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DID PENN STATE GLIMPSE ITS FUTURE AT QB?
With starter sidelined by flu, Christian Veilleux stepped into
the pocket and showed Nittany Lions what he could do B1
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HEALTH CARE IN NORTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA

Pain of
high fuel
costs not
only felt
at pump

‘WE DON’T KNOW WHERE
OUR KIDS ARE GOING
TO BE TAKEN CARE OF ... ’
Closing of Moses Taylor pediatric inpatient unit creates issues in Lackawanna County.

Consumers rethink
errands, cancel
holiday travel and
alter household
budgets over prices.
BY EMMA GOLDBERG,
CORAL MURPHY MARCOS
AND KELLEN BROWNING
THE NEW YORK TIMES

side Lackawanna County, with all
the inconvenience and expense
that entails for them and their
families.
In most cases, the destination is
likely to be Geisinger Wyoming
Valley Medical Center in Plains
Twp. or a hospital even farther
afield in Danville, the Lehigh Valley or Philadelphia.
“The bottom line is pediatricians are frustrated,” Dr. Stanley

A driver in Belleville, New
Jersey, cut his cable and
downsized his apartment to
save money for gas. A retiree
in Vallejo, California, said he
had stopped driving to go
fishing because the miles
cost too much in fuel. An
auto repairman in Toms River, New Jersey, doesn’t go to
restaurants as often. And an
Uber Eats deliveryman said
he couldn’t afford frequent
visits to his family and
friends, some of whom live
60 miles away.
“Times are tough right
now,” Chris Gonzalez, 31, the
Uber Eats driver, said as he
filled up his tank at a Safeway gas station off Interstate
80 in California.
Millions of American drivers have acutely felt the
recent surge in gas prices,
which last month hit their
highest level since 2014. The
national average for a gallon
of gas is $3.41, which is $1.29
more than it was a year ago,
according to AAA. Even after
a recent price dip in crude
oil, gasoline remains 7 cents
more per gallon than it was a
month ago.
While consumers are seeing a steady rise in the prices
of many goods and services,
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Dr. Anders Nelson, left,
and Dr. Stanley Blondek
at Main Street Pediatrics
express concerns about
not having a pediatric
unit at any hospital in
Lackawanna County on
Monday.
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BY DAVID SINGLETON, STAFF WRITER

W

hen Kristen Maritato took her daughter,
Misha, to the Moses Taylor Hospital emergency room with abdominal pain one
morning earlier this month, she thought the 8-yearold had possibly pulled a muscle while playing.
“It was a little weird,” the
Clarks Summit mother said. “I
was surprised when she had
appendicitis.”
Instead of the hospital admit-

ting the girl and doing an appendectomy, Maritato and her daughter waited in the ER for six more
hours for an ambulance to take
them to Lehigh Valley Reilly Chil-

dren’s Hospital near Allentown
for a doctor there to do the surgery.
The reason is because Moses
Taylor quietly closed its pediatric
inpatient unit — the only one in
Scranton — about three months
ago and is not admitting patients.
That means a child who
requires routine pediatric hospitalization for an illness such as
dehydration, pneumonia or a urinary tract infection is going to
wind up in a medical facility out-

The story of Frank Scavo and
his day amid the Capitol chaos
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Former Old Forge school director will be sentenced Monday.
BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK
STAFF WRITER

Former Old Forge School
Director Frank Scavo publicly joked on Facebook about
his role in the Jan. 6 Capitol
riot in the months after he
met with FBI agents investigating him.
Privately, in two meetings
with the FBI before January
ended, Scavo knew he was in
trouble. Though he publicly
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PUTTING IT TOGETHER
Loose ends abound in
the puzzle of who took
part in planning the Jan.
6 domestic terrorist
attack. Perspective, C1
denied entering the Capitol
to local media in the days
after the riot, he made excuses for entering during his
first FBI interview, Jan. 15.
In the interview, more

Former Old Forge School Director Frank Scavo
wears a mask that says “End the rain tax” at the
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6. His mask was one way
investigators identified him.
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than two months before the
FBI charged him, Scavo told
the FBI the chaotic mob
bashing through the Capitol
rotunda doors carried him
inside. He said he didn’t
know the crowd was intent
on violence.
In reality, a federal prosecutor contends in a sentencing memorandum, Scavo
stopped to record a cellphone
video of himself shortly
before entering. The video
captures rioters assaulting
police officers, one rioter
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