle Drive-in to 

help prevent the spread of the coronavirus. The Dickson 

City venue has held everything from live concerts to 

high school graduations in the past few months.
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